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THE ’CAT

LINCOLN, NH | RIVERWALKRESORTATLOON.COM
A  grand new experience has arrived in New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

WILDCAT has come  
a long way but never forgets its roots as  
the East’s epicenter of big-mountain skiing 

TURNS 60

NORTH CONWAY
SKI TOWN+



Arriving is your escape. 
Access snow, terrain and hospitality – as reliable as 
you’ve heard and as convenient as you deserve.

THIS IS YOUR DESTINATION.

Loon Mountain Resort
Exit 32 off I-93 | Lincoln, NH

Save on Lift Tickets only at 
LoonMtn.com/Tickets

 EXIT
HERE

$119*
pp/pn 

with Full Breakfast for Two

LoonMtn.com/Stay

* Quad occupancy with a minimum two-night 
stay. Plus tax & resort fee. One child (12 & under)
eats free with each paying adult. May not be 
combined with any other offer or discount. Early- 
and late-season specials available. 

Featuring indoor pool, health club & spa, 
slopeside hot tub, two restaurants and more!

SLOPESIDE  
SKI & STAY 
Kids Eat Free

 from





Havefun*

Rules OF waterville valley //

*Restrictions do not apply. 
Restrictions arenʼt fun.
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Mount Snow’s Pawlak to head NSAA
Kelly Pawlak, Mount Snow’s long-

time vice president and general man-
ager, is taking over as the new presi-
dent and CEO of the National Ski 
Areas Association.

Pawlak, who has served in a variety 
of executive positions at the Vermont 
resort over the past 30 years, has been 
its vice president and general manager 
for the past 12 years. She had previous-
ly served as VP of operations, human 
resources and marketing and sales.

“Finding someone with Kelly’s ex-
perience and knowledge of ski area op-
erations as well as an appreciation of 
the challenges ahead will be a true ben-
efit for the association and ski resort 
operators,” said Tim Silva, 
general manager at Sun Val-
ley Resort, Idaho, and chair of 
NSAA’s board of directors.

“I am honored and excited 
for this tremendous opportu-
nity,” said Pawlak. “At Mount 
Snow my love of skiing quick-
ly grew into a passion for the 
ski industry, and now I look 

forward to putting my experience to 
work on the national level.”

The National Ski Areas Association, 
a nonprofit trade association, repre-
sents 303 alpine resorts that account 
for more than 90 percent of the skier/
snowboarder visits nationwide.

Bode to the Booth
Six-time Olympic medalist and 

Franconia, N.H., native Bode Miller is 
going back to the Olympics, but this 
time as a television analyst. Miller, 
whose bronze 
medal in su-
per-G in 2014 
at age 36 made him the oldest ski racer 
to win an Olympic medal, will call rac-

es for NBC. He is now 40.
A six-time Olympic med-

alist and the most success-
ful male American alpine ski 
racer of all time, Miller also is 
considered one of the greatest 
World Cup racers of all time 
with 33 victories. Miller is one 
of five men to win World Cup 
events in all five disciplines. 

EXPECT A SLIGHT UPTICK in skier traffic this season within Sugarloaf’s 
100-plus acres of rugged sidecountry terrain on Burnt Mountain. That’s 
because beginning this season, on weekends and holiday weeks, the 
resort will run cat skiing treks into the Androscoggin Glade, Little Andro-
scoggin and a newly cut glade. Until this winter, access to those back-
country treasures were accessible only to those willing to hike or skin.

“Since its opening, our sidecountry terrain has become a fan favorite 
among Sugarloafers,” said Crusher Wilkinson, Sugarloaf VP of mountain 
operations. “The new Burnt Mountain cat skiing will not only enhance 

the skiing and riding experience, but also make the terrain more  
accessible to our guests.”

Two passenger cats with seating for up to 12 passengers each will 
operate in tandem from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., shuttling guests up Burnt 
Mountain every 20 minutes. For skiers and riders who purchase a seat on 
a cat, the cats will depart from the Log Yard.

The Burnt Mountain experience is recommended for expert skiers and 
riders only. Anyone unfamiliar with the Burnt Mountain terrain is encouraged 
to visit Ski Patrol at the top of the Androscoggin Glade to ask questions.

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country BY MATT BOXLER AND NESJ STAFF

SUGARLOAF DEBUTS CAT EXPERIENCE Industry icon Shepard dies
Sharon, Mass., native Morrie 

Shepard, Vail’s first ski school 
director, has 
died at the age 
of 92 at his 
Eagle, Colo., 
home. Shepard 
and Vail Ski 
Resort founder 
Pete Seibert 
were child-
hood friends in Massachusetts 
and lifetime business partners in 
the world of skiing.

After serving as a Navy pilot 
in World War II, Shepard joined 
Seibert in Colorado, where the 
two became members of the 
Aspen Ski Patrol. He later joined 
Seibert, who was launching Vail, 
helping to lay out the trail sys-
tem and becoming involved with 
the area’s gondola construction 
and other mountain projects. 
In 1962 he became the first ski 
school director at Vail and held 
that position until 1965. Shepa-
rd later served as vice president 
of the Lange ski boot company 
until 1973 and is a member of 
the Colorado Ski & Snowboard 
Museum Hall of Fame.
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 Foggy Goggle | Sunday River

The Foggy Goggle is the peak pick for après 
and music at Sunday River. Crowds gather daily 
from lunch into the evening for food, drinks 
and live entertainment at the Goggle, located 

upstairs in South Ridge Lodge. December’s mu-
sical acts include Fighting Fiction, The Middle 
Men, Bruce Jacques and Last Kid Picked. The 
menu features burgers, soups, salads, wings, 
Foggy’s Famous Nachos and sandwiches, plus 
vegetarian and gluten-free options.

 Shepard

MORE ON BODE
 TONY CHAMBERLAIN’S LAST RUN, P. 50

 A skier navigates 
Androscoggin Glade on 

Burnt Mountain, now 
accessible via cat as well 

as hiking or skinning.

 Bode Miller
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Danbury, New Hampshire raggedmountainresort.com

HERE’S THE DEAL:

• Get the MISSION: FOUR’DABLE Quad Pack for only $179

• Tickets are non-restricted 
 • Valid any day resort is open in 2017/18 season
 • Tickets are fully transferable

• Quad Packs available Nov. 27th - Dec. 26th, 2017

• Tickets are only valid through the end of the 2017/18 season

• Ragged Mountain is only 98 miles from Boston and        
 58 miles from Manchester via I-89 or I-93

NEW! Four Non-Restricted Tickets for Just $179!
Ragged Mountain has redefined value for skiers and riders 
with MISSION: AFFORDABLE. It’s almost impossible to 
believe. From season passes to the Free Bebe Wood Learn to 
Ski Program, there’s never been anything like it.  Now, you 
can get the new MISSION: FOUR’DABLE!!! That’s 4 
non-restricted tickets for only $179. Use all 4 for yourself, or 
bring along your favorite ski buddies and make a day of it.

With 250 skiable acres spread across 2 peaks, both serviced 
by high-speed detachable lifts, including NH’s only 
6-person lift, you and your buddies will get to experience all 
that Ragged Mountain has to offer at a far better value than 
other areas.

Online at raggedmountainresort.com or for more information, call Guest Services, 603.768.3600

MISSION: 
FOUR’DABLE

 $179!JUST

QUAD PACK

GET THE MISSION: FOUR’DABLE QUAD PACK TODAY!



SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country

Freeheel Fridays
Telemark skiers of all ability levels 

who are looking to build on their skills or 
simply join with their like-minded breth-
ren in making a few turns should check 
out Freeheel Fridays beginning on Jan. 5 
at Pico Mountain. Each Friday (with the 
exception of Feb. 16 and 23), those pas-
sionate about the sport get together for 
instructional sessions that are split into 
groups for beginners and all-mountain 
skill building.

Each class, which runs from 12:45-2:30 
p.m., costs $59 and doesn’t include a lift 
ticket. Participants must bring their own 
equipment.

Those unable to make a Friday lesson 
should look into attending the Jan. 7 tele-
mark and backcountry clinics hosted by 
the Catamount Trail Association at Pico.

The event will run from 1 to 4 p.m. 
(meet in the lower Pico base lodge at 
12:30) and will offer two groups. One 
is for those wanting to explore and im-
prove their telemark skills (telemark 
equipment required). The other is for 
backcountry skiers seeking more secu-
rity and skill when tackling challenging 
downhill terrain. Cost for CTA members 
is $49; non-members pay $59. Lift tickets 
are included.

SETTLEMENT PAVES 
WAY FOR JAY PROJECT

JAY PEAK is resuming construction of a 
15,000-square-foot recreation and entertain-
ment center, as well as several new cottages 
around the resort’s Stateside area. The an-
nouncement from the resort came shortly after 
Raymond James Financial Inc. reached a $150 
million settlement with the federal receiver ap-
pointed to oversee Jay Peak’s operations. Of the 
$150 million, Jay Peak will receive approximately 
$19.7 million toward its projects.

DEW Construction of Williston, Vt., and many 
subcontractors were left partially unpaid for work 
on the final phase of cottages when the resort 
was placed into receivership in April 2016. Part of 
the $20 million in settlement money will be used 
to pay contractors who have been owed money 
since the project’s suspension.

“This settlement is good news for Jay Peak, 
all of the contractors involved in the project, 
and the investors who were waiting to learn the 
fate of their immigration status,” said Michael 
Goldberg, the court-appointed receiver.

New to the initiative’s lineup are two outdoor 
recreation fields to be constructed on land adja-
cent to the Inglenook Lodge, a property located 
on Route 242 along the road to the town of Jay. 
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Make this your 
new home.

View current listings at LoonRealEstate.com
Serving the the Loon area for over 49 years.

Lincoln, New Hampshire

8 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL December 2017



Resort ramps up helmet requirement
Employees at all Boyne resorts in 

the U.S. and Canada (including Sugar-
loaf, Sunday River and Loon Mountain 
resorts in New England) are now re-
quired to wear safety helmets whenever 
using skis, snowboards or bicycles. The 
new corporate policy brings each of the 
company’s mountains in line with the re-
quirement after a tragic accidental death 
occurred last March at Sugarloaf.

“We have implemented a helmet 
policy. It is a requirement now that all of 
our team members at all locations in the 
U.S. and Canada are wearing approved 
helmets when on snow or actually on a 
bicycle as well,” Boyne company spokes-
woman Julie Ard said.

Mount Eustis, regional H�S� get boost
Mount Eustis Ski Hill in Littleton, 

N.H., received an $18,000 grant to create 
a regional youth ski equipment loaner 
program for local ski hills, including 
Mount Eustis and Mount Prospect. The 
funds are a slice of $221,000 given away 
by The Tillotson Fund in its latest round 
of 16 grants awarded through its com-
petitive application program.

Also benefitting from grants awarded 
by Tillotson Fund is White Mountains Re-
gional High School in Whitefield, which 

received $7,000 to purchase a commercial-
grade snow machine for grooming nordic 
trails for school and community use.

Established in 2006, The Neil and 
Louise Tillotson Fund of the New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation is one of 
the largest permanent rural philanthro-
pies in the country, distributing more 
than $3 million in grants annually to 
support projects that focus on commu-
nity revitalization. Grants are awarded 
to municipal, educational and nonprofit 
organizations throughout northern New 
Hampshire and bordering communities 
in the United States and Canada.

Herrick takes over as GM at Lost Valley
Longtime Auburn, Maine, skier John 

Herrick, an Air Force veteran who served 
for 25 years with the Maine Air National 
Guard, has been named the new gen-
eral manager at Lost Valley Ski Area. The 
51-year-old is a former high school ski racer, 
having competed in slalom and GS events, 
as well as ski jumping. He also serves as 
president of the Lost Valley Racing Club.

Lost Valley, which opened in 1961, has 
15 trails and a terrain park for skiers of 
all abilities. The area also features 15 km 
(9.3 mi) of nordic skiing trails and a ski 
lodge offering food and skiing equip-
ment for sale or rent.

WEEKDAY WINTER 
LODGING PASS
NO LINES, FRESH TRACKS

5 NIGHTS IN A DELUXE SUITE  
STARTING AT $575**

PACKAGE INCLUDES YOUR CHOICE OF 5 WEEKDAY  
NIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE SEASON

www.BlackBearLodgeNH.com  |  1-800-349-BEAR(2327)

New Hampshire’s #1 Family Friendly Resort*
•	 An	all-suite	hotel

•	 	Fully	Equipped	 
Kitchens

•	 Free	Wi-Fi

NH’s #1 Terrain Park*

•	 	Freedom	Pass	 
Activities

•	 Game	Room

•	 Ski	Shuttle

•	 	Ski	Room	with	 
tuning	table

•	 	Indoor/outdoor	pool

•	 Outdoor	hot	tub

**As voted in SKI reader’s survey
**Restrictions apply. Visit www.BlackBearLodgeNH.com for more information

BLACKBEAR
L O D G E
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SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country

November 2017 www.skijournal.com 9  

STEALS
&DEALS

Peak Pass
Attitash, Wildcat, 
Mount Snow, Crotched, 
Hunter, Big Boulder, 
Jack Frost; prices vary 
by age and date of 
purchase

Adult White Mountain SuperPass
Bretton Woods, Cannon,  
Cranmore, Waterville Valley;  
unlimited skiing and riding; $1,079

College Superpass
Cranmore, Bretton Woods,  
Waterville Valley, Cannon; 
unlimited skiing and riding,  
with no blackout dates; $319

2017-18 Anytime Adventure Pass
King Pine; skiing, snowboarding, 
XC skiing, ice skating and  
snowshoeing; $560 adult,  
$385 juniors and seniors

2017-18 New England Pass
Loon Mountain, Sunday River, 
Sugarloaf; rates vary by Gold, 
Silver, Bronze packages and  
age groups

Plus Pass
Waterville Valley; valid every day 
of the season on all lifts plus  
passholder exclusive benefits, 
including discounts on retail, on-
mountain dining, Bring-a-Friend 
tickets and the new Waterville 
Rewards program; prices vary

Mission: Affordable
Ragged Mountain; no blackout 
days; $399

3 & Easy Pass
Okemo; for three lift access prod-
ucts; prices vary by age group

Peak Reward Unlimited Pass
Pats Peak; for minimum group of 
10; prices vary, from $419 for juniors 
and seniors, $499 for adults

Adult Family Pass
Smugglers’ Notch; discounted 
season pass for adults who  
purchase one or more youth  
season passes; prices vary

Strattitude Pass
Stratton; no blackouts dates; valid 
for skiers and riders 18-32; $369

Sugarbush Value Pass
Sugarbush; unlimited daily access 
to Mount Ellen, access to Lin-
coln Peak midweek, non-holiday, 
access to Lincoln Peak early/
late season (when Mount Ellen is 
closed); $399 youth, $699 adult

Skiing is Life Pass
Sunapee; for ages 5 and  
under and 80 or older; $39

Millennial Pass
Sunday River; a new season pass 
for ages 19 to 29 valid at Sunday 
River all winter except 12 blackout 
dates and eligible for a  
M.A.X. Pass Add-on. $529

Weekend Pass
Wachusett; valid days all weekend 
and holiday periods; prices vary

editor@skijournal.com



From summit peaks to the valley below, NorthConwayLodging.com is your vacaaon planning 
guide to New Hampshire’s North Conway and Mount Washington Valley region. Make lodging 
reservaaons at awarded resorts, hotels, motels and inns – all at guaranteed best rates. Take 
advantage of ski and stay packages, and gain regional insight and informaaon to local 
aaracaons, events, shopping, dining, hiking, summit condiaons and ski & snowboard reports.

SAVE ON LODGING,  L IFT TICKETS AND SKI  & STAY PACKAGES

Book Direct and Save on Lodging   Call 800.862.1600 for Reservaaons

It’s Your Turn...

Save with “Lodging Ski & Stay” packages 

AAtash Mountain Village is an awarded 60-acre four-season desanaaon resort nestled 
among towering mountain peaks with over 350 rooms, suites, townhouses and deluxe 
trailside accommodaaons. Experience on-resort cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, hiking 
and ice skaang with full access to resort pools, fitness facility, and outdoor spa tubs. 

http://northcountrylodging.com


From summit peaks to the valley below, NorthConwayLodging.com is your vacaaon planning 
guide to New Hampshire’s North Conway and Mount Washington Valley region. Make lodging 
reservaaons at awarded resorts, hotels, motels and inns – all at guaranteed best rates. Take 
advantage of ski and stay packages, and gain regional insight and informaaon to local 
aaracaons, events, shopping, dining, hiking, summit condiaons and ski & snowboard reports.

SAVE ON LODGING,  L IFT TICKETS AND SKI  & STAY PACKAGES

Book Direct and Save on Lodging   Call 800.862.1600 for Reservaaons

It’s Your Turn...

Save with “Lodging Ski & Stay” packages 

AAtash Mountain Village is an awarded 60-acre four-season desanaaon resort nestled 
among towering mountain peaks with over 350 rooms, suites, townhouses and deluxe 
trailside accommodaaons. Experience on-resort cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, hiking 
and ice skaang with full access to resort pools, fitness facility, and outdoor spa tubs. 

http://attitashmtvillage.com
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By Tony Chamberlain

As my son grew through his elementary years, we spent  
weekends at Eastman, N.H., and drove up to Stowe for a 
couple days steeped in ski history. (I once even intruded on 

Sepp Ruschp, Mr. Ski History himself.)
We always thoroughly enjoyed Stowe, and, of course, if you’re 

not enjoying Stowe skiing,  I’m pretty sure you’re in the wrong 
sport. Anyway, when he was around 7, Chris asked, looking at the 
trail map, “How come we don’t ever do those trails?”

And yes, he was right, this was the time for us to take on Stowe’s 
legendary Front Four: Starr, National, Goat, Liftline.

Not that they are killer trails that will eat up little kids, but 
they are tough in many ways, and require top skills, training and 
attention. You don’t want to ski this terrain just to notch the belt 
with a survival day, you want to enjoy them, and with Chris just into 
his third full year on skis, I wasn’t really sure before now, when the 
time had come.

Like any challenging terrain, I would offer three bits of advice: 
Be sure you’ve checked the conditions for those runs specifically; be 
sure you’ve already warmed up elsewhere on the mountain; and 
(important, I think), make your first visit with someone who has 
experienced this terrain before.

The reason this ancient terrain is so unpredictable is that it 
is ancient. When they first built ski trails in New England, they 
were supposed to make turns in narrow, sometimes rock-strewn, 
tree-lined, multiple fall-line switchbackers — far from the broad, 
wide boulevards that would come later. Think of this: When there’s 
groomed snow on Sunday River’s White Heat, the run is a piece of 
cake — you can make an easy traversing descent. Not so with Starr. 

You come out from behind the red snowfence and you’re  
right in it: mare’s tails and powder moguls, tight turns and  
steeps of 30 percent grade in places. Here, you must do two  
seemingly opposite things: relax, and laser-focus. If you’re tense 
in a tight pinch on Goat, you won’t let yourself make those natural 
turns that are required.

On the other hand, you must be focused hard on what’s coming. 
It’s information you must have in this kind of skiing.

I skied down the first steep pitch and stopped to watch Chris 
hit it. His natural tendency was to tense, lean back just a little as 
his skis started to move. He traversed to his first big bump, then ... 
YES! He went up on top to make the turn, and now he was in control 
instead of the trail. For about 50 yards he got into a nice controlled 
rhythm. I wouldn’t say there wasn’t some hesitancy in places — 
emergency pizza shots (snowplow position) — but all in all, here 
was the kid, finally off Spruce and skiing the Front Four. 

These trails teach you the wisdom of Jim Bowden’s words. Jim 
was once a football player for Buffalo, then wound up tuning skis in 
the basement of a hotel in Dillon, Colo. He was a beautiful natural 
skier because of his gemstone slogan: “Skiing is a dance, and the 
mountain always leads.”

We moved to Liftline, a straighter shot but falling down the 
same steepness of ridge and with a chance to go a little faster. The 
snow was soft but not deep, and we were able to make some rhyth-
mic tandem turns — not perfect figure eights, but nice undulating 
GS sweeps, even down the steeper faces. After about half a day on 
these trails, this was now the best Chris had ever skied.

And that’s just the point: Sure, I ski on those corduroy ego blue 
diamond runs, and feel good. But that’s more a recreational ride 
than real disciplined, focused skiing that Stowe’s Front Four chal-
lenge you with every time out. When the snow is right and the light 
good, some of the skiing is in the blue category, but now add a little 
glaze with a blowing snowsquall in the sky, and you’re dealing with 
some double black stuff here.

Though our equipment makes all skiing easier than it was in the 
days these trails were carved (and here I’m trying to picture Ruschp 
himself on National on a pair of 8-foot long hickory boards and 
leather boots), still, skiing Front Four is a step back into the earliest 
days of our beloved sport.

Now there are hourglass tree runs on Stowe lots harder and scarier 
than the Front Four, and if you’re really the hot shot you think you are, 
take on a run from North Ridge to Hellbrook. If you can handle the 
lower section, cheers. Go have an Idletyme cold malt brew on me. This 
bar has everything you need to patch you back together.

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country
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The Front Four, Stowe: Let the mountain lead

MONTH

OF
THE

TRAIL
 Jake Evans on Goat; left, skier and 

photographer Greg Petrics descends 
Liftline; top, the view down Goat.
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Calendar information 
is provided by advertising 
ski areas. To advertise, 
call 617-773-9955, ext. 222 
or email advertising@ 
skijournal.com.

PLAYING THE ANGLES
Photo by Rob Bossi/ 
Okemo Mountain Resort

Family New Year’s Eve
Sunday, Dec� 31 | Okemo Mountain Resort

Ring in 2018 with an Okemo family tradition. Kicking off at 
5 p.m. at the resort base, the event features a magic show, 
wagon rides, party hat decorating, bingo games and trivia. 
A DJ dance party begins at 6:30. Balloons, noisemakers, a 
photo booth and Dux the balloon man add to the fun, with a 
kids dinner party including pizza and 
mac and cheese in the Roundhouse 
at Jackson Gore. Festivities conclude 
at 9 p.m. with a fireworks display. 
More info. at Okemo.com.

Sunday, Dec. 3

Sunday River — 18th annual Santa Sunday

Saturday, Dec. 9

Jay Peak — Annual season pass holders party

Smugglers’ Notch — 23rd annual BrewFest, Part 1

Dec. 9-10

Sunapee — Bob Skinner’s Ski & Sport Demo Days

Saturday, Dec. 16

Wachusett — Polar Express Celebration

Sunday, Dec. 17

Ragged Mountain — Ski East Race

Waterville — Sosman Slalom Race

Tuesday, Dec. 19

Attitash — Attitash Race League preseason meeting

Wednesday, Dec. 20

Bretton Woods — Girl Powder! Women’s-only alpine clinic

Saturday, Dec. 23

King Pine — Powder Bear

Wednesday, Dec. 27

Mount Snow — Grommet Jam

Dec. 27-31

Cranmore — Cranapalooza

Friday, Dec. 29

Sugarbush — Kids’ Torchlight Parade

Saturday, Dec. 30

Cannon — Family Fun Night (w/parade, fireworks)

Loon — Camp III Snowshoe and S’mores

Stratton — Full Moon Snowshoe Tour

Wildcat — Wildcat Pub Après Ski with Shark Martin

Sunday, Dec. 31

Pats Peak — New Year’s Eve Family Celebration

Various dates in December

Conway Scenic Railway — Journey to the North Pole



cannonmt.com snowphone 603.823.7771

“I’m not sure why people
keep telling me not
to come here.”
A N I T A  R Y D E M O O R E

Because they’re
greedy hoarders.
That’s why, Anita.

Cannon skiers and riders can be blinded by their
deep passion for the mountain. Common side effects
include white-lying, over-exaggeration and unhealthy hoarding
in an effort to keep it for themselves. Ignore deceitful naysayers
and find out why Cannon creates generations of rabid devotees.
Devotion and adoration are good. Deceit is bad.

CannonNESkiJournalAd1718.qxp_Layout 1  11/14/17  9:39 AM  Page 2



n Gould product 
honed skills on 
motocross tracks 
before emerging 
on the World Cup 
moguls circuit

14 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL December 2017

ROAD TO PYEONGCHANG Troy Murphy

MURPHYTROY
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www.mountsunapee.com

Buy Online in Advance to Save!

W E  A R E  S U N A P E E .

By Tony Chamberlain

For Troy Murphy, it began 
not on skis nor even on 
snow. 

The 24-year-old Beth-
el, Maine, freestyle skier 

poised to take a slot on the Olympic 
team headed to PyeongChang in Feb-
ruary remembers some long summer 
days in the fields behind his grand-
father’s house, practicing his favorite 
sport: motocross bike riding.

When the head ski coach from nearby 
Gould Academy, Kurt Simard, rode with 
Troy, he sensed there was something 
special about the young man’s talents.

Like Olympic medalists Phil and 
Steve Mahre, downhill champ Daron 
Rahlves and dozens of ski racers, the 
quickness and body control required for 
success in dirt-bike or motocross racing 
— not to mention the wide-open thrills of 
near-mayhem at high speed — are imme-
diately transferable to ski racing.

“In those years I was really not skiing 
very much, but in the summer dirt bikes 
was my first love,” Murphy says. “Both my 
parents worked at Gould Academy, so it 
was sort of my downtown. We would all 
ski some, but it was never my big sport.”

Until, that is, he joined the Gould ski 

team, when all the quick moves, aerial 
maneuvers on a motorcycle turned to-
ward freestyle skiing.

“Yeah, there’s a lot of crossover,” says 
Murphy. “More than a lot of people real-
ize. So I started taking my skiing really 
seriously, training five days a week [at 
Sunday River] and going in weekend 
competitions.”

In 2014 Murphy won a World Cup 

start after a Nor-Am performance in 
Canada. His rookie season had begun, 
and he competed in nine events, plac-

ing fifth in two of them, enough to 
earn FIS Rookie of the Year honors 
in moguls.

“I felt pretty good in those first 
events,” says Murphy, whose parents 
followed his career from the start. His 
routine combines sharp, quick-footed 
moguls descents with an array of aerial 
tricks once banned to freestyle skiers.

Around the circuit, Murphy sees for-
mer freestyle star Jonny Moseley, who 
was a pioneer of such aerials at the Salt 
Lake 2002 Olympic Games. According 
to Murphy, because there was a rule 
forbidding inverted aerials (feet above 
the head), Moseley worked on a trick he 
called the “dinner roll” — an off-axis trick 
that let him do complete revolutions 
without getting completely inverted.

Judges said they would not count the 
dinner roll for extra points, largely be-
cause they had no way to score points 
on the revolutionary move. Given all 
the publicity, before a huge boisterous 
crowd, Moseley performed it anyway, 
much to the crowd’s roaring approval. 

“He’s still around the circuit here and 
there,” says Murphy. “I see him about 
four times a year. The tricks are all dif-

ferent, now, but there’s one — the 1080 
off-axis — that resembles the dinner roll 
a little bit.”

After his Rookie of the Year season, 
Murphy went into the following season 
with high expecta-
tions. And, indeed, 
he excelled with 
four top-10 finishes 
and a fourth-place 
finish at Val St. 
Come, Canada.

As last season 
began he was beset 
by injuries, which 
he battled most of 
the way through 
2016. Nevertheless, 
he bounced back 
with two top-10’s in 2017 and finished the 
season ranked No. 6 in the world.

“I feel pretty good now,” says Murphy as 
the run-up competitions to determine who 
makes the Olympic team begin in earnest 
this month. Because he is now healthy and 
entering the season with a strong record 
and high world ranking, now it’s just a mat-
ter of putting in the work.

“I feel like I could have a very big sea-
son,” Murphy says.

feedback@skijournal.com

DIGITAL BONUS
 New Englanders on U.S. Ski Team
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ROAD TO PYEONGCHANG U.S. Ski Team

Alexis Boichard/Agence Zoom/Getty Images

 Alice Merryweather of Hingham, Mass., 
a product of the Attitash Race Team  

and Stratton Mountain School, steams 
down the World Cup giant slalom course 

at Killington, Vt., on Nov. 26, 2016.

A TEAM

Mikaela Shiffrin Lyme, N.H. Burke Mountain Academy

B TEAM

Ryan Cochran-Siegle Starksboro, Vt. Cochran’s/Mt. Mansfield SSC

Nolan Kasper Warren, Vt. Burke Mountain Academy

Alice Merryweather Hingham, Mass. Attitash Race Team/Stratton

C TEAM

Drew Duffy Warren, Vt. Green Mountain Valley School

Nicholas Krause Northboro, Mass. Stratton Mountain School

Sam Morse Sugarloaf, Maine Carrabassett Valley/Sugarloaf

George Steffey Lyme, N.H. Stratton Mountain School

ALPINE

New Englanders on 2017-18 U.S. Ski & Snowboard national teams
*Athletes with New Englanders hometowns listed on usskiteam.com and ussnowboarding.com  
as of Nov. 14, 2017. Rosters include national team athletes as well as those with team nominations  
for the 2017-18 season. Criteria varies by sport and discipline for making the 2018 U.S. Olympic Team. 
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AERIALS A TEAM

Mac Bohonnon Madison, Conn. Stratton Mountain Freestyle

Kiley McKinnon Madison, Conn. Elite Aerial Development Program

AERIALS B TEAM

Eric Loughran Pelham, N.H. Loon Mountain Freestyle

AERIALS C TEAM

Megan Nick Shelburne, Vt. Elite Aerial Development Program

MOGULS A TEAM

Troy Murphy Bethel, Maine Gould Academy

MOGULS B TEAM

Nessa Dziemian East Hampstead, N.H. Carrabassett Valley Academy

Olivia Giaccio Redding, Conn. Steamboat Springs WSC

MOGULS D TEAM

Emerson Smith Dover, Vt. Ski & Snowboard Club Vail

Hannah Soar Somers, Conn. Killington Mountain School

PRO HALFPIPE TEAM

Annalisa Drew Andover, Mass. Ski & Snowboard Club Vail

Devin Logan (also slopestyle) West Dover, Vt. Mount Snow Academy

PRO SLOPESTYLE TEAM

Julia Krass Hanover, N.H. Team Park City United

ROOKIE SLOPESTYLE TEAM

Caroline Claire Manchester Center, Vt. Stratton Mountain School

Eddie Gildea Boston, Mass. Hanley Consulting/Waterville

Grace Henderson Madbury, N.H. Waterville Valley BBTS

PRO HALFPIPE TEAM

Kelly Clark West Dover, Vt. Mount Snow Academy

PRO SLOPESTYLE TEAM

Julia Marino Westport, Conn.

Ty Walker  Stowe, Vt. Mt. Mansfield SSC

ROOKIE HALFPIPE TEAM

Madison Barrett West Chesterfield, N.H. Stratton Mountain School

ROOKIE SLOPESTYLE TEAM

Nora Healey Holderness, N.H. Waterville Valley BBTS

SBX A TEAM

Lindsey Jacobellis Stratton Mountain, Vt. Stratton Mountain School

Seth Wescott Sugarloaf, Maine Carrabassett Valley Academy

SBX B TEAM

Jonathan Cheever Saugus, Mass. UMass-Lowell

CROSS-COUNTRY A TEAM

Sophie Caldwell Peru, Vt. Stratton Mountain School

Andy Newell Shaftsbury, Vt. Stratton Mountain School

Ida Sargent Barton, Vt. Craftsbury Green Racing Project

Liz Stephen East Montpelier, Vt. Burke Mountain Academy

CROSS-COUNTRY B TEAM

Patrick Caldwell 21 years, 44 days Stratton Mountain School

CROSS-COUNTRY D TEAM

Julia Kern 21 years, 44 days Stratton Mountain School

Katharine Ogden 21 years, 44 days Stratton Mountain School

NORDIC

FREESTYLE

FREESKIING

SNOWBOARDING



INSIDER Q&A Steve Wright, Jay Peak

By Eric Wilbur

When Steve Wright 
took over as gen-
eral manager of Jay 
Peak Resort during 
the spring of 2016, 

things were a bit shaky — to be mild — in 
Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom. 

After control of the organization shift-
ed from longtime owner Bill Stenger to a 
court-appointed receiver in the wake of 
the federal EB-5 scandal, the controversy 
put Jay and sister resort Burke into uncer-
tain territory. The alleged misuse of some 
$200 million in investor funds might not 
have disturbed immediate business at the 
resorts, but the threat for long-term insta-
bility hovered over both mountains. 

Then, Jay utilized a bounty of snow 
last year to have its strongest financial 
winter season on record. 

That’s a tough act for Jay to follow 
but one it will attempt with its famous 
tram lift undergoing a pricey refurbish-
ment, a new movie theater and indoor 
recreation center to debut this winter, 
and a further embrace of its employees 
that Wright means to make Jay into one 
of Vermont’s top employers. 

New England Ski Journal: Heading 
into your second full season as GM of 
the resort, can you describe some of 
the leaps and hurdles that you’ve had 
to overcome during a hectic period 
beginning in the spring of 2016?

Steve Wright: My primary focus, af-
ter being dropped into receivership, was 
stabilizing the staff. They had been in a 
difficult position for the prior three to 
four years with little in the way of wage 
increases, deteriorated benefit packages 
and, in general, too much on their plates 
to manage given our inability to find and 
retain quality — and quantity in reality 
— staff. So they came to the receivership 

environment bat-
tered and in need 
of motivation, and 
now they were 
going to have to 
deal with some 
perceived level 
of insecurity and 
legendarily bad 
media and press 
activity, to boot. 

Stabi l izat ion 
was needed across 
all of our stakehold-
er groups — season-
pass holders, locals and local business own-
ers, homeowners, longtime vacationers, 
et cetera — but we reasoned that until the 
staff was properly motivated, confident and 
reasonably stable, it was going to be awfully 
difficult to sure-up anyone else.

NESJ: What were the major chal-
lenges in shifting what might have 
been some troubled waters, as far 
as morale and perception are con-
cerned, into positives for the outlook 
and stability of the resort? 

Wright: We all sort of rallied around 
the notion that we could only control what 
we could control. Other people’s percep-
tions of the staff, the resort and the busi-
ness model weren’t any of our business. 
We could control delivering great service, 
supporting each other and staying posi-
tive. So, that’s what we did. We also im-
mediately focused on wage modifications, 
expanding benefit packages and really 
underlining what it meant to be a Jay Peak 
team member by making sure they were 
our first priority, and then making sure 
they stayed our first priority. Although 
being owned by the federal government 
isn’t necessarily something I’d wish upon 
anyone, it brought a measure of financial 
stability that just didn’t exist in the years 
leading up to April 13. That stability gave 
us a benchmark of confidence that hadn’t 
existed for quite a while.

NESJ: How did the strength of last 
season help in making a financial re-
bound, or stabilization? 

Wright: Obviously, it helped. Having 
both our best gross and net revenue/
profit season, the first year into the re-
ceivership, not only started to convince 
our team members that we were going to 
be OK, it helped convinced our affinity 
groups — those same season-pass hold-
ers, homeowners, vacationers, locals, 
et cetera — that we could still succeed. 
Possibly more importantly, it let the re-
ceiver, and the team at LHR [Leisure Ho-
tel and Resorts] know that our business 
plan was sound, we could be very profit-
able, and the team in place could deliver.

NESJ: What will the refurbishment 
of the tram mean for skiers and riders 

TALKIN’JAY
n After a tumultuous 
2016, Jay Peak is stable 
again, and the resort’s 
steadfast GM credits a 
motivated staff to making 
the turnaround a reality

16 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL
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this winter? 
Wright: Evolving the tram has meant 

a few things. It secures what is a mean-
ingful part of Jay Peak’s history well into 
our future. It will make operating the 
tram infinitely more dependable, and it 
will return the number of riders per trip 
to our historic levels. It wasn’t a cheap 
refurbishment, in the neighborhood of 
$6 million, but it was something we rea-
soned needed to be done to protect both 
our past and whatever future we write 
from here.

NESJ: Jay continues to build, with 
a new recreation center with climb-
ing wall and movie theater, employ-
ee housing and outdoor recreation 
fields. Have the challenges of the is-
sues swirling around ownership in 
any way threatened Jay’s steady pro-
gression? 

Wright: I don’t know that they’ve 
threatened our progression but our own-
ership scenario has added multiple lay-
ers into the approval’s process. From my 
purview, this is overwhelmingly posi-
tive, but still something new to navigate 
— that being, getting federal and on-site 
approvals from teams of people unfamil-
iar with the day-to-day operations of a 
ski area. Luckily, as I said, both the re-
ceiver and the LHR team has been more 
than willing to trust the judgment of our 
team and to interject themselves only 
when something of value needed to be 
added. This has helped the process, and 
projects have come in on budget and 
been delivered earlier than forecasted.

NESJ: In addition to the housing, 
Jay has expanded employee perks 
and benefits. There have also been 
notable employee appreciation mo-
ments over the past year or so. How 
has this embrace of the resort’s em-
ployees helped Jay become one of 
the state’s most attractive spots for 
employment? 

Wright: In all honesty, I’m not sure 
we’re at a point where we can hang out 
a shingle saying we’re one of the state’s 
top employers, but we’re headed there 
fast and it’s something I’m personally — 
as is our entire team here — committed 
to. With a disengaged and unmotivated 
staff, the smallest problems are difficult 
to solve. When we’re able to focus on the 
attraction and retention of great people, 
there literally is nothing we can’t figure 
out. We’ve proven that across a difficult 
short term and the prospects for con-
tinuing that, medium and long term, are 
rapidly improving.

NESJ: As Jay continues to grow, 
the skiing landscape around it also 
changes, most notably in Stowe, 
where Vail Resorts has found a spot 

for its first inroads on the East Coast. 
Now that Jay is stabilizing and has 
emerged as a major resort, what are 
some of the other long-term ideas 
and focuses for the resort? 

Wright: For us, after creating a moti-
vated team, stabilizing our shoulder pe-
riods is what we’re currently preparing 
and planning for. The buildout of our 
synthetic turf recreation fields is going 

to allow us to model a shoulder-season 
strategy akin to what we’ve done with 
the ice arena here; that being, the attrac-
tion of sports teams and camps that will 
drive lodging and per caps by virtue of 
us attracting them via affordable — or in 
some cases free — field usage. We are in 
a unique position where we don’t have 
to make a direct profit off of field and ice 
usage; we can capture that through per 
caps. That gives camp and tournament 
organizers more room to make a profit 
as well. It’s a good model, one that is 
already working for us and one that we 
believe in going forward.

NESJ: As good as the skiing is, how 
has the Pump House water park truly 
helped shift the year-round interest 
surrounding a stay at Jay Peak? 

Wright: In and of itself the Pump 
House has been very successful into our 
drive markets, but it’s really delivered in 
terms of solidifying winter ski-and-ride-
based vacations. We’re already known 
for having measurably more snow than 
those in our competitive set, and having 
a meaningful indoor insurance policy 
against poor weather further stabilizes 
the confidence needed to book and to 
book earlier. We’ve seen booking time 
periods extend and lengthen — they had 
been contracting for years — and that al-
lows us to better plan, better prepare and 
to make better sense of revpar — revenue 
per available room — and ADRs — aver-
age daily room rates — over the periods 
that we need to be driving them.

NESJ: What are some of the big-
box dreams for Jay that you would 
like to see?

Wright: The best place to work in the 
state. If we get there, there won’t be a box 
big enough to hold what we can do.

feedback@skijournal.com
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Red Santa Reusable Gel Hand Warmers
Perfect for heating up your hands, the seller says, this listing is for a 

pack of two “Red Santa” instant heating gel hand warmers for cold days. 
The item will give off heat “for up to 10 minutes, depending on the outside 
temperature.” Doesn’t seem like 10 minutes is a lot of time, but hey, they’re 
so darn easy to use over and over again. “Simply click the metal disc inside 
the hand warmer and wait for the liquid to crystalize and heat up (on the 
first go it may take a few clicks). To reuse, putting them in a bowl of hot 
water for 10 minutes will not work. The items need to be placed in a pan of 
constantly boiling water for around 10 to 15 minutes. It differs slightly for 
each hand warmer. The temperature of the water is very important and is 
the thing which makes them reset. If it is not constantly boiling, then they will fail to reset.”

Vintage Wood and Plastic 
Child’s Snow Skis

Let the buyer beware on these 
“antiques,” as it looks to me like 
someone took some old hardwood 
flooring boards and sawed them in a 
length that seems like it would work 
for kids. The floor boards are adorned 
with plastic spring strap, along with a 
metal “heel shield.”

Skull Cycling Motorcycle Head Scarf Neck Warmer  
Face Mask Ski Balaclava Headband 

This product is “a head cover that can cover your face, head and neck.”  
It will “block the direct sunlight and wind to your skin and (has) quality sewing  

around the edge for your durable use.” 
Manufactured with “special offset print with 

imported ink process for dirt and wash  
resistance.” Featuring “characteristic skeleton 

print for stunning outlook when put on.” Made 
with “polyester material with mesh for breath-

able, quick dry, sunscreen and not allergic 
effect.” But also “with a soft and comfortable 
touch experience for you to wear.” It is “suit-

able for bike and motorcycle riding, exercise, 
sports, hiking and mountaineering, etc.

Boot Horn
Yes, it’s exactly what you’re thinking it is — an oversized shoe horn that 

begs the question: If my foot is the same size whether I’m stepping into a 
pair of shoes or a pair of ski boots, what difference does the size of the shoe 
horn make? It makes a big difference, which is why this product comes with 
explicit instructions: “For boots, use the whole boot horn. For shoes use one of 
the 2 feet at the bottom of the boot horn. If needed, you can customize and 
cut the boot horn down to desired size. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact us at the shop.” In addition to making it easier to put on ski and 
snowboard boots, the Boot Horn “protects hands while replacing liners after 
removing for drying overnight, washing or custom boot fittings.” And it’s not just for ski boots. “The Boot Horn also 
works great for putting on cowboy boots, hiking boots, mountaineering boots, fishing waders, water ski boots, 
running shoes, golf shoes, roller blades, ice skates, hockey skates, motorcycle boots, military boots and more!”

SKI SHOP Gadgets

ENDLESSSKIGADGETRY
By Matt Boxler

We have liquid crystal goggle lenses 
that change on the fly from light 
to dark with the push of a button. 
We have multi-directional impact 
protection systems in our helmets. 

We have high-def cams that can affix to us or follow 
us around with ActiveTrack. We have GPS-enabled ski 
apps that sync with our smartphones and smartwatches. 

What else could we possibly need? I decided to find an 

answer to this question with a comprehensive search of the 
world’s best-known aggregate of random gadgetry — eBay. 

What a gold mine. How about a “brand new” green 
triangle wax scraper for $7.95 or a set of “Toggle T style 
Ski Boot Totes” for $4.99? Here, a simple search for ski 
gadgets will yield the most amazing results. You’ll find 
travel bags, backpacks, gloves and goggles, helmets, 
facemasks, ski straps and ski racks, socks and locks, 
probes and shovels, scrapers and buffing pads. 

Are you in the market for a “brand new” Mount 
Snow decal sticker? It measures more than 4 inches 

wide (a tape measure pictured with the item proves it) 
and can be yours for just $3.75. Forget that you could 
probably grab one off any resort courtesy desk for free. 
How about a pre-owned yellow neck warmer for $9? It 
has been “barely used,” the seller claims, and remains 
in excellent condition. 

Sure, you might be sacrificing some of the latest 
technology by shopping for ski gadgets on eBay. But 
what you lose in the latest R&D investments you more 
than make up for in entertainment value alone. Here 
are some of my favorites. Happy shopping.

Ski Pole Shoulder Hand Carrier Lash Handle Straps Hook Loop with Magic Sticker
That product title nails it. What better way to describe a strap designed to carry skis? The “magic sticker,” I 

realized, is a creative way to describe Velcro. Priced at the “Buy It Now” discount of just $6.59, brand new, you can’t 
go wrong with all 1.2 meters of black nylon strap. The item is “used to bind ski or skiing tools, and then pack them 
on your shoulder,” which “is more convenient and useful.” Still can’t get a handle on what this product does? The 
seller provides an additional product description: “Adjustable ski carrier ski shoulder sling for skiboard carry strap 
belt portable.” Wonderful redundancies that I can only guess were ingeniously included as metadata tagging for 
search engine optimization, right?

Vintage Rossignol ski suspenders
These 42-inch suspenders (minus the clips), are in “very 

good condition” but the seller admits, “the history is unknown.” 
My guess is somewhere in these suspenders’ past, the metal 
clips that keep them snapped into place were inexplicably 
ripped off by a previous owner. For $25, though, who cares. 
Simply buy a third-party set of metal clips and rivet them onto 
your used straps yourself and voila!

Ski and Ski Pole 
Carrying Device

Given the popularity of 
these ski carrying items on 
eBay, I’ve clearly assumed 
incorrectly all this time 
that my arms, hands and 
shoulders were adequate for 
the job. The best part about 
this product is that it is the 
complete opposite of being 
over-engineered. Consider 
what you get when you 
order one: “Each package 
contains one pair of strings.” 
That’s it. The strings are 
available in green, purple, 
neon yellow, neon pink and 
neon green.

Ski Boot Saver Traction Soles
Simply connect these platforms to the bot-

toms of your ski boots and walk around the resort 
with no worries. These gems are like shoes for 
your boots, to protect them from, you know, the 
ground and stuff. The seller shares more about the 
product: “Perfect, just a bit of dust ... never worn, 
trip got cancelled.”

If I’m going to carry extra weight on a trip 
west, these ski boot saver traction soles would be 
so worth it.
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Your #1 Stop for Discounted 
Ski & Snowboard Gear Since 1970. 

Country Ski & Sport Inc.
CountrySki.com

3 Locations, 3 Generations, and 48 Seasons of Customer Satisfaction! 

161 Quincy Ave.
Quincy Ma, 02169

617.773.3993

Visit Shop.CountrySki.com 
Hanson

781-326-3993

617-773-3393
901 Winter St .

Hanson, MA.
(on Hanover Line)

Quincy
781-826-2022

161 Quincy Ave.
Quincy, MA.

Westwood
781-326-3993
335 Providence 
Highway (Rt  1)
Westwood, MA.



Go for the gold  Shine bright in Skea’s 
distinctive Kitz, the perfect transitional piece 
that can take you from slope to the party 
without missing a beat. Under your parka, this 
stretch mid-layer will keep you toasty warm. 
Once the lifts stop spinning, the two-tone gold 
sequins make the Kitz the perfect piece for your 
evening plans. Wear it with a pair of jeans and 

killer boots for a 
more casual ap-
proach to bling 
or take it up a 
notch and pair 
it with a pencil 
skirt or cocktail 
dress for a more 
femme fatale 
look. Check  
out Skea’s  
full 
collection  
at www.skea 
limited.com

Party on ‘Till I Die’ Killington, Vermont-based Till I Die is an apparel brand for the active and après 
lifestyle with a retro look, vintage feel and die-hard attitude. Founded by Ryan Orabone, this brand keeps the 
good times rolling throughout a product line of long- and short-sleeve performance tees, headgear, outerwear 

and accessories. Get ready 
to go back to the future 
with graphics that feature 
rear-entry boots, ski bunnies 
in leg warmers, shot skis and 
Top Gun sunglasses all done 
in the perfect shade of 1980s 
fun. Get in on the party that 
doesn’t have to end and 
bring your friends. Till I Die’s 
website is filled with options 
for all the mischief-loving 
people on your holiday 
shopping list. tillidie.com
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Dare 2b  Performance, fit, function and value make the Dare 2b line a standout. Dare 2b’s Ared technology 
means the waterproof and windproof stretch premium fabrics have a lighter heft without giving up warmth. 
My favorite female jackets are the snakeskin print Convolute with metallic trim and the Plica with quilted detail, 
here shown in cappuccino. Loaded with smart design features, both of these jackets have removable hoods with 
faux fur trim and will take you from slope to city street. Got a guy who loves to fly? Dare 2b’s Rendition Jacket 
has all the features a snow addict needs regardless of the weather forecast and looks great in this Seville Red/
Admiral Blue color combination. These jackets just don’t look good — Dare 2b delivers technical functionality  
at a price point that won’t crush your budget. Check out Dare 2b at Country Ski & Sports. www.countryski.com

Retro and glam are this season’s peak picks

December, I love you for your snow-covered trails, spin-
ning chairlifts and holiday magic. The last month of the 
year not only ushers in the widespread start of the ski and 
snowboard season, but also brings the quest to find great 
presents for all the snow addicts on your list. 

The trend towards nostalgic interpretations from bygone eras is 
everywhere in American culture right now, and you absolutely will see 
it in the mountains this season. Fun-loving kids of all ages will love Till 
I Die and Swagski, as both lines offer fresh unique products that will 
delight and surprise with their blast-from-the-past offerings. 

Those on a mission for exceptional authentic vintage need to visit 
SoWa Vintage Market for the real deal. For the man on your list who is 
hard to buy for, Alps & Meters offers the amazing combination of the 

aesthetic from skiing’s golden age updated and packed with today’s 
performance technical features.  

Fashion-forward ladies will love this season’s return to a more 
feminine silhouette and eye-catching use of color, pattern and embel-
lishments. Head over to Country Ski & Sport and check out the Dare 
2b line, which offers budget-friendly super flattering pants and jackets 
that look as great in the city as they will perform on the slopes. Skea 
Limited’s gorgeous Luxe Collection is perfect for the glamazon on your 
list who loves black diamonds as much as she loves sparkle and shine. 

Remember to pick something up for yourself as well when shop-
ping for the nice and naughty on your holiday shopping list. The most 
wonderful time of the year is here, so find your look, gear up right and 
see you out on the Vertical Runway.

BENHARRIS
KATHY

Vintage love  Got a serious jones 
for the real thing? Want the original that 

so many of today’s reproductions take 
inspiration from? No need to fire up your 
hot tub time machine, just pay a visit to 

the SoWa Vintage Market and prepare to 
be amazed. Located in Boston’s SoWa Art & 

Design District, the market is full of alpine 
fashion, accessories and lodge decor from 
previous eras. It’s not just the array of op-

tions available every Sunday — the quality 
and condition of the merchandise makes 

the SoWa Vintage Market my favorite place 
to score the sweetest vintage.  

www.sowavintagemarket.com
For the  

gentleman  
who shreds

 Boston-based Alps & 
Meters, you had me at 

hello. Tailored, technical 
and timeless, Alps & 

Meters offers men a line 
of forged performance 

pieces that are aestheti-
cally traditional and 
classic. The military-
inspired Alpine Anorak is constructed of a fortified British 

Millerain Chera 8 waxed canvas exterior and an internal 
10k/10k waterproof membrane. Layered over the triple-ply 

Alpine Guide Sweater, the Alpine Hooded Vest has a 600 
power down fill body offering serious warmth, and the 

hood is removable. The Alps & Meters Alpine Trouser styl-
ishly boasts a long list of contemporary technical features. 

Distinctively nostalgic and at the same time fresh to death, 
these pieces are for the masculine and confident alpinist 

who knows how it’s done. www.alpsandmeters.com

Hometown hill pride  Throughout  
New England, there are hundreds of now-closed  
and lost ski hills, each with its own history and  
backstory. These recreation areas might not have 

had impressive vertical, lift systems, or any snowmaking/
grooming technology. However, these hometown ski  
hills were community hubs that offered locals a place 
to learn how to make turns close to home. Take a 
sentimental journey back to your favorite lost ski hill 

by rocking a tee, hoodie, sweatshirt or hat from Swagski. Based 
in Holliston, Mass., the Swagski team is constantly adding more 

now closed ski areas to its line and is committed to helping you 
keep the memories alive with unique pieces that pay homage  

to your erstwhile ski area. www.swagski.com

Kathy Benharris leads the Boston Fashion Meetup Group, and her clients include individual brands and 
designers, international charities, sports teams, private clients, retail entities and publications. Kathy has 
developed, styled and produced fashion events during New York Fashion Week and Boston Fashion Week.
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LET US LIGHT UP 

YOUR WINTER!

You already know us for our night skiing and riding, and with upgraded lighting on every ski trail, 
this season it will be even better than ever.  

With our remodeled Coppertop Lounge, nights will be more fun inside too! Night skiing 
(and apres-skiing) are a great way to let off steam after a tough day at the office.

Night skiing & riding is fun for the whole family! Don’t feel like cooking? Bring the kids up after 
school for a few runs and enjoy dinner in the Black Diamond Restaurant.

Whether you’re coming up after school or work, here for our fun Night Race League OR just want 
to replace your morning jog with some evening runs, night skiing or riding gives you a chance to 
double your fun this winter!

SKI THE 
LATE SHIFT!

CAN’T GET HERE BY 4 PM? 
Try the discounted Night 

Shift Ticket from 7 – 10 pm. 
Come later, ski more!

Open daily until 10 pm. May close at 8 pm beginning 3/11/18. 
Operates in conjunction with Mass. Dept. of  Conservation & Recreation.

 

SKIING AND RIDING AT WACHUSETT WILL 
BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY (AND YOUR NIGHT!)

 Buy Night Tickets
online at 

wachusett.com
& SAVE!

BUY NOW  ❆  wachusett.com  ❆  978.464.2300

499 Mountain Road
Princeton MA 01541 
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ENTERING ITS SEVENTH DECADE, THE ‘ANTI-RESORT’ CAPITALIZES ON A SPECTACULAR LOCATION, CLASSIC TRAILS AND SUMPTUOUS GLADES

STILL WILD AT 60

Bruce Luetters/3Sixty Photography; Wildcat (insets)

 From humble beginnings in 1958 
to a flourishing, classic ski area today, 

Wildcat boasts a 2,112-foot vertical 
and scintillating views of Tuckerman 

Ravine and Mount Washington.
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By Brion O’Connor

THE SKI INDUSTRY in 
the United States was for-
tunate to have a number 
of visionaries in the early 
years who brought their 

foresight, their elbow grease and their fi-
nancial wherewithal to a winter pastime 
that caught the fancy of the American 
sporting public. Any skier — and yes, 
snowboarder — has a debt of gratitude to 
pioneers like Johann “Hannes” Schnei-
der, Tom Corcoran, Dick Bass, Nick 
Badami, Alex Cushing, Wolfgang Lert 
and the stout, spirited souls of the 10th 
Mountain Division.

Because I have a particular affinity 
for Wildcat Mountain in northern New 
Hampshire, I feel particularly indebted 
to Charley Proctor, Mack Beal, Brooks 
Dodge, George Macomber and Mal-
colm McLane. It was Proctor, Canada’s 
“all around ski champion” in 1927, who 
first laid out the legendary Wildcat Trail 
in the summer of 1933 on the eastern 
side of Pinkham Notch in the shadow 
of the famed Presidential Range. I have 
to believe that Proctor was inspired not 
only by the promising terrain and prime 
northern exposure, but also the breath-
taking sight of Mount Washington and 
Tuckerman Ravine to the west.

Dubbed a “Class A race trail,” the 
Wildcat Trail was cut by the newly formed 
Depression-era Civilian Conservation 
Corps, which means I’m also indebted to 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
his New Deal programs. The trail was an 
epic early ski run, 60 feet wide and 1½ 
miles long, plummeting more than 2,000 
vertical feet from a warming hut near the 
summit of “Wildcat E” peak to the base 
of the mountain. Prior to the advent of 
lift-served skiing, the Wildcat Ski Trail 
was one of the top racing destinations in 
all of New England.

Beal, Dodge, Macomber and McLane 
entered the picture in the mid-1950s, 
when they finagled permission from the 
United States Forest Service to create a 
commercial ski area on Wildcat Moun-
tain. The first development of its type 
in the White Mountain National Forest, 
and the first ski area to be constructed 
on national forest land on the East Coast, 
the new ski area incorporated the Wild-
cat Ski Trail, but expanded the trail net-
work considerably.

Because of the efforts of this forward-
thinking foursome, and the legions of loy-
al skiers and snowboarders who have vis-
ited since, Wildcat is celebrating its 60th 
anniversary this winter. Just last month, 
Wildcat opened after snow crews fired up 
a brand-new snowmaking system, which 
is now one of the most powerful systems 
in the Northeast after $30 million in up-
grades, including the recently completed 
West Lake Water Project.  

  “The West Lake project, along with 
its substantial improvement to our 
snowmaking system, has been a huge 
undertaking, and we’re excited to show 
what it can do,” said Erik Barnes of Peak 
Resorts, Wildcat’s current owner. “Our 
skiers and riders will really see the dif-
ference from day one and throughout 
the season.”

Wildcat Ski Area officially opened on 
Jan. 25, 1958, as one of the largest com-
mercial ski areas in the Northeast. Mid-
way through that inaugural season, the 
Italian Carlevaro & Savio two-person gon-
dola was launched, providing more than 
2,000 continuous vertical feet of skiing 
on the Wildcat and Polecat trails, while a 
3,000-foot T-bar serviced the lower slopes.

The next decade was a period of diz-
zying growth for Wildcat, starting with 
the grooming of the Polecat Trail in 1959 
to provide more terrain for beginner and 
lower-level intermediate skiers. The Lynx 
Trail and classic blue-square Alley Cat 
trail were introduced a year later. A 1,100-
foot novice T-bar was installed just beyond 
the original T-bar, servicing both slopes. 
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Of course, since New England skiers are 
a cantankerous lot, not all the changes were 
welcomed. Since its inception, Wildcat cul-
tivated a well-deserved reputation as a no-
frills ski hill, and the Boston Globe claimed 
all these early improvements had actually 
“clipped Wildcat’s claws.” Still, there was 
no denying that the majority of visitors ap-
proved of the changes.

Perhaps the biggest “improvement” 
that benefited Wildcat actually came 
compliments of the state of New Hamp-
shire, which rebuilt the north/south 
Route 16 corridor in the early 1960s. Sud-
denly, the trek to Wildcat didn’t seem 
quite so daunting. Plus, the roadway was 
relocated across the Peabody River, giv-
ing Wildcat owners a larger base area to 

work with. The area continued to grow 
at a relatively steady clip over the next 
dozen years, including the opening of 
the original 9,000 square feet of the pres-
ent base lodge in 1970.

Like many New England areas, Wild-
cat was hit hard by a brutal combination 
of unseasonably bad weather and the en-
ergy crisis during the winter of 1973-74, 

and the area witnessed a 40 percent drop 
in skier visits. But that slump merely gave 
Wildcat an opportunity to prove its tenac-
ity. The very next winter, Wildcat’s first 
snowmaking system was unveiled, and 
over the next 20 years the network was 
expanded to all the major trails, including 
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NESJ TV: Wildcat/Attitash 

Check out Season 3, Episode 5 of New 
England Ski Journal TV, featuring Wildcat 
Mountain and Attitash Mountain Resort. 

 Watch at goo.gl/BQ7r76 

https://vimeo.com/218834784
https://vimeo.com/218834784
hockeyjournal.com/TV
https://vimeo.com/218834784


     MOUNTAINS
LIFT TICKET

VT

ME

MA

NH

SAVE BIG 

off the ticket window price 
when you buy in advance at 

attitash.com 
skiwildcat.com

This winter, Attitash Mountain Resort and Wildcat Mountain 
offer you an experience unmatched in all of New Hampshire: 
two ski resorts, all wrapped up into one ticket! Nestled in the 
magnificent White Mountains, and located only 20 minutes 
from each other, these two incredible resorts provide the 
perfect storm for your next skiing adventure.
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skiwildcat.com

This winter, Attitash Mountain Resort and Wildcat Mountain 
offer you an experience unmatched in all of New Hampshire: 
two ski resorts, all wrapped up into one ticket! Nestled in the 
magnificent White Mountains, and located only 20 minutes 
from each other, these two incredible resorts provide the 
perfect storm for your next skiing adventure.
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Call 1-877-564-7829 or visit nordicvillage.com 

Majestic 
Views 

and a short drive to 

Major 
Ski Areas

Route 16 ~ Jackson, NH

Amenities Include:

On-site Cross Country Skiing
Ice Skating
Indoor Pool

Sauna
Fitness Center 

Outdoor Heated Pool
Nightly Bonfi res

Discounted Ski Tickets 

Many suites and rooms with 
fi replaces and Jacuzzi tubs.

Sunday River
60 miles

Waterville Valley
54 miles

Loon Mountain
40 miles

Nordic Village is in the Center of it All!

Attitash
4 miles

Shawnee Peak
32 miles

Cranmore
8 miles

Bear Notch 
9 miles

Cannon Mtn.
52 miles

Bretton Woods
27 miles

Great Glen Trails
13 miles

Wildcat
10 miles

Jackson Ski Touring
1 mile

Black Mtn.
3 miles

King Pine
22 miles

a huge capital upgrade in 2013-14.
Today, Wildcat boasts outstanding 

snowmaking on 90 percent of the area’s 
terrain to supplement an average natural 
snowfall of more than 200 inches. Four 
state-of-the-art Prinoth snow-groom-
ing vehicles hit the slopes every night, 
combing 70 percent of the area’s trails.

“Continuing to maintain and upgrade 
our snowmaking infrastructure remains 
to be a top priority for Peak Resorts, and 
something we’re really excited about,” 
said Brian Heon, vice president and gen-
eral manager of Wildcat. “By adding new 
pipe, hydrants and valves, we’re allowing 
our snowmaking team to move more ef-
ficiently from trail to trail.”

In 1986, the Franchi family, owners of 
the Cranmore Tennis Club, purchased 
Wildcat. The area remained in the Fran-
chi family almost a quarter century, until 
2010, when they sold the property to the 
current owners, Peak Resorts.

Today, it’s a little sobering to think 
that Wildcat and I are both celebrating 
60 years. Unlike me, Wildcat continues to 
improve with age. Yes, the Italian gondola 
with its adorable egg-shaped, two-person 
pods is long gone, though you can find in-
dividual pods at restaurants and ski clubs 

dotting the Mount Washington Valley. 
But Wildcat still boasts an uphill capac-
ity of more than 6,500 skiers per hour. 
Leading the way is the 6,700-foot Wildcat 
Express Quad, which services the entire 
mountain. Add three triple chairs and a 
surface carpet ride for beginners, and it’s 
easy to understand why Wildcat skiers 
and boarders spend less time in line, and 
more time on the slopes. 

“The area itself is a great combination 
of old-time trails,” says Wildcat veteran 
Vaughn Harring of Massachusetts, who 
continues to volunteer as a coach of the 
racing team. “Many of the original (trails 
were) cut in the ‘50s. There are trails that 
follow the hill’s contours and are distinct 
across the hill. The addition of the high-
speed quad allows you to rise 2,100 verti-
cal in about eight minutes when things 

are rolling. It’s a perfect mix of old-time 
trails and new technology.”

Most importantly, Wildcat is not a 
“resort.” You won’t find condos, high-end 
restaurants or kitschy boutiques. It’s a 
ski area, period, with the emphasis on 
skiing and riding.

Wildcat’s tale of the tape is impressive: 
225 skiable acres that boast a tremendous 
variety of wide groomed trails, glades, 

Events 
Wildcat is celebrating its 60th birthday in a big 

way. The official 60th anniversary date is set for 
Thursday, Jan. 25, and deals are available online for 
the weekend (Jan. 25-28), including multi-day ticket 

packages. Birthday activities will include a fireworks 
show, specialty beer brewed by Tuckerman’s Brewing 
Company, commemorative Wildcat posters, and a 
scavenger hunt.

In addition to anniversary-related events, Wildcat 
offers a calendar of special events, including:

The Wildcat Pub Après Ski entertainment 
series features local talent throughout the ski season, 
including Pat Foley, Shark Martin, the Jonathan Sarty 
Band and the Gravel Project.

Jan. 27-28 | The ninth annual Military Salute 
Weekend, with free lift tickets for active and veteran 
servicemen and women and discounted tickets ($45) 
for active duty family members. Members of the 
Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard will be 
present for the anthem, parade and festitivies.

Feb. 20 | The Kitty Litter Cardboard Box Race is a 
great February vacation week tradition for kids. Prizes 
include best time, best decorated and best crash.

Feb. 21 | 9 Lives Lunch Tray Luge is another 
vacation week event, with participants competing 
head-to-head on lunch trays.

March 12 | The 15th annual 100,000 Foot Vertical 
Challenge. For a $250 donation to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of New Hampshire, skiers and riders can 
attempt to make the 48-plus runs along the Lynx Trail 
required to reach 100,000 vertical feet.

April 7 | Cat Scratch Fever Freeride Day features 
skiers and riders in a judged event highlighting par-
ticipants’ best tricks and speed, with music provided 
by the Pat Foley Band.

April 14 | The Wildcat Pond Skim is a springtime 
classic, and always a favorite among spectators, with 
skiers and riders risking a good soaking to “skim” 
across the area’s pond. Costumes are encouraged but 
not required. 

For a complete listing of events at the ski area, 
visit skiwildcat.com/events-calendar.

Continued from Page 25 Wildcat’s 60th bash set for Jan� 25, with deals all season
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Great Glen Trails Outdoor Center
25 Minutes North of North Conway
Get outfitted at THE BEST Nordic ski
shop in the White Mountains

45 Kilometers of Scenic, Uncrowded Trails
Cross-Country Skiing  •  Snowshoeing

Snow Tubing  •  Fatbiking

First-time pass holders get 50% off a Great Glen Trails season pass 
Buy an adult season pass and ALL your kids get a FREE season pass
Includes cross-country skiing, snow tubing, snowshoeing and fatbiking

Pinkham Notch, Rte. 16, Gorham, NH
603-466-3988 • GreatGlenTrails.comSnowCoach Tours

www.SnowCoachNH.com
Season Passes

A Great Family Value

Comfortable winter tours to treeline on Mount Washington 
Choose to snowshoe down the Auto Road from the top of the tour  
Travel into a sub-arctic world for an unforgettable adventure

bumps, steeps and 
tree skiing. Wildcat 
features a vertical 
drop of 2,112 feet 
from the 4,062-foot 
summit, and a total of 48 trails plus a ter-
rain park. The breakdown of trail ratings 
is 20 percent beginner, 47 percent inter-
mediate and 33 percent expert.

For warm-up runs, Lynx (voted “Most 

Scenic Trail” in 
the North Conway 
area by National 
Geographic maga-

zine) and Catapult are excellent 
intermediate options as they serpentine 
down the hill, with a tantalizing mix of 
terrain that requires a corresponding 
mix of technique. Once you get your 
legs underneath you, ratchet up the in-

tensity on black diamonds such as Top 
Cat and Lift Lion. Which brings us to the 
signature Wildcat Trail, the area’s origi-
nal gem. 

Suffice to say Proctor knew what he 
was doing when he designed the Wildcat 
Trail back in 1933. Now divided into Up-
per, Middle and Lower Wildcat — adher-
ing to that annoyingly quaint New Eng-
land practice of artificially inflating the 

number of runs — the trail features an ex-
ceptional blend of topography and pitch. 
It is a quintessential New England “ski 
run” that has withstood the test of time.

So have Wildcat’s stunning views. The 
area is consistently ranked No. 1 for scen-
ery in the East by Ski Magazine’s annual 
resort poll. But those panoramic views 
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What else to do
If I get in a full day of turns at Wildcat, all I really 

want to do afterward is soak my bones in a Jacuzzi. But 
you can immerse yourself in the good old-fashioned 
après ski gab-fest at the lodge, where skiers and board-
ers come together over a few carbonated beverages to 
discuss their day on the hill. What, really, could be better?

Nordic ski enthusiasts will salivate over the Wild-
cat Valley Trail, an expert, 17.8-kilometer cross-
country ski trail with a 3,240-foot vertical from the 
summit of Wildcat to Jackson Village, part of the 150 
kilometers of trail managed by the Jackson Ski Touring 
Foundation (jacksonxc.org; 603-383-9355). North 
Conway is always a buzz of activity, from sun up to way 
past sundown. Outlet stores (too numerous to count 
or mention) are a shopper’s delight, but bring the 
elbow pads. For something completely different, try 
ice climbing with the gang at International Mountain 
Climbing School (ime-usa.
com; 603-356-7064).

Where to stay
The Appalachian Mountain Club’s Joe Dodge 

Lodge (outdoors.org; 603-466-2727) in Pinkham 
Notch is the closest accommodations to Wildcat, and 
the most rustic. Breakfast and dinner are included in 
most packages. This is by far the most convenient, and 
economical, choice near Wildcat. But there are fabulous 
options in Jackson, just a few miles away. Favorites in-
clude the Inn at Thorn Hill (innatthornhill.com; 800-
289-8990), the Inn at Jackson (innatjackson.com; 
603-383-4321), the Christmas Farm Inn (christ-
masfarminn.com; 603-383-4313), The Wentworth 
(thewentworth.com; 603-383-9700); and Whitney’s 
Inn at Jackson (whitneysinn.com; 603-383-8916). To 
the north, I’d give the nod to the Libby House Inn & 
Barn in Gorham (libbyhouseinn.com; 603-723-6129).

Where to eat
If you’re not staying at 

the Joe Dodge Lodge just 
a hop, skip and a ski jump 

away, your best bet for après ski grub is found south 
on Route 16, in Jackson or Glen (again, you’ve got 
plenty more options in North Conway, further south, 
and Gorham to the north). There’s often a long line 
outside The Red Fox Bar & Grille, situated across 
from the historic covered bridge in Jackson, and for 
good reason. Few dining establishments can match the 
combination of value, variety and service that you’ll 
find there. The mouth-watering creations produced 
by the wood-fire ovens and grills range from bourbon 
steak tips and fire-roasted chicken and seafood 
dishes to inspired pizzas. In the village of Jackson, the 
Wildcat Inn & Tavern offers both fine dining in its 
elegant hole-in-the-wall dining room and pub food 
plus live music at the bar next door. Seating in both 
can feel either crowded or comfy, depending on your 
point of view. But the service is attentive and upbeat, 
and the food is great. Another terrific fine-dining 
option is the aforementioned Inn at Thorn Hill, 
while the Shovel Handle Pub at Whitney’s Inn and 
the Shannon Door Irish Pub (stop in while the local 
Riley Parkhurst Project is providing the music) offer 

outstanding comfort-food menus. 
In Glen, I usually find my way to the Margarita 

Grille, with its farm-to-table menu of Southwest 
delights, including gringo, Native American, Hispanic, 
cowboy, chuckwagon and Mexican, with a sampling of 
Creole and Cajun to boot. My one caveat: Ask for your 
tequila by name. Nearby, the Red Parka Pub in Glen 
is a North Country institution that just keeps getting 
better with age. Due to its primo location near the 
intersection of Routes 16 and 302, there’s typically a 
bit of a traffic jam at the pub’s front door. But the Red 
Parka chefs will make certain your growling belly will 
be rewarded once you’re seated, with a wonderfully 
eclectic menu.  

 — BRION O’CONNOR

Continued on Page 30
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come with a hefty price when Old Man 
Winter is in an ill mood. Situated at the 
confluence of three major weather pat-
terns, Wildcat and the neighboring Presi-
dential Range, including Mount Wash-
ington (where the highest land-based 
wind speed — 231 miles an hour — was re-
corded in 1934, the year after the Wildcat 
Trail was first cut), can provide plenty of 
snarl in the dead of winter. To appreciate 
the abrasive effects that these winds can 
have, consider that scientists believe that 
the Presidential Range once rivaled the 
Swiss Alps millions of years ago. 

“Some days it was so cold, so windy, 
you wouldn’t think any human being 
would want to be outside, but no one 
could make me go inside,” said Jessie 
McAleer, a multiple-time national mas-
ters champion who grew up racing here. 
“I thank Wildcat’s brutal cold and windy 
weather for toughening me up.  

“Wildcat always seemed to me to be 
closer to the rawness of the wild, closer 
to being a mountain than a ‘ski area,’ ” 
said McAleer. “And it always makes me 
feel alive and free, like I did when I played 
there as a kid.”

The longest trail in the Granite State, 
Polecat stretches nearly three miles as it 

winds along the northern rim of the area. 
Though it’s a beginner trail, Polecat is 
still a blast to ski, for the novices who 
want the bragging rights of skiing from 
the summit, or intermediates who prefer 
to work on their gliding. Then there are 
the trees, which provide a special treat 
when Mother Nature cooperates with 
natural fluff.

“The ability to ski the woods on 
Thompson Brook or the Wildcat glades 

is a unique element of the area,” says 
Harring. “On a good powder day, the 
trails are almost empty as the locals hit 
the woods. The terrain is amazing and 
can be very challenging — iced streams, 
stumps, rocks and chutes lie in wait for 
the hearty poachers.”

Speaking of poachers, Wildcat also 
has a long and celebrated history of 
backcountry skiing. However, there are 
some caveats to keep in mind. Uphill 
access to Wildcat Mountain by hiking, 
skinning, snowshoeing  or any other 
manual ascent is allowed only with a 
trail pass ($10) or lift ticket, or with a 
valid season pass, and should be done 
along the area’s designated uphill route 
(Stray Cat to Middle Polecat to Catnap 
to Upper Polecat). Use of the mountain 
is prohibited outside of normal operat-
ing hours. 

Furthermore, glades and backcountry 
areas outside the area’s boundaries aren’t 
maintained or patrolled by Wildcat Moun-
tain. In short, you ski these sections at 
your own risk. Once you pass beyond the 
ski area boundaries, you leave the area of 
Ski Patrol Services. That means you’re re-
sponsible for your own actions, your own 
rescue and the cost of your rescue.

Wildcat and its Peak Resorts sisters 
also are rolling out several new pro-

grams this year that are valid across all 
Peak Pass Northeast mountains.  The 
Peak Discovery Learn-To Program is 
aimed at introducing new skiers and 
riders to the sport.  Guests purchasing 
the program will receive a card valid for 
three lessons, equipment rentals includ-
ing helmets and lift tickets. The first two 
will be valid for lower-mountain tickets 
at resorts like Wildcat and Attitash/Bear 
Peak, but will be full-mountain tickets 
upon their third visit. 

The Discovery Program affords 
guests the flexibility of taking their les-
sons at multiple resorts. A guest can take 
one lesson at Wildcat and then a second 
lesson at Mount Snow or Attitash/Bear 
Peak. 

Also new at Wildcat and Peak Resorts 
is the Military Program. All military per-
sonnel — including active servicemen 
and women, veterans, retired military 
and their dependents — can receive a 
card offering 40 percent off midweek, 
non-holiday lift tickets and 25 percent 
off weekend/holiday tickets. 

All these programs are designed to 
bring more folks into Wildcat’s circle. 
Just remember to bring a good balacla-
va, and extra layers.

feedback@skijournal.com

♦WILDCAT MOUNTAIN
542 Route 16, Pinkham Notch,  

Gorham, NH, 03581
skiwildcat.com

Phone: 603-466-3326
Toll-freee: 888-754-9453

Vertical drop

2,112
Trails/glades
48

Skiable acres

225
Lifts
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“Best Alpine Ski Binding” “Best Innovation in Snow Sports”

PureLateral™ - LeverEdge™ - FlexFloat™ 
KneeBinding.com       +1 (802) 760-3026
© 2017 KneeBinding, Inc.  

Made in the USA 

HardCore-14

KneeBinding is the ONLY binding 
proven to protect against most knee injuries.  

Add superior leverage, edge-grip, retention and elasticity, 
cantilevered brakes, precision toe-height, the most stable 
platform, and the ONLY floating mount system for “flat” skis.

Insist on professional-grade KneeBindings 
for world-class performance AND 
dramatically fewer serious injuries. 
  

Performance
+  Protection
Confidence

KneeBinding is to bindings 
what a helmet is to hats
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By Joan Wallen

Whether it’s a one-
night getaway, a 
long weekend or 
a week’s vacation, 
Nordic Village Re-

sort in the heart of the Mount Washing-
ton Valley offers a tranquil setting with 
spectacular views. 

Nordic Village’s accommodations, 
ranging from small and elegant to large 
and luxurious, are located along a mile-
long road winding up the side of a moun-
tain in Jackson, N.H. Many of the units 
offer sweeping views of the surrounding 
mountains including Black Mountain 
in Jackson and Cranmore Mountain in 
North Conway. 

The 165 or so acres of the resort fea-
ture hiking trails (great for snowshoeing 
in winter), a mountain-top fitness center, 
a playground where toddlers can work 
off steam while improving balance and 
coordination, the Mountain Club and 
day and evening entertainment for all 
ages.          

n Accommodations at Nordic Village 
Resort range from a single hotel room to 
spacious and luxurious four-bedroom 
Victorian-style chateau units, with other 
options and combinations in between. 
The cathedral-ceiling, one-room pent-
houses, for two guests, feature spectacu-
lar views, more space than a typical hotel 
room, a king bed, a bath with a two-per-

son Jacuzzi, a gas fireplace and a refrig-
erator and coffee maker. 

n The two-room suites, at patio lev-

el, have a den with sleep sofa in addition 
to a separate bedroom. They will sleep 
up to four people. 

n The one-bedroom condo also 
sleeps four, with a sleep sofa, but offers 
more space and a fully equipped kitch-
en. Most have a gas fireplace. 

n The two-bedroom townhouses 
can sleep up to six, with a sleep sofa in 
the living room, a balcony, a master bed-
room with bath and a guest bedroom 
and bath on two levels. 

n The three-bedroom townhouses 
are more like a home. The first floor has 
a dining area in addition to the living 
room with gas fireplace and balcony, 
kitchen and half-bath. The second floor 
has a master bedroom with balcony, a 
full bath and a guest bedroom. Another 
guest bedroom is located on the third 
level. This unit can sleep six to eight 
people. 

n The luxurious Chateaus at High-
land Ridge offer the utmost in space, 
comfort and sumptuousness. They may 
be rented as one large four-bedroom 
home comprised of one or two master 
suites and two penthouses, or the suites 
and penthouses may be rented individu-
ally sleeping four people in each one.

In addition to the wonderful vari-
ety of living spaces, the resort provides 
plenty to do right on the property. The 
many hiking trails that meander through 
the resort provide wonderful snowshoe-
ing practically from your doorstep. In 
summer they are great for family hikes 
and observing the wonders of the natu-
ral world. 

The fitness center features state-
of-the-art workout and cardiovascular 
equipment available to guests 18 and 
over. There’s also an outdoor pool and 
therapy spa (summer only) and a sauna 
for relaxation. The playground is just 
that — an exercise space for the young-
est set with a spiral slide, some walking 
bridges and tunnels to crawl through.

The Mountain Club offers indoor and 
outdoor recreation for all ages all year 
round. With two outdoor heated swim-
ming pools open year round, as well as 
an indoor heated pool, guests can swim 
under the stars or in the relaxing aura of 
the atrium. There’s also one indoor and 
one outdoor eight-person therapy spa, a 
steam room, board games and a variety 
of other recreational equipment. Family 
entertainment at Nordic Falls includes 
clowns, fairy tale characters, wildlife en-
counters and movie nights. Guests can 
gather ’round a roaring bonfire every Fri-
day and Saturday night.

Even if you have a unit with a well-
appointed kitchen, you may want to take 
advantage of one of the many dining 
options in the area. Within a couple of 
miles from the resort there are choices 
ranging from the AAA four-diamond 
rated Christmas Farm Inn or The Wen-
tworth, to the more casual Red Parka 
Steakhouse, the Shannon Door Pub 
and several others. Farther away, toward 

CHECK IN/CHECK OUT Nordic Village Resort

NORDIC EXPOSURE
n Diverse accommodation choices, top-notch setting and  
a host of amenities make this a destination to cherish



North Conway you’ll find a wide range 
of establishments serving American 
standards like seafood, steak and pub 
fare as well as ethnic foods such as Thai, 
Mexican and Italian.

While there’s plenty to do right at 
the resort, many guests use it as home 
base for skiing, both downhill and cross-
country. Wildcat, Black Mountain, At-
titash, Bretton Woods and Cranmore 
are all within a short ride from Nordic 
Village. For cross-country enthusiasts, 
there’s Jackson XC just down the road, 
Great Glen Trails near the base of Mount 
Washington and Bear Notch Ski Tour-

ing Center just up Route 16 in Bartlett. 
If snowmobiling is your passion, or just 
a diversion for an afternoon, they are 
available for rent at Northern Extreme 
and Lil’ Man Snowmobile Rental, both 

located in nearby Bartlett. 
“We have a family-friendly resort that 

is so close to all the winter activities the 
area offers,” says Sheryl Doucet, assis-
tant general manager at the resort. “Our 
guests love alpine and cross-country ski-
ing. Our setting is particularly gorgeous 
over the holidays, and many families re-
turn for our tree lightings that are held 

each Saturday evening. Santa arrives by 
horse-drawn sleigh, and there’s cookie 
decorating and other holiday activities 
that provide our guests cherished mem-
ories for years to come.”

Special packages are available in 
combination with local attractions such 
as Santa’s Village with holiday-themed 
rides and activities or the Romance 
Package with wine and chocolates plus 
fine dining at a local restaurant. 

Whether you are looking for a ro-
mantic getaway for two, an active fam-
ily vacation or a gathering place for a 
special occasion, Nordic Village Resort 
provides a remarkable and impressive 
setting year round.

feedback@skijournal.com
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40 unique rooms 
in 5 historic buildings
• Use of nearby health club 
• Spa services also available

Package deals!
STAY 2 NIGHTS GET THE 3RD 50% OFF! 
see website for details

legendarY dining
• Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
• 170-seat Function Suite:  
 800-321-3985 to book

comPanY store & gift shoP
tWo PuBs
• Live Entertainment!
• 14 handcrafted ales on tap!
 Many available in local stores & restaurants

on-site BreWerY
• BREW TOURS DAILY Reserve Online

• Brewer’s Weekends: learn how to brew beer!  
 2   nights, breakfast daily, reception, dinner, &  
 T-shirt or hat!

135 Main Street, No. Woodstock, NH 03262      

                                    
                800-321-3985  • WoodstockInnNH.com

Nordic Village Resort
Route 16, Jackson, NH 03846
Phone: 603-383-9101 | nordicvillage.com



34 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL December 2017

By Joan Wallen

With Thanksgiving 
just past and the 
first days of win-
ter approaching, 
thoughts turn to 

the holidays, the opening of many re-
sorts and family time together on and 
off the snow. 

The slopes of New England are ramp-
ing up their snowmaking, the lifts are 
turning and the holiday spirit makes its 
appearance everywhere. Whether it’s a 
day trip, a weekend or a week’s vacation, 
resorts around the area are ready with a 
myriad of activities on and off the slopes 
that will appeal to all, from the youngest 
toddlers to their grandparents. Most re-
sorts have Christmas-themed activities 
in December. Appearances by Santa, 
costumed races, musical performances, 
tree lightings and fireworks will create 
excitement and general merriment.

Smugglers’ Notch in northern Ver-
mont long has been known not only for 
its wonderful skiing and riding but also 
for its on- and off-snow family program-
ming. A testament to this is its honor as 
Ski Magazine’s “No. 1 in the East” in the 
categories of kid friendly, service and 
overall resort. 

This season, Smuggs will be offering 
several packages around the holidays. 
Dubbed the December Holiday Magic 
Getaway, running Dec. 8-25, it allows 
families to choose from four different 
Club Smugglers’ packages. The Base 
Package is a traditional ski-and-stay 
package that offers lodging, lift tickets, 
indoor pool, hot tubs and snow tubing. 
Per night prices start at $129 for adults 
and $99 for ages 17 and under. The Fami-
lyFest Package adds Snow Sport Univer-

sity kids programs for ages 3-17 as well 
as a discount for child care up to 3 years 
old, at nightly rates of $129 for adults 
and $119 for kids. For a slight increase in 
price for adults ($159/night), the Sum-
mit Package adds Snow Sport Univer-
sity programs for adults as well as kids. 
You’re never too old to improve your 
technique. The Winter Experience Pack-
age, great for those who are not downhill 
skiers, includes lodging and a number 
of indoor and outdoor activities, such as 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and 
other daily activities.

The New Year’s Celebration runs 
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 and includes the 
above packages, at a slightly higher price 
point, plus a lot more. There’s the Show-
time Character Dance Party with a wide 
cast of characters, a New Year’s Eve early 

evening Friendly Pirate song fest party 
followed by a bonfire, torchlight parade, 
fireworks and a dance party for all ages. 
Adults can party without the kids with 
karaoke at Bootleggers Lounge. Also for 
adults only is a unique New Year’s Eve 
Top of the Notch Dinner. Ride the lift to 
the top of Sterling Mountain and enjoy 
a gourmet dinner in a rustic, charming, 
candlelit mountaintop cabin. You can 
be guilt free about the extra calories as 
you will return to the base by foot power, 
snowshoeing 40 minutes down to the 
base lodge.

Ziplining, broomball, airboarding, the 
FunZone Ozone and even more provide 
endless opportunities for entertainment 
off the slopes.

In the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, Bretton Woods serves up 

FAMILY SKIING

It’s prime time to hit the high country for snowshoeing,  powder hunting, revelry and other holiday festivities
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 King Pine offers a 
wide array of events in 
December, including a 

moonlight snowshoe tour 
through NH Audubon’s 

Hoyt Wildlife Sanctuary.



a smorgasbord of family activities dur-
ing the Christmas holidays. For the 
youngest set, there’s cookie decorating, 
stories and music while sipping cocoa 
with Mrs. Claus on selected Saturdays 
in December. On Dec. 18, for one night 
only, adults can enjoy a three-course din-
ner in the Grand Ballroom of the Omni 
Mount Washington Hotel and dance to 
the big-band sounds of the Glen Miller 
Orchestra.

The Holly Jolly Christmas celebra-
tion at the Omni Mount Washington 

runs from Dec. 18-25 and encompasses 
holiday-themed activities for kids and 
adults. Included in the four-day festivi-
ties are letter writing to Santa, searching 
for the Elf on the Shelf, crafts in Santa’s 
toy room, movies, pajama parties, elf 
tuck-ins and more for kids of all ages. Ev-
eryone can enjoy team snowball fights, 
cocoa socials, scavenger hunts, games, 
gingerbread house decorating, soap 
making and storytelling. On Christmas 
Eve, once the kids are tucked safely in 
bed, adults can unveil their worst ward-
robe item at the Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Party in the Cave. Christmas Day there’s 
a Stocking Stuffer scavenger hunt and 
special lift ticket rates. You can follow 
up a day on the slopes with a sumptuous 
buffet at the hotel and s’mores by the fire.

Ring in 2018 with four days of fes-

tivities at the Omni Mount Washington 
beginning on Friday, Dec. 29, and going 
through New Year’s Day. With the in-
terests of both kids and adults in mind, 
there’s something for everyone — story-
telling, crafts, cookie decorating, movies 
and a scavenger hunt for the younger 
set. Adults can relax after a day on the 
slopes with yoga or a paint and sip party 
with friends or partners. On Saturday,  a 
unique Prohibition Tea Party will be held 
in the Cave. During the Prohibition Era, 
it was a speakeasy where guests could 
imbibe alcohol in tea cups to disguise 
the contents. At this party, you’ll sip bev-
erages of the day and learn about the 
18th Amendment, bootlegging and the 
Cave’s role during that era. Families can 
enjoy outdoor fireside s’mores, movies, 
an exploration of local wildlife and their 

habitats, games and, of course, fireworks. 
On New Year’s Eve, there are a number 
of special dining options ranging from 
an elegant seven-course meal at the 
Bretton Arms to a family buffet with a 
DJ in the Grand Ballroom and a seven-
course Italian dinner served family style 
in the Presidential Ballroom. Stickney’s 
Pub serves fine food sourced locally. The 
adult-only (age 16 and up) Swing Era 
Gala is held in the Main Dining Room 
of the hotel. Guests are invited to attend 
in their best 1940s attire and enjoy a 
meal served using fine linen, silver and 
glassware. Dance to the big-band sound 
and cap off the evening with a midnight 
champagne toast. Adults 21-plus can end 
the evening in the Cave, open for cele-
brating until 1 a.m.

Of course a holiday vacation is not just 
about parties, dining and indoor activi-
ties. Bretton Woods Ski Area offers some 
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 In addition to superb  
snow conditions, Smugglers’ 
Notch Resort in Vermont 
serves up events and  
specials through the  
holiday season and beyond.

 Tubing at  
Pats Peak

Presented by



36 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL December 2017

of New England’s finest skiing and riding. 
Voted by Ski Magazine No. 1 in the East 
for grooming, its 62 trails, 35 glades and 
three terrain parks will keep snowsports 
enthusiasts challenged, whether you are 
just starting out or an accomplished black 
diamond skier. Five trails and two lifts are 
open for night skiing during the holiday 
period. With an average annual snowfall 
of 200 inches and 92 percent snowmak-
ing, the mountain is awaiting. Have a 
family member who doesn’t downhill ski? 
Nordic skiing, snowshoeing, sleigh rides, 
a zipline canopy tour, snowmobiling, a 
kids snowmobile park, tubing, skating, 
winter fat tire biking and a climbing wall 
ensure plenty of activities for all ages and 
interests, skiers and non-skiers alike.

In Maine, Sunday River hosts Win-
terfest Weekend Dec. 16-17. Santa and 
Eddy the Yeti will be making an appear-
ance, there’s $5 night skiing at South 
Ridge and North Peak, live music and 
the resort’s 58th Birthday Bash with a 
torchlight parade, games, a bonfire and 
fireworks in, and outside, the Foggy Gog-
gle Bar. The Christmas-New Year’s vaca-
tion week will kick off with a Christmas 
Eve worship service. During the week 
there will be après-ski live entertain-

ment in the Foggy Goggle, a family din-
ner at mid-mountain Peak Lodge, laser 
tag, a comedy/magic show and several 
New Year’s Eve parties for all ages.

Cranapalooza makes a return to 
Cranmore Mountain this season on 
Dec. 27 and continuing through Dec. 31 
with a special edition on New Year’s Eve. 
Games, entertainment, a DJ, C-more the 
Penguin, s’mores and more create fam-

ily fun in Schneider Square. In addition 
there will be live entertainment in Zip’s 
Pub nightly.

The popular Eastern race series Verti-
cal Challenge, open to all ages and abili-
ties, kicks off at Okemo on Dec. 16. On 
Dec. 23 Santa and his elves arrive with 
balloons for all. A Christmas Eve Can-
dlelight service, Warren Miller’s new 
movie “Line of Descent,” a torchlight 

parade and fireworks, and a very family 
friendly New Year’s Eve bash, with tons 
of activities and entertainment begin-
ning at 5 p.m., rounds out the vacation 
week at this Vermont resort.

Young skiers and riders 12 and un-
der can kick off the winter season with 
the Grommet Jam at Mount Snow on 
Dec. 27. It’s open to all who can ride the 
Grommet lift. It’s a combination of help-
ful tips from the resort’s coaches and a 
fun park competition. There’ll also be an 
early torchlight parade and fireworks, a 
family dinner party and a family-friendly 
nightclub event on New Year’s Eve.

King Pine in New Hampshire will 
have skiing and riding, music, a bonfire, 
torchlight parade and tubing on New 
Year’s Eve. In addition there will be a 
moonlight snowshoe tour through NH 
Audubon’s Hoyt Wildlife Sanctuary.

Also in New Hampshire, Pats Peak 
offers up a full schedule of New Year’s 
activities. With skiing, riding and tubing 
until 10 p.m., a live band, a comedy show, 
food tasting stations, a champagne toast 
and fireworks at midnight, there’s plenty 
to do for everyone in the family, whether 
you’re a skier or boarder or just want to 
hang out and party.

feedback@skijournal.com
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kingpine.com 603-367-8896 
1251 Eaton Road, East Madison, NH 03836

MORE FUN,
MORE AFFORDABLE
 BEST SKI-IN AND SKI-OUT RESORT - BEST OF NH 2017 | NEW HAMPSHIRE MAGAZINE
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 Young skiers and riders 12 and 
under can kick off the winter 

season with the Grommet Jam at 
Mount Snow on Dec. 27.
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By Eric Wilbur

Long after swamped snow 
trains first established the 
town as the Northeast’s 
busiest skiing destination, 
decades after famed sports 

apparel shop Carroll Reed found itself 
replaced by an athletic chain with less of 
an emphasis on winter sports, and even 
in the wake of a new development at the 
base of Mount Cranmore that, perhaps, 
promises to give the region a luxurious 
flair that it might have been lacking, it’s 
impossible to alter the specific traits that 
North Conway possesses as one of our 
favorite ski towns.

Some of that has to do with the ac-
cessibility of the New Hampshire town, 
less than three hours from Boston (de-
pending on what kind of shape the Za-
kim Bridge happens to be in during 
rush hour). Much of it has to do with the 
family-friendly environment that has 
been created and thrives at the region’s 
ski areas, hotels and restaurants, not to 
mention enough outlet and boutique 
outposts to make a shopaholic drool. 

But the beacon of North Conway re-
mains what has always defined the region, 
a mountainous mascot that overlooks the 

valley bearing its name with a majestic 
protectiveness, even as the harsh reali-
ties of winter swirl atop the highest point 
northeast of the Mississippi River.

If there is a capital, per se, of the Mount 
Washington Valley, it is North Conway 
Village, complete with a town center that 
seems pulled from some Rockwellian vi-
sion of what it meant to travel to a skiing 

destination during the 20th century. 
The train station, which welcomed 

thousands by the carload from Boston 
in the 1930s, remains an active bastion 
of scenic railroad excursions. The Five 
and 10 store across the street hints of a 
simpler, more social brand of business 
patronage, as does nearby Zeb’s General 
Store, a shop that exudes nostalgia with 

its local samplings and old-fashioned 
candy counter, even if it only recently 
celebrated its 26th anniversary over 
the summer. Neighborhood hangouts 
abound at the Met Coffee House, Horse-
feathers Tavern and the Flatbread Com-
pany, where wood-fired pizzas and locally 
crafted brews entice visitors into the win-
try warmth of its comforting atmosphere. 

SKITOWN
North Conway, N.H.
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THE HUB OF GRANITE STATE SKI COUNTRY

 The historic Eastern Slope Inn Resort in the 
heart of North Conway Village features 250 

rooms bridging the charm of yesteryear 
with modern comforts and conveniences.

 The Conway Scenic Railroad is based at the 1874  
Victorian station in the center of North Conway Village.



Rising above it all, in a much more gen-
teel manner than its neighboring cousin 
in the Presidential Range, Cranmore 
Mountain Resort puts the veritable bow 
on North Conway’s status as a true New 
England ski town, a four-season destina-
tion that truly awakens during the winter 
months, welcoming hardened, seasonal 
visitors to its quintessential offerings. 

“There’s something for everybody,” 
Cranmore Mountain Resort marketing 
director Rebecca Deschenes said. “Ski-
ing, shopping, there’s restaurants; it’s 
such a quaint little town with so much to 
offer and it really appeals to everybody 
in the family.” 

Indeed, North Conway’s history is 
what helped build its idyllic reputation, 
dating back to 1934, when Boston insur-
ance salesman Carroll Reed discovered 
an interest in European ski schools. He 
convinced some local innkeepers that 
it would be worth it to fund their costs 
toward a ski instructor who could work 
with their guests, and thus the Eastern 

Slope Ski School first welcomed Benno 
Rybizka of the famed Hannes Schneider 
Ski School of St. Anton, Austria, for the 
winter of 1937, the very beginning of the 
Schneider legacy in North Conway. 

It was the following year when finan-
cier Harvey Dow Gibson began planting 
the seeds of local skiing as we know it to-
day. After Gibson’s daughter spent time at 
Eastern Slope Ski School, Gibson began 
setting his sights on creating a ski area in 
his native North Conway. He chose what 
was then called Lookout Mountain as the 
site for his enterprise, also convincing 
Reed to sell his interest in the Eastern 
Slope Ski School and move lessons from 
Jackson to the center of town. 

Schneider’s arrival came in 1939, 
years after he had already established 
one of the world’s preeminent skiing 
academies in Austria. During World War 
II, Schneider refused a bid to join the Na-
zis and was imprisoned as a result. Once 

New England Ski Journal profiles 
the snowsports history and passion  

of ski towns around New England.

Location
North Conway is located in the heart  
of New Hampshire’s White Mountains,  
142 miles from Boston. 

Olympians
North Conway most recently sent skier Leanne 
Smith and biathlon racer Sean Doherty to the 
Winter Games. Smith competed both in 2010 and 
2014 but did not medal. Doherty finished 16th in 
the men’s relay during the Sochi Games in ’14. 

About town
North Conway serves as one of the epicenters 
of New Hampshire tourism, whether it means 
family treks to Story Land in the summer, leaf 
peepers checking out the foliage along the White 
Mountains Trail, or skiers and riders flocking to 
town for the wealth of lift-served trails. Last 
season, ski areas in the Granite State reported a 

30 percent increase in business, 
thanks to the fortune of an 
extended winter in the Mount 
Washington Valley. 

Population
As difficult as it might 
be to believe for anyone 
who has sat in gridlock 
along Route 16, North 
Conway proper boasts a 
population of fewer than 3,000 people. 

Famous faces
Baseball is big in the valley. Babe Ruth, who used 
to visit the Mount Washington Hotel, still has a 
presence in the area, as his daughter, 101-year-
old Julia Ruth Stevens, lives in Conway. Lefty 
pitcher Jeff Locke, who last pitched with the 
Miami Marlins in 2017, was born in North Conway.
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 A rendering of the revamped 
base village at Cranmore 
Mountain Resort, featuring the 
Kearsarge Brook Condominiums.

SKI Packages
with

kahuna laguna 
indoor WATER PARK passes 

800-RJACKET 
(800-752-2538)

redjacketresorts.com

SKI Cranmore!
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SKI TOWN North Conway, N.H.
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HAPPY 
HOUR

Daily 3-6 p.m.

Late-Night  
Menu

Every Night

Monday
MUG CLUB 
SPECIALS

Tuesday
KARAOKE

Wednesday

TRIVIA
Friday and 
Saturday

LIVE MUSIC

Sunday 10-2
BRUNCH

AWARD- 
WINNING  

CRAFT BEER  
AND CREATIVE 

PUB FARE

In North Conway
Serving lunch, dinner, 

late night and kid’s menu

1976 White Mountain Hwy
North Conway, N.H.

603-356-0590

Located in the 
Big Red Barn. 

Ample parking 
in rear lot.

Gibson heard of the situation overseas, he used his 
influence on the German economy to make a plea for 
Schneider’s release. It was that February when Schnei-
der and his family arrived in North Conway with a five-
year contract in hand to operate Cranmore’s ski school. 

In the following decade, with both the reputation that 
Schneider helped establish at the Cranmore ski school, 
as well as the popular, weekend snow trains that origi-
nated from Boston, North Conway became one of the 
most popular skiing destinations in the post-war coun-
try, helping create an entirely new lifestyle for outdoor 
activists. 

It also helped breed an old-school rustic charm to the 
area, still prevalent in classic, après-ski joints such as 
Glen’s Red Parka Pub, which takes its name from the col-
ored jackets donned by ski patrol, and Delaney’s Hole in 
the Wall, where the region’s skiing history plays heavily 
into the dining decor with retro posters and (really long) 
vintage skis adorning the interior, brick walls. 

North Conway embraces its importance in skiing 
history with a certain acknowledgement that it helped 
create the town as it is today. Every March, the impor-
tance of Hannes Schneider’s emergence on the scene 
is celebrated at Cranmore’s annual Hannes Schneider 
Meister Cup Race, with an array of vintage attire in the 
participants’ choice of wardrobe. The Eastern Slope Ski 
Club, founded in 1935 in order to promote the area as a 
skiing destination, today still provides all local school 
children in grades 1-6 with the learning abilities to ski 
and ride. The elegance of the Eastern Slope Inn still 

stands as a test of time at the northern edge of the vil-
lage, welcoming visitors to its ornate comfort, hinting 
of its place in the town’s annals for nearly 100 years. 

It’s a past and present that intertwine along the White 
Mountain Highway, delivering both guests and residents 
a comfortable marriage of variety and convenience with 
the historical Cranmore Mountain twinkling as the back-
dropping reminder why this town is so special. 

“I think Cranmore is pretty unique in that we are the 
only resort that’s positioned right behind North Con-
way,” Deschenes said. “So, it’s kind of like our little village 
we have that a lot of other resorts don’t have necessarily. 
We have access to so much shopping and restaurants in 
addition to what we offer at the mountain.” 

But in celebrating its 80th anniversary this winter, 
Cranmore also is in in the midst of its own redevelop-
ment. The Kearsarge Brook Condominium develop-
ment will double base lodge facilities, make Cranmore 
a village unto its own for condo residents, and intro-
duce a new amenities building, all part of a $50 million 
project. When completed, a total of 106 condominiums 
will have been added to Cranmore’s base, with 45,000 
square feet of new lodge space.

“Not only will these slopeside condominiums help 
grow the numbers of skier and snowboarder visits, they 
will provide a year-round home base for those pursu-
ing the wide range of outdoor activities here at Cran-
more and throughout the Mount Washington Valley 
and White Mountains,” special assistant to U.S. Sena-
tor Jeanne Shaheen, Chuck Henderson, said at the 

Continued from Page 39

Continued on Page 42
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 With full service in the 
warmer months and season 
schedules in winter, Conway 
Scenic Railroad is a popular 
attraction for the region.



From summit peaks to the valley below, NorthConwayLodging.com is your vacaaon planning 
guide to New Hampshire’s North Conway and Mount Washington Valley region. Make lodging 
reservaaons at awarded resorts, hotels, motels and inns – all at guaranteed best rates. Take 
advantage of ski and stay packages, and gain regional insight and informaaon to local 
aaracaons, events, shopping, dining, hiking, summit condiaons and ski & snowboard reports.

SAVE ON LODGING,  L IFT TICKETS AND SKI  & STAY PACKAGES

Book Direct and Save on Lodging   Call 800.862.1600 for Reservaaons
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cranmore.com  •  1-800-SUN-N-SKI
North Conway, NH

Come together      at Cranmore
'

Award Winning Instruction. 
Longer Hours. 

Off-Mountain Activities. 
And Kearsarge Brook.

Cranmore is where all the elements of a great winter trip come together.

SKI TOWN North Conway, N.H.

groundbreaking last fall. 
Further development has taken shape 

just south of the village, where the vacant 
L.L. Bean plaza had remained a ghost 
town since the retailer long ago moved 
to a new building nearby. Settlers Green, 
the celebrated collection of tax-free out-
let shopping that tempts visitors along 
the drive to the village, recently opened 
another destination with Streetside, a 
complex of 10 new outlet stores (Polo 
Ralph Lauren’s new locale, as well as Co-
lumbia and Skechers), and a restaurant 
in addition to the SoakingPot Infusion 
Spa, a pampering out-
let of which kind have 
been decidedly lack-
ing in a spot with an 
otherwise complete 
ski town vibe. 

Folks might have 
their old favorites 
in town — don’t visit 
without an order of 
Buffalo wings at Del-
aney’s, a Mexican 
feast at Cafe Noche or 
a burger at the bar at 
Red Parka —  but the 
whole Conway area 
continues to adapt 
and change based on 

the needs and wants of its clientele. The 
Sea Dog Brewing Co. has been in town 
for a few years now, offering more than 
a dozen beers on tap as well as creative 
pub fare amidst multi-level dining. 

The new Barley and Salt, at Streetside, 
offers a rotating list of 30 beers along 
with a menu featuring unique ideas (salt 
and vinegar wings, seared ahi and sweet 
potato waffle fries with ice cream doesn’t 
sound like a bad way to spend a meal). 
Wicked fresh burgers are the main sta-
ple at Wicked Fresh Burgers, taking on 
the burger craze with a locally owned ap-
proach to freshness. 

“Even if you don’t ski, you can find 

Continued from Page 40

‘It’s easy to get to 
from Boston, or basically 

anywhere in New England, 
and it has something to 

offer for everyone in 
the family. We have all the 
dining right in downtown, 

the outlet shopping, and 
then you have a wide range 

of mountains, specifically 
Cranmore right in town.’
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ConwayScenic.com • (603)356-5251 • North Conway Village

 Santa’s
Holiday Express

Santa is on board with his mischievous elves
who have hot chocolate and cookies for everyone!

December 2 & 3, 9 & 10, 16-23
Departures at 11:30am & 1:30pm 

Christmas Vacation Trains!
We are running trains daily Dec 26 - 31

Departures at 11:30am & 1:30pm 

 North Conway is home to

Olympians Leanne Smith,  

an alpine ski racer, and Sean 

Doherty (below), a biathlete.



R O U T E  1 6  |  N O R T H  C O N W A Y ,  N E W  H A M P S H I R E

Gear up for your winter
adventure — tax-free

settlersgreen.com

Apres Ski Shopping—Tax-free shopping adventures at 15 outlets, 
retail stores, and restaurants including Eastern Mountain Sports, EMS 

Climbing School, LL Bean Outlet and Black Cap Grille.

Located 1/4-mile south of Settlers Green Outlet Vllage
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something to do,” said Megan Penny, 
communications director at Cranmore. 

“It’s easy to get to from Boston, or ba-
sically anywhere in New England, and it 
has something to offer for everyone in 
the family. We have all the dining right 
in downtown, the outlet shopping, and 
then you have a wide range of moun-
tains, specifically Cranmore right in 
town.” 

Follow 16 North a little farther, of 
course, and you’ll soon run into other 
ski areas, including Jackson’s Black 

Mountain, Pinkham Notch’s Wild-
cat Mountain, Attitash in Bartlett 
and Bretton Woods. They all call the 
Mount Washington Valley home, 
as does the family-friendly vibe at 
King Pine in Madison. 

But Cranmore has the village 
that none of them have. And the 
village has Cranmore Mountain. 

It’s a quintessential combina-
tion, to use a description that, per-
haps, gets used all-too frequently 
when it comes to painting an idea 
of North Conway. Yet, there are 
wfew other New England towns 
where skiing and riding define a 
bulk of the lifestyle like this area 
of the valley. It’s the kind of place 

where visitors can stroll into Stan 
and Dan Sports, Bob and Terry’s Ski 
and Sports or Sun and Ski in the center 
of town (and still referred to as the old 
Joe Jones by pretty much everyone), 
and just talk skiing with the staff. There 
is, after all, some stipulation to being 
considered a “ski town.” The natural 
ability to talk skiing at any given mo-
ment at any address is a must. 

That’s not a problem in North 
Conway. 

feedback@skijournal.com
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 Main Street, North Conway,  

has a Rockwellian appeal.

ENDLESS FAMILY FUN

ONLY MINUTES AWAY

24-HOUR INFORMATION AND SNOW CONDITIONS: 

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-PATS PEAK   PATSPEAK.COM

Pay-One-Price (POP) 

Saturday Night

One low price gives you 

access to lifts, rentals, lesson 

tips, tubing, entertainment 

and more from 3-10pm

DAY & NIGHT

Route 114, Henniker, NH

• 100% Snowmaking coverage

• Three terrain parks

• State-of-the-art rental equipment

• A great learn-to-ski and snowboard mountain

• Group discount for 15 or more people
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SETTING GOALS

n Sugarloaf instructor  
Ali Spaulding preaches  
a realistic but passionate 
approach to outlining  
a season’s worth of  
slope goals, no matter 
your age or ability level

 Instructor Ali Spaulding  
(yellow jacket) savors  
fresh snow at Sugarloaf.
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By Brion O’Connor 

Improving our game on the slopes 
doesn’t just happen. It requires 
work, repetition and commitment. 
That all starts with setting goals.

“I  definitely  believe every skier 
should set a goal for the season,” said Sug-
arloaf Resort’s Ali Spaulding, a PSIA-cer-
tified Alpine Level 3 instructor and Chil-
dren’s Specialist Level 2. “However, it’s easy 
for people to set too many goals, or unre-
alistic goals. Learning something new and 
changing how we ski — depending on how 
long you have been doing it and the num-
ber of days on snow per season — can take 
an entire season, and potentially longer.”

The preseason is the best time to set 
goals, but much like New Year’s resolutions, you really can do it any-
time. It’s all up to you. But earlier is unquestionably better. That’s be-
cause skiing and snowboarding, especially at the higher levels, can be 
physically demanding.

“General fitness is  paramount  when it comes to skiing,” said 
Spaulding. “Many people do believe that they can just ski their way 
into shape. When a skier assumes they’re able to start the season and 
be in peak form immediately, that’s when injuries start to happen. 

“One thing people don’t realize is that skiing doesn’t get you into 
high physical shape. The more skillful and accurate a skier becomes, 
the less energy required and the less calories burned,” she said. “Now, if 
the day of skiing involves skinning uphill or nordic skiing adventures — 
which, by the way, is excellent cross-training and I highly recommend, 
especially skate-skiing — skiers will be getting a workout. But everyday 
cruising around the resort most definitely will not get you into shape.”

In fact, believing you can “ski yourself into shape” is one of the big-
gest mistake skiers make, said Spaulding.

“Many skiers think the sensations and skills they were experiencing 
in the spring will simply return. It doesn’t just happen,” she said. “There 
are different muscles and movements that are involved when we ski 
(compared to) our everyday movements.

“People also fail to stretch before and af-
ter time on the slopes. Stretching is one of 
the most important things a skier can do,” 
said Spaulding. “Having your hips and back 
loose will save you a lot of pain and improve 
your skiing at any level. I recommend skiers 
explore yoga. It not only helps with flexibil-
ity, but also strength. Yoga can also be less 
intimidating than going to a gym.”

Spaulding recommends that skiers and 
snowboarders establish one or two goals to 
focus on during the season to keep their mind 
focused and provide a little added motivation 
while out on the hill. That said, she quickly 
adds that not every run or every turn has to 
be done with those established goals in mind. 

SETTING GOALS

Continued on Page 46
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“Goals should also be skier depen-
dent,” said Spaulding. “As a professional 
skier, and someone who gets to ski 140-
plus days a year, my goals are going to be 
substantially different than an average 
skier who may only have 10 days a sea-
son on snow. It doesn’t matter if the pri-
mary goal is to have fun, learn to become 
parallel or learn to carv. We are all going 
to achieve those goals at different paces.”

As with every aspect of our lives, 
Spaulding emphasized that setting “rea-
sonable” goals is essential. 

“For example, it would be unreason-
able to wake up one morning with the goal 
of losing 100 pounds by the end of that 
day,” she said. “Such a goal simply won’t 
be successful. Skiing is similar, in that we 
shouldn’t expect to learn something new or 
reach our goal in one run, or even in a day. 

“Allow time to reach each goal,” said 
Spaulding. “Skiing is about patience, and 
not rushing through a turn. As skiers, 
we’re careful not to rush turns, waiting un-
til the entire body is stacked and feet are 
in the correct position to transition into 
the next turn. The same is true with our 
goals — have patience, and it will come.”

That basic principle holds regardless 
of where you fall on the skier talent con-
tinuum. For more specific skill-related 
goals, Spaulding suggests the following:

Beginner
The most important goal for all ages 

is to have fun. Second would be speed 
control and stopping. “Beginner skiers 
struggle to feel safe and confident, thus 
being able to stop — not in a wedge — 
and learning how to make round turns is 
of utmost importance,” said Spaulding. 
“Developing skills and tactics that will 
help speed control in any situation.”

Intermediate
Stance: Get the body stacked and avoid 

knee injuries. “Developing a centered 
stance to move away from reliance on 
the back of the boot and learn to use the 
whole ski,” said Spaulding. “Many skiers 
are standing such that the back of the boot 
is used as a lever, and therefore they are 
skiing on the back half of their ski.” Keep 
in mind, skis are engineered to be used tip 

to tail, and the front of the ski is where the 
shape is. “When the front half is engaged, 
skiing becomes easier and the likelihood 
of knee injuries decreases — a welcomed 
benefit,” she said. “It also helps us be able 
to ski longer because our mass is bal-
anced on the skeletal structure, allowing 
muscles to be used more efficiently.”

Expert
“Too often expert skiers become pas-

sive and fail to challenge themselves,” said 
Spaulding. “Somehow they convince them-
selves that they have learned everything 
there is to know and they stop exploring 
the sport. I ski nearly every day through-
out the season, and each time I go out is 
another opportunity to learn something.”

Spaulding suggests spending time on 
the lower mountain, on the easier slopes, to 
become more accurate with movement pat-
terns. Also, she recommends seeking out 
new terrain. Don’t shy away from new chal-
lenges like learning to ski bumps because 
of age or a belief that it won’t be enjoyable. 

“This sport is constantly evolving, and 
seeking out new information and tech-
niques will only improve a skier’s experi-
ence,” said Spaulding. “I continually find 
skiers explaining the way they ski by say-
ing, ‘It’s the way I was taught X-number of 
years ago.’ That’s a terrible excuse, and if 
I followed that line of thinking I wouldn’t 
be half the skier I am today.”

All that said, don’t ever lose sight of 
the fact that skiing and snowboarding 
are sports, and sports ought to be enjoy-
able. Don’t get so caught up in “goals” 
that you’re not having a good time.

“A common goal for all skiers should be 
to just have fun,” said Spaulding, “whether 
that’s skiing alone or getting out with a 
group of friends. Goals should be based on 
experiences that a skier wants to have. 

“Skiers should ask themselves, ‘Why 
am I doing this?’ “ she said. “Is it to get 
outside? To be with my friends? To learn a 
new sport? Whatever the answer is, create 
goals around that. Goals don’t always need 
to be technical in nature. It can simply be 
skiing 10 more days than last season, or 
skiing more runs in a single day.”

feedback@skijournal.com
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MAKE YOUR NEXT DAY ON THE 
MOUNTAIN … YOUR BEST DAY!

In the heart of N.H.'s best skiing. Find us on Main Street off Exit 32 on I-93 in Lincoln.

PREMIER GEAR, RENTALS & TUNES

603-745-8347
rodgersskiandsport.com
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 Sugarloaf 
offers a variety 

of lessons for 
kids of all ages.

 Close to 
shopping,
restaurants
 Refrigerator, 
microwave and 
Keurig coffee maker 
in every room
 Complimentary 
“Express Start” hot 
buffet breakfast
 24-hour 
fitness center
 Business center

 Indoor pool 
 and Jacuzzi
 Free Wi-Fi 
 Guest laundry
 Free hot coffee 
all day long

FOR RESERVATIONS 
603-745-6700

www.hielincoln.com

Exit 32
21 Railroad St.
Lincoln, 
NH 03251

 Newly renovated hotel  Easy access to/from I-93
 Convenient to Loon, Waterville Valley, 

Cannon and Bretton Woods

ASK 
ABOUT OUR 
MIDWEEK 
SPECIALS

Stay smart at the Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
Lincoln East-White Mountains. Your home for all your 
Loon Mountain and Cannon Mountain ski adventures.

READY TO HIT THE SLOPES?  
BE THE READIEST



December 2017 www.skijournal.com 47  

By Brion O’Connor 

Skiing with speed is like an exhilarating amusement park ride. The 
faster the better, provided you have enough faith that the ride 
itself is safe. The skiing corollary is that speed is great, provided 
you’re in control. 

Skiing fast is a blast, especially on big, nicely groomed cruis-
ers. Really, there’s nothing better. And there’s no better place to fine-tune your 
turns than on the corduroy. 

“Forget about skiing fast through gates until 
you hone your technique and speed on the open 
slopes,” said Northeast native Lisa Densmore 
Ballard, a multiple masters champion and author 
of “Ski Faster! Guide to Racing and High Per-
formance Skiing.” “Whatever your speed limit is 
while freeskiing, it will be less when skiing down 
a race course — perhaps much less. Stay positive.”

Still want to run the gates? Check out the  
NASTAR course at your favorite resort. A slalom 
course provides a quantifiable assessment of your 
speed, so you can figure out what’s working, and 
what isn’t.

The following are Densmore Ballard’s “Top 10” 
secrets for skiing faster:

1Finish your turns, but don’t overturn | This 
is Densmore Ballard’s version of going to the edge 

without going over it.
“A fast turn makes just enough arc in the snow to fin-

ish it,” she said. “Ideally, you’ll leave the turn faster than 
you entered it, or at least maintain the same speed. “

On a race course, the shape of a “fast turn” is never 
more than a half circle, or 180 degrees, said Densmore 
Ballard, who competed on the Women’s Pro Ski Racing 
Tour for six years. If you continue turning past 180 
degrees, you’re going to slow down.

“You’ll know you’re finishing your turns correctly if they’re 
linked in a rhythmical way, regardless of the terrain,” she 
said. “Try to feel the pressure build and release from your skis 
repeatedly. It’s this combination of fluidity and directed pres-
sure that allows you to ski faster with confidence.”

2Keep your eyes and torso oriented down the 
hill | The wider your turns, the faster you can go.
“Unless you have exceptionally fast feet, your 

maximum speed in short-radius turns is around 20 miles 
per hour, but you might hit 40 mph in a medium-radius 
— or giant slalom — turn because there’s more time for 
pressure to build on the outside ski, which can be used to 
accelerate you into the next turn,” said Densmore Ballard. 
“There’s also more time for things to go wrong.”

The typical mistake most skiers make once they pick 
up speed is to rotate their body into the slope, putting too 
much weight on the uphill ski. That can lead to your skis 
sliding sideways, which scrubs off speed.

“If you feel the tails of your skis skid around a turn 
instead of following in the same path as your ski tips, 
your body isn’t oriented properly down the hill,” she said.

The faster you go, the more important it is for you to 
keep your eyes up front.  “It helps to look continually down 
the hill,” said Densmore Ballard. “Looking ahead not only 
helps keep your body in the right position, but also makes 
you proactive rather than reactive. You have more time to 
plan where to start each turn and where to place the arc.”

3Allow pressure to build under your skis for 
as long as possible | “Moving faster requires more 

energy, but you’re not an internal combustion engine, 
so you can’t speed up by simply giving your legs more 
gas,” said Densmore Ballard. “You have to create energy 
through your turns.”

A skier has two sources of energy — centrifugal force 
and gravitational force.  “To get the most energy out of a 
turn, you have to allow as much pressure as possible to 
build under your feet,” said Densmore Ballard. “It’s a matter 
of strength and timing. Assuming you have the strength to 
handle the pressure, holding each turn until the last mo-
ment before starting a new turn builds the most pressure, 
giving you the most spring — or rebound — out of skis.”

The more rebound, the more acceleration, she said. If 
you release the turn too early, you lose potential energy.

4Release pressure forward, 
not upward | Until the 1990s, 

instructors emphasized an up-and-down 
motion for skiers. Densmore Ballard rec-
ommends that skiers looking for speed 
think moving “forward,” rather than “up,” 
when releasing out of a turn.

“This movement of your hips and 
core in transition between two turns 
isn’t directly forward toward your ski 
tips, but rather at about a 45-degree 
angle down the hill,” she said. “Of 
course, there’s always a slight upward 
movement of the body to allow the 
feet to pass under you, but the focus 
should be toward the next turn.”

Rising up out of a turn “dissipates energy into the air, 
where it’s useless,” she said.

5Keep your skis on the snow | Catching air is fun 
and looks cool, but it will slow you down. A ski in the 

air can’t generate speed.
“That’s why downhill skiers fight to keep their skis on 

the snow,” said Densmore Ballard. “They try to time jumps 
so that they spend the least amount of time in the air.”

Now, that doesn’t mean the “pop” you feel when you 
bounce out of a turn doesn’t feel great. I get it; I crave that 
sensation too. But the fastest skiers, she said, are “the 
ones who keep their skis on the snow the most and stay 
centered over their skis.”

6Angulate to the side, don’t bend forward 
at the waist | You see this all the time: skiers who 

are trying to go faster tend to lean forward. But it’s not 
effective.  “To aggressively increase the pressure on your 
skis, flex forward at the ankles and knees, not the waist, 
letting your body create increasingly more angulation at 
the hips,” said Densmore Ballard. “Angulation refers to the 
angles your body creates in a turn.”

If angulating properly, your inside (or uphill) hip will 
feel higher than the downhill hip, and your rib cage will 
feel closer to your downhill hip.

7Transfer weight laterally between the turns | 
“The transition between the turns is just as important 

as the turn itself,” said Densmore Ballard. “It’s where your 
weight re-centers before transferring to the ‘new’ outside 
ski.  “It happens smoothly and decisively, and is not a 
pause between turns,” she said. “The idea is to roll your 
skis onto the opposite edges as your legs pass under your 
body, linking your turns rather than allowing your skis to 
flatten for a while.”

8Feel the carve | I love the imagery of “feeling 
the carve.” According to Densmore Ballard, skiing 

“requires acute sensory perception in the feet. You need 
to feel the snow, the terrain, and most of all, what your 
skis are doing.” 

“Even the tiniest amount of skidding reduces speed,” 
said Densmore Ballard. “While you can’t eliminate 100 
percent of the skid, the goal is to skid as little as possible, 
leaving ‘railroad tracks’ in the snow.”

9Edge only enough to make the turn, no more 
| “There’s a fine line between too much and too little 

edging,” said Densmore Ballard. “With so much concentra-
tion on building pressure on the skis to generate speed, 
you may be edging too much, particularly if the snow is 
soft.”

Variations in snow conditions and terrain translate to 
limits on how fast you can go, she said. To maximize your 
speed, you need to develop a real feel for the snow.

“Allowing your edges to dig too deeply slows you 
down,” said Densmore Ballard.

10 Keep your hands forward | “The faster you 
go, the more important it is to keep your hands 

forward for balance,” said Densmore Ballard. “This is one 
skiing principal that never changes despite innovations in 
gear, technique and course setting.”

For example, she points out that the great American 
Olympian Billy Kidd, who won a silver medal at the 1964 
Olympic Games in Innsbruck, Austria, “believed that 
if his hands were doing the right thing, the rest of his 
technique would fall into place.”

“Keeping your hands forward helps drive your body 
weight forward, and keeps you in balance,” said Densmore 
Ballard. “To be effective, your hands must not only be 
about level with your waist, but also parallel to the slope 
and ahead of your knees, with relaxed elbows.”

feedback@skijournal.com
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SPEED101

n Masters champ Densmore Ballard offers 10  
secrets for skiing safe and efficient at top speed



48 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL December 2017

By Cindy Skrzycki

I SAW A BOBCAT on the streets 
of Breckenridge, Colorado, and 
you can’t say that about every 
ski town. I  felt the tremor and 
boom of potential avalanches get 

blown apart, and that’s not an everyday 
occurrence in the White Mountains. I 
skied where the trails are long, high and 
wide with the sun shining an average of 
300 days a year. 

But it didn’t seem like home, or my 
home mountain. 

Sure, there is a smoky romance in the 
Rockies and in Breckenridge, a town that 
started its first boom in gold mining in 
1859. First,  Breckenridge was flooded 
with prospectors and miners during the 
Pikes Peak Gold Rush. It had booms and 
busts. Now it’s in one of the periodical 
booms — a ski boom. 

For a new kind of rush is on and it 
involves very expensive real estate,  co-
pious snowfalls, a vibrant  town where 
you can line up and get crepes on the 
street or an expensive meal in a cozy res-
taurant, and then there’s the legal mari-
juana that has created “happy hours” 
that offer $5 joints all day.  A one-week 
timeshare can cost up to a half-million, 
or more.

But when you strip away the trappings 
of sleek  gondolas, huge lodges with 
pricy food (a $15 grilled cheese?) and tis-
sue boxes everywhere to catch your snif-
fles, the scenery at Breckenridge  isn’t 
so different from my beloved  Bretton 
Woods. Especially since both reside in 
expanses of National Forests.

Bretton Woods might not offer up an 
average of 355 inches of snow, but it is 
tucked between formidable notches in 
the White Mountains and it normally 
gets more snow than some of its com-
petitors. It also  has rival good groom-
ing, real estate if you want it, and a New 
England loveliness that has endured 
through decades of growth. 

Plus, its peaks look over the storied 
Mount Washington Hotel, now the Omni 
Mount Washington, that offers deals for 
skiing and lodging that allow visitors to 
wander into the Gold Room, located off 
the Hotel Lobby, where, in 1944, the Bret-
ton Woods agreement was signed.

Price is a real difference between 
these two places — lift tickets, and food 
— but so is attitude and altitude:  Bret-
ton’s altitude is 1,500 feet of vertical drop, 
while Breckenridge has 3,400 feet. One 
portends altitude sickness for the un-
lucky, which last year included me, while 
the other gives you a stupendous view of 
the White Mountains. No irritating side 
effects in New Hampshire.  

Like Breckenridge in the West, Bret-
ton is the equivalent of big-mountain 
skiing in the East and grades itself as No. 
1 in the East for snow. It has zip-and-ski, 

10 lifts, four of them high-speed detach-
able quads, and near-perfect grooming. 

A lift ticket on the day I checked last 
year cost less than half of Breckenridge’s 
price that day. And, if you take an hour’s 
drive west, it will cost you $179, maybe 
more in 2017-18, to put your skis atop 
Beaver Creek’s finely groomed trails. 
You also can land a plane near Vail.

So, if you are trying to figure out 
which place to go, let the natural land-
scape be your guide.

Consider the visual feel of open range 
and rosy  sagebrush compared with  si-
lent stands of white birch, tall lodgepole 
pines  bent into the wind or  hemlock, 
spruce and pine loaded with fresh snow.

Look for houses built on massive rock 
promontories or cabins  tucked into  the 
woods; white frosted peaks that look like 
floating icebergs in the far distance or el-
evation you can’t really see until you ski 
it; a place that you come upon after you 
pass a white and blue church on your left 

or 30 miles outside where billboards ad-
vertise lawyers to settle the fallout from 
ski collisions. 

Both have lots of beginner routes, but 
you’ll go farther riding down from Breck-
enridge’s Peak 6 — all blues — than you 
do on Bigger Ben and Big Ben, greens 
at Bretton Woods. But both places have 
plenty of variety, and if a thousand acres 
of bowls are your thing, then it’s Breck-
enridge and the wind that howls around 
those double diamonds.

NESJ ESSAY Of East vs. West

No place like ‘home’
n Breckenridge and the Rockies boast size, snow,  
sun and fun, but for this scribe, a classic  
White Mountains descent is peak perfection
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Breck, as they call it, is a mess of 
trails and technology that ferries ski-
ers all over the vast peaks with 18 lifts, 
one gondola and one T-bar. Everything 
works with precision, from the digital 
readers that show you filled out a liabil-
ity waiver form incorrectly to the soft 
swishes of the gondola.  There can be 
long lines of good skiers waiting to ride 
up and flex their knees down.

This season, I’m coming home to 
Bretton Woods because that is what I 

know. It’s not too big, not too scary and 
there always is a  fire burning outside 
the lodge. 

And,  lots of people bring coolers 
with lunches in them. 

That’s why  my romance is with a 
place that has a soft touch, one ski lodge 
that  has expanded over time, and  an 
old wooden hotel with a red roof in the 
distance.

feedback@skijournal.com

No place like ‘home’

SEVENBIRCHES.COM • 603.745.7550

RiverWalk Resort at Loon Mountain • 22 South Mountain Drive, Lincoln, NH 03251

 The immaculately groomed slopes of Bretton Woods  
have helped the resort earn numerous “No. 1 in the East” 

honors for snow. The slopes overlook the Omni  
Mount Washington Hotel, far left. Inset below right,  

Breckenridge is a quintessential Rocky Mountain ski town.
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5 minutes from Gunstock!

Start your winter vacation at  
Townplace Suites Laconia Gilford, 
just minutes from Gunstock 
Mountain. The area’s 
only Marriott Hotel, 
TownePlace Suites 
by Marriott  
Gilford is nestled 
in the foothills of 
the White Mountains  
less than an hour from  
the Manchester-Boston  
Regional Airport (MHT).

WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MHTGF
14 Sawmill Road, Gilford, NH 03249 | 603.524.5533



MISS AN EPISODE? WATCH THEM ALL HERE

u

Season 3, Episode 1: Waterville Valley Resort

TV SHOW

u

Season 3, Episode 2: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 6: Sunday River

Season 3, Episode 5: Attitash/Wildcat

u

Season 3, Episode 3: Wachusett Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 4: Loon Mountain Resort

u

https://vimeo.com/200021277
https://vimeo.com/203156705
https://vimeo.com/218836845
https://vimeo.com/218834784
https://vimeo.com/203157135
https://vimeo.com/205259641


Season 2, Episode 1: Killington and Chile

u

u

Season 2, Episode 3: Ragged Mountain

Season 1, Episode 4: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 2, Episode 4: Waterville Valley Resort

u

u

Season 2, Episode 2: Loon and Cannon

u

Season 1, Episode 3: Waterville Valley Resort

Season 1, Episode 2: Smugglers’ Notch Resort

u

Season 1, Episode 1: Boston Ski Expo

u

https://vimeo.com/151030366
https://vimeo.com/153980153
https://vimeo.com/141583861
https://vimeo.com/153980212
https://vimeo.com/151035996
https://vimeo.com/141699395
https://vimeo.com/141582624
https://vimeo.com/141582119
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TONY CHAMBERLAIN’S LAST RUN

By  Tony Chamberlain

One late January after-
noon some 20 years ago, I 
watched two teenage boys 
standing at the top of Sug-
arloaf’s Narrow Gauge trail, 

silhouetted against the lowering sun. I 
knew one of them, Forest Carey, the son 
of my friend, Chip Carey, Sugarloaf’s 
marketing director.

His companion that day, a tall, some-
what gangly young man, I had yet to 
meet. But they were there for one reason 
only. At some sign, off they went down 
that black diamond race trail in full 
tucks, down to a mid-run headwall, which 
they flew over with clean air, then into 
tucks again down the runout below. I’m 
sure they were pushing 80 mph and I had 
the feeling they’d done this before, and of 
course would again and again and again.

It turns out, Forest’s companion that 
day would become the greatest Ameri-
can male skier of all time, Bode Miller, 
and Forest some 15 years later would be 
his downhill coach on the U.S. Ski Team. 
Both were seniors at Carrabasset Valley 
Academy whose campus was contigu-
ous with the legendary Sugarloaf slopes.

Both young men easily made the U.S  
Ski Team, and in Nagano, Japan, in ’98, 
Bode burst onto the Olympic scene and 
immediately acquired the reputation as 
a wildly talented but undisciplined ski 
racer who — in the words of a Swiss ski 
writer friend — “will kill himself before 
he wins anything.” 

That seemed at least partly true. In 
the first Olympic and World Cup races, 
Miller showed wild bursts of speed, with 
a risky turning style few could remember 
seeing, and risks few remember other 
racers taking, all under the banner of his 
slogan to ski “as fast as the natural uni-
verse will allow.”

These thoughts were in my mind in 
October when Bode announced his re-
tirement after 19 years for the U.S. Ski 
Team. Knowing I had but a column’s 
length at hand, I opted for a couple of my 
favorite highlights of a career I had been 
lucky enough to witness at close range.

As much emphasis as is given to 
Bode’s ability to ski fast, remember he 
broke in as a technical specialist, though 
by the time the next Olympic season 
rolled around, he had become a five-dis-
cipline racer. By the end of his career, he 
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THERE WAS ONLY ONE

As the kid from Franconia hangs 
up his race skis, we reflect on a  
career that trashed 
the blueprint then 
redefined greatness

was one of seven racers in the world to 
have won medals in all five disciplines.

At Nagano, he skied just slalom and 
GS, and the next year he added super-G 
(considered a speed event) at the Beaver 
Creek, Colo., Alpine World Champion-
ships. But still crashing seemed a more 
likely outcome of the races Miller started 
until, in Val D’Isere in 2000, he earned his 
first podium with a third in slalom. Since 
he crashed in a downhill (combined) 
shortly after that, few would have guessed 
that his Val D’Isere podium would be the 
first of 79 in his career, including 33 wins, 
most ever by an American man.

A deeper look shows just how ver-
satile his talent has been. For number 
crunchers, here’s the book on Miller’s 
podiums per discipline: 13 slalom, 21 gi-
ant slalom, 12 super-G, 20 downhill and 
13 combined (slalom plus downhill). 

On Feb. 13, 2002, at Salt Lake City, 
Bode won his first Olympic medal, in the 
combined event,  a silver behind his Nor-
wegian nemesis, Kjetil Andre Aamodt. 
Bode was 15th after the downhill portion 
(2.44 seconds behind Aamodt), but put 
down a smoking slalom run for the silver 
finish.

John Ritzo, then headmaster of Carra-
basset Valley Academy, describes scenes 
of the entire student body in early morn-
ings during the Olympics, huddled at 
TVs and radios to get live news of Bode’s 
races. They were not disappointed. After 
his first medal, a few days later he won an-
other silver medal in slalom, missing gold 
narrowly to Austria’s Stephan Eberharter. 

Then, with a good chance of winning 
his third medal at Salt Lake, he made a 
very Bode-like decision in the slalom. 
Stepping into the start of the second run 

with a huge advantage (1.79 seconds) 
over second-place Sebastien Amiez, 
Miller’s third silver medal was well with-
in reach with an average, even careful 
run through the gates.

But on certain days, average and care-
ful are not part of the Bode playbook. 
Instead he went for the gold, flying ever 
straighter at the gates, risking all and, as 
in days of old, falling and missing a gate, 
finishing well off the podium.

But the Salt Lake Games made it clear 
that Bode Miller was the top racer of the 
U.S. Ski team. Somewhere along these 
years, he assumed the maddening quali-
ties of a know-it-all big brother to an in-
dignant little sister, Lindsey Vonn, the de-
veloping superstar on the women’s team. 
When Bode advised her to ski a straighter 
line for more speed, and crash if she must, 
Vonn considered the advice nuts.

“That may be OK for him,” said Vonn, 
six years younger than Miller, “but it’s 
not my way.” Looking back now from 
Vonn’s ethereal heights as the No. 1 fe-
male skier in history, her way also has 
worked out pretty well.  

And to all skiers who suspect that the 
top racers are doing what we do, only with 
more practice, revisit the following scene: 
Bode lost the downhill race in Bormio, 
Italy, on Feb. 4, 2005, at the World Alpine 
Championships, but this is what I saw:

Miller makes a powerful start and 
skates into a rhythm. Then in the first or 
second crank — about 15 seconds — into 
the 2-minute race, his left ski pops off, 
which is when most skiers take a perilous 
fall. But Bode? He continues almost the 
entire 2-minute downhill course on one ski 
as the big crowd giggles and begins cheer-
ing, watching Bode make smooth, arcing 

turns at 75 miles per hour, looking just as 
juiced as an 8-year-old rugrat beating the 
teenager racers down Cannon Mountain.

When he stops just above the finish, 
the crowd applause is crashing, Bode 
gives them a supplication as one U.S. 
coach says only, “I really wish Bode 
wouldn’t do things like that.”  

“I don’t think it was anything spectac-
ular,” said Miller, “Maybe a pretty good 
save, but that’s all.”

Friends and colleagues disagree: “No, 
it was amazing,” said Pernilla Wiberg of 
Sweden, an admirer. “Usually when you 
lose a ski, a person goes right down. 
I don’t know how he could do that.” 
Though Bode lost that race to Austria’s 
Benni Raich, he won two gold medals at 
those championships.

Books undoubtedly will be written 
about Bode Miller. Most fans know well 
his childhood story, born to a couple of 
hippies who raised him in his early years 
in a cabin in the woods of Easton, N.H., 
without electricity or running water, that 
because he was home-schooled, there 
were worlds of time for roaming those 
woods, mountaineering and, of course, 
endless ripping on Cannon.

Then there’s the whole “bad boy” 
Bode stuff, which really only amounts to 
a young man living through his 20s in 
a supercharged atmosphere of interna-
tional ski racing, but unfortunately spill-
ing out on national TV in the pre-Olym-
pic run-up to the 2006 Torino Games.

Those stories and many others are 
told in Miller’s own words in his book 
“Go Fast, Be Good, Have Fun” and an ex-
cellent film bio, ‘Flying Downhill.”

feedback@skijournal.com



1-800-78 OKEMO (1-800-786-5366)   LUDLOW  VERMONT   okemo.com    #itsokemotime

A family operated resort since 1982, Okemo stands apart from other resorts  
with a feeling of belonging to the mountain ... to a very special place.

With top-rated snowmaking, two orange bubble chairlifts and a warm, welcoming staff,  
Okemo shines a fresh new light on winter.

 BE PART OF THE
MOUNTAIN.



MADE FRESH DAILY

Eight mountain peaks, 135 trails, and the 
most dependable snow in New England. 
Save on lift tickets every day at SundayRiver.com.


