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LINCOLN, NH | RIVERWALKRESORTATLOON.COM
A  grand new experience has arrived in New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

CRANMORE
VALLEY GEM CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

PARLOR SKIS | OLYMPIC TALENT WATCH
INSIDER Q&A ROAD TO PYEONGCHANG

There is no more historic ski venue in 
New England than this Mount Washington 

Valley classic. In 2018, Kearsarge Brook 
elevates North Conway’s vintage hill into 

the realm of modern slopeside lifestyle.



Access snow, terrain and hospitality – as reliable 
as you’ve heard and as convenient as you deserve.

THIS IS YOUR DESTINATION.

Loon Mountain Resort
Exit 32 off I-93 | Lincoln, NH

Save on Lift Tickets only at 
LoonMtn.com/Tickets

 EXIT
HERE

$119*
pp/pn 

with Full Breakfast for Two

LoonMtn.com/Stay

* Quad occupancy with a minimum two-night 
stay. Plus tax & resort fee. One child (12 & under)
eats free with each paying adult. May not be 
combined with any other offer or discount.  
Late-season specials available. 

Featuring indoor pool, health club & spa, 
slopeside hot tub, two restaurants and more!

SLOPESIDE  
SKI & STAY 
Kids Eat Free

 from





This winter, Attitash Mountain Resort & Wildcat Mountain
offer you an experience unmatched in all of New Hampshire: 
two ski resorts, all wrapped up into one ticket! 
Nestled in the magnificent White Mountains, & located only 20
minutes from each other, these two incredible resorts provide 
the perfect storm for your next skiing adventure.

SAVE BIG 

off the ticket window price 

when you buy in advance at 

attitash.com  or 

skiwildcat.com

1 LIFT TICKET2 MOUNTAINS
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Danbury, New Hampshire raggedmountainresort.com

For Your Friend:
• 3 FREE Lessons, including Rossignol Rental Equipment and      
   Lower Mountain lift tickets.

• After graduating, your friend can purchase a Season Pass for         
   $69 and new equipment from Rossignol for more than 50% off.

Bring a Friend to Ragged Mountain 
They Learn To Ski Free & You Earn $25 Off Next Year’s Pass!

Did you know the number one reason most people try skiing or snowboarding is because a friend introduces them to the sport? 
This year, be that friend and bring your loved ones, buddies, co-workers, roommate, or even your neighbor to Ragged Mountain 
Resort. Not only will they get to learn for free with the Bebe Wood Free Learn to Ski & Ride Program, but you will earn $25 
towards your season pass for next year! It’s all a part of our MISSION to make skiing and riding AFFORDABLE for everyone.

Visit learntoskifree or  call our Learning Center at 603.768.3600 x. 204 for more information

MISSION: 
AFFORDABLE

 FREE
SO AFFORDABLE
IT’S

FREE IS PRETTY AFFORDABLE, BUT WE’LL EVEN PAY YOU!!!

For You:
• $25 off next year’s season pass for every friend you refer who  
   graduates, and you can refer up to 10 friends.

• A new skiing or riding companion to enjoy heading out on      
   the slopes with for years and years to come!



Wildcat Mug Clubbers raise $6,000
When a few open memberships 

became available this season during 
renewal time for the mug club at the 
Wildcat Pub at Wildcat Mountain, or-
ganizers took advantage of the high 
demand to support two organizations 
— AbilityPlus Adaptive Sports and the 
Wildcat Ski Team.

Wildcat announced it would accept 
the highest bids for the club member-
ships with one caveat: every dollar over 
the traditional $55 renewal rate would 
be donated to the two organizations. 
After two weeks of bidding, Wildcat 
collected a total of 116 bids. Twenty-
eight memberships were awarded and 
— thanks to the generosity of bidders 
— the area donated close to $3,000 to 
each organization. 

As part of the 60th anniversary cel-
ebration this season, Wildcat Pub has 
partnered with Tuckerman Brewing 
Co. to create a special ale available to 
mug club members and the public.

“The ale has been affectionately 
named Hairball Ale and will be avail-
able in the pub. The tap, of course, will 

feature a custom design handle of a cat,” 
said Jack Fagone, director of marketing 
for Attitash and Wildcat Mountain.

Denver-based Snowvation looks East
Snowvation, the startup that sells 

software for booking and scheduling 
instructors to ski resorts, is moving 
eastward, landing contracts with three 
New Hampshire resorts.

Peak Resorts, the Missouri-based 
company that operates 14 ski resorts in 
the Northeast and Midwest, has selected 
Snowvation to run its booking software 
at Attitash, Crotched Mountain and 
Wildcat Mountain. Those three resorts 
join Mount Snow, a Peak Resorts prop-
erty in Vermont, in using the software.

With Snowvation’s product Shred-
better, beginner skiers can search online 
for instructors and schedule a lesson 
time. The platform allows instructors to 
make profiles and schedule with new cli-
ents, who can write instructor reviews. 

The addition of three Peak Resorts 
properties brings Snowvation’s cus-
tomer count to 26 resorts, including 
two in China and four in Japan.

SKIERS AND RIDERS have two options for day or night bus  
transportation from Boston to Pats Peak in Henniker, N.H., this year.  
BRS Transportation will be providing service direct from Boston on  
Feb. 3, Feb. 15, Feb. 19 and March 15 for $69 per person, including 
round-trip bus and lift ticket. To reserve a seat and find out about pickup 
locations and times, visit brstransportation.com/ski-trips.  

Pats Peak also has resumed its successful bus service on Saturday 
afternoons for the 2018 ski season with Boston Common Coach. This bus 
service departs from various locations in the Boston area, picking up 
at any metro Boston location with a 15-person minimum and 48 hours 
advance reservations. The round-trip and lift ticket (3-10 p.m.) combina-

tion costs $85 per person. The package also includes snow tubing ticket 
(5-10 p.m.), lesson tips (4-6 p.m.), rental equipment and entertainment. 
Advance reservations must be made by calling Boston Common Coach at 
877-723-3833 or 617-773-2784.

“The Boston Common Coach bus service out of the Boston area is great 
for college students, families and others that need transportation to the 
slopes on Saturday afternoons,” says Celina Braun, group sales coordinator 
at Pats Peak. “New this year, we are also working with BRS Transportation 
for other dates for bus transportation from the Boston area.”

Pats Peak has 28 trails and slopes, with nine gladed areas, and a 770-
foot vertical, with some of the steepest, longest pitches in southern N.H.

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country BY MATT BOXLER AND NESJ STAFF

TAKE THE BUS TO PATS
VSAA turns to Mahar

Molly Mahar, who had been 
serving as vice president of 
marketing and sales at Loon 
Mountain Resort, has been 
named president of the Vermont 
Ski Areas Association. VSAA is a 
nonprofit trade group represent-
ing 20 alpine areas and 30 cross 
country centers in the state.

Mahar served as director of 
marketing at Sugarbush Resort 
and director of marketing and 
sales at Bolton Valley Resort. She 
also serves on the board of Sno-
Country, a non-profit industry 
organization, is a past president 
of the Western White Mountains 
Chamber of Commerce, and has 
served on Ski New Hampshire’s 
marketing committee. She lives 
in Waitsfield with her husband, 
Brian, and is a graduate of the 
University of Vermont. “I am 
excited to return to Vermont, 
and grateful for the opportunity 
to promote and advocate for the 
state’s ski industry, a key tourism 
and economic driver for the 
state,” said Mahar. 

Former VSAA president 
Parker Riehle stepped down in 
November to open his own lob-
bying and public relations firm.
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 Buckets Restaurant | Waterville

The deck at Buckets at Waterville boasts 
tantalizing views of Mount Tecumseh, a fire 
pit and a seat for live entertainment, movies, 
raffles and more fun. The menu includes pulled 

pork sandwiches, shaved steak sandwiches, 
specialty fries, buckets of wings, grilled chicken 
sandwiches, and burgers. Try the Death Wing 
Challenge and earn your place on the Buckets 
Wall of Fame. Buckets is located on the third 
floor of the Waterville base lodge.
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From summit peaks to the valley below, NorthConwayLodging.com is your vacaaon planning 
guide to New Hampshire’s North Conway and Mount Washington Valley region. Make lodging 
reservaaons at awarded resorts, hotels, motels and inns – all at guaranteed best rates. Take 
advantage of ski and stay packages, and gain regional insight and informaaon to local 
aaracaons, events, shopping, dining, hiking, summit condiaons and ski & snowboard reports.

SAVE ON LODGING,  L IFT TICKETS AND SKI  & STAY PACKAGES

Book Direct and Save on Lodging   Call 800.862.1600 for Reservaaons



Loon Mountain Resort is your 
backyard for this single family 

home with a garage located on 
1.35 acres. The house features a 
recently renovated kitchen with 
granite counters, cabinets, flooring 
and appliances.

The living room is spacious 
with a great wood-burning brick 
fireplace with arches on either side 
to enter the dining area. There are 
plenty of windows to enjoy the 
mountain view as well as a large 
deck off the living area. There is 
one bedroom on the main level. 
You will find the master bedroom 
with a private bath and a very 
spacious walk-in closet on the 
upper level and two additional 
bedrooms.

This property affords plenty 
of versatility, as you can use this 
home as a four-bedroom with a one-bedroom 
in-law apartment or a large five-bedroom. There 
is a separate entrance to the apartment or you can 
enjoy the entire house. You can’t beat the location, 
with an easy walk to the Snubber trail, where you 
can ski down to Governor’s Lodge or the Kanc Chair 
Lift. Getting home is just as easy by taking the 

South Peak homeowners’ trail to the water treat-
ment building, where it is a short walk back home. 
If you prefer, you can call the on-mountain shuttle 
to pick you up at your door.

For more on this and other great homes in ski 
country, check out loonrealestate.com.

SLOPESIDE
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Maine mourns loss of Broomhall
Maine’s skiing community is mourn-

ing the passing of its two-time Olympic 
nordic skiing legend, Wendall “Chummy” 
Broomhall, who passed at the age of 98.

A World War II veteran, Broomhall 
raced in the 1948 (St. Moritz) and the 

1952 (Oslo) Olympic 
Winter Games, finish-
ing 65th and 57th, re-
spectively, in the 18 km 
events. He was a mem-
ber of the U.S. national 
team for nine years.

Broomhall designed 
the cross-country trails 

for the 1960 Winter Olympics at Squaw 
Valley, Calif., and the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics at Lake Placid, N.Y., and he served as 
chief of competition both times. In 1960, 
Broomhall was the first to use mecha-
nized equipment to groom the trails — 
a job previously performed by feet and 
handheld rakes — because of the icy con-
ditions caused by afternoon sun melting 
the snow followed by cold nights.

He was inducted into the National 
Ski Hall of Fame in 1981 and was an in-
augural member of the Maine Ski Hall of 
Fame in 2003. In 2007, Black Mountain 
started an annual tournament for Maine 
collegiate skiers, named the Chummy 
Broomhall Cup, in his honor.

Bretton Woods gondola planned
Bretton Woods ski resort is pursu-

ing the state and local permits neces-
sary to install New Hampshire’s first 
eight-passenger gondola and construct 
a new mountaintop restaurant. The 
6,000-foot-long gondola would begin 
operating during the 2018-19 season, and 
the 11,000-square-foot restaurant would 
open in 2019. The new lift would start 
near the main lodge and end near the 
top of Fabyan’s Express Triple chairlift. 
The projects are designed to bolster the 
area as a four-season destination. 

Experts join for backcountry roundtable
Michael Snyder, Vermont commis-

sioner of the Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation; Adam DesLauriers, 
owner of Bolton Valley Resort; Angus Mc-
Cusker of the Rochester/Randolph Area 
Sports Trails Alliance; Amy Kelsey, exec-
utive director of the Catamount Trail As-
sociation; and R.J. Thompson of Vermont 
Huts Association talked about the future 
of backcountry as part of Vermont Ski 
and Snowboard Museum’s Thirsty Thurs-
day speakers series. Speakers  discussed 
backcountry centers opening at resorts 
around the state, and the roundtable in-
cluded maps and photos. The event was 
moderated by Lisa Lynn, editor of Ver-
mont Ski and Ride Magazine. 

 

 

                                                                       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ski n’ Stay Family Suites 
Packages start at $112.00 per person 

 

 

Black Bear Lodge 
Waterville Valley, NH 

blackbearlodgenh.com 

  Walk/ride shuttle to Mountain 
  Full sized Kitchens in suites 
  Suites sleep up to 6 
  Heated Indoor/Outdoor Pool 
  Video Games room 
  Knee Hockey Play room 
  Complimentary Coffee in Lobby 
  Complimentary WiFi 
  Waterville Valley Freedom Pass 
  Skateboard Park next door 

Reserve Today 800-349-BEAR Co
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Calendar information 
is provided by advertising 
ski areas. To advertise, 
call 617-773-9955, ext. 222 
or email advertising@ 
skijournal.com.

SEEING AN OPENING 
Photo by Waterville Valley Resort

Abenaki Parks Big Air
Saturday, Feb� 24 | Attitash Bear Peak 

Channel your inner Olympian at Abenaki 
Parks at Bear Peak. The venue features 
an assortment of rails, jib features and 
tabletops. Competitors will stomp their 
best tricks in a bid to walk away with prizes from participating  
sponsors. If spectating is more your style, take a break from some runs 
to check out the action. The Abenaki Parks series also includes  
a slopestyle event on Feb. 10. attitash.com

Friday, Feb. 2

Cannon — Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge

Saturday, Feb. 3

Sunapee — NEHSA Ski-a-Thon/Ride-a-Thon

Saturday, Feb. 10

Sugarbush — Junior Castlerock Extreme

Wachusett — Midnight Madness

Sunday, Feb. 11

Cranmore — Hope on the Slopes: Race to Beat Cancer

Pats Peak — Macomber Cup Slalom Race

Thursday, Feb. 15

Bretton Woods — 44th annual Mount Washington Cup

Saturday, Feb. 17

Okemo — Okemo Mountain School Winter Festival

Ragged — USASA Rail Jam

Sunday, Feb. 18

Loon — USASA Superpipe

Stratton — Stargazer Snowshoe Tour

Monday, Feb. 19

Mount Snow — Grommet Jam Finals

Tuesday, Feb. 20

Smugglers’ Notch — Vermont Specialty Food Tasting

Wednesday, Feb. 21

Wildcat — 9 Lives Lunch Tray Luge

Saturday, Feb. 24

Sunday River — 3D Air & Après Show

Waterville — Minus33 Telemark Sprint Classic

Monday, Feb. 26

King Pine — Silly Slalom Race



By Tony Chamberlain

Two of the best things about Ragged Mountain in Danbury, 
N.H., are the ease of getting there — it’s close to I-93 with 
little secondary road travel — and what a good place it is to 

learn and practice.
At 1,250 feet of vertical and 250 skiable acres, Ragged sprawls 

with an array of big blue cruisers that 
roll along nicely through New Hamp-
shire’s hardwood forest. I last skied 
here with a lawyer friend from Boston 
who figured he could “sneak away” 
and spend a few non-billable hours 
making some turns with me, then get 
back for a few billable ones to end his 
day. That’s how close and convenient 
Ragged is to the Hub of New England, 
about 1 hour, 45 minutes.

If one word applies to Ragged, it’s 
diversity. Slide off the new six-pack lift and the experienced skiers 
likely will head off to some good, but not killer glades, such as Pel’s 
Pass, which is steep in spots but fairly forgiving in tree density, with 
lots of rocks and jumping opportunities.

But that morning we were more wanting to take advantage of 
Ragged’s flawless grooming on intermediate terrain — also known 
as hero runs. And if the challenge was not exactly breathtaking — 
OK, it’s downright plush — it was the kind of snow that, if you did 
screw up, there was no one else to blame.

We took the Summit Six Pack to the summit on a 
midweek morning of undisturbed corduroy. There are 
several ego runs here, and we tried them all, focusing on 
deep-carved GS turns. The warm afternoon the day before created 
a bit of melting, which had crusted up just a bit, but without death 
cookies frozen in. The surface was smooth and quite fast.

The Sweepstakes trail off Summit Express has nice steepness, 
moreso than Exhibition under the lift, though it runs down the 
same ridge. Fairly wide, we were quickly up to speed with a broad 
right turn followed by a lefty, then a thrilling drop that reminded 
me of the Chicken Pitch face on Sugarloaf’s Tote Road or Waumbek 
trail at Bretton Woods.

Again, this run was just off the main flow and was totally empty 

every time we ran it. It’s a  
perfect run to introduce inter-
mediate skiers to terrain some-
what steeper than most blues, 
without being overwhelming. 

And there’s always the width to give newer skiers bailout room.
Later we ended up in the glades, most of which, while rated 

black, would be perfect for intermediate-level skiers who want to 
plunge into the world of glade skiing. Rags To, finishing as the trail 
Riches, affords just such a descent, with a long top-to-base series of 
natural soft-snow bumps, perfect for practice and just plain fun.

While it won’t make experienced expert skiers and riders forget 
Cannon or Wildcat farther up the road, the diversity of terrain 
makes Ragged a perfect family mountain that will appeal to skiers 
of all levels.

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country
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Ragged Mountain: Sweepstakes  
and a Rags To Riches thrill ride

MONTH

OF
THE

TRAIL

 Sweepstakes is a relatively 
steep but wide option at Ragged 

Mountain. Inset left, a boarder 
shreds down Riches near the base.
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INSIDER Q&A Mark Wallace, Parlor Skis

By Eric Wilbur

If you’ve had trouble finding a 
taste of ski culture in downtown 
Boston recently, you’re simply 
looking in the wrong spots. 

As the only custom ski craft-
ers in the city, Parlor Skis, which oper-
ates just past Logan International Air-
port in East Boston, has developed a 
dedicated skiing following that centers 
around both the strength of the product 
and the sense of community that sur-
rounds the process. 

Mark Wallace, one of the founders 
of Parlor, gave us some insight about 
where Parlor has come from, and where 
it is headed based on its success. 

New England Ski Journal: Can you 
tell us a little bit about how Parlor 
Skis found its origins?  

Mark Wallace: Parlor Skis was found-
ed on the idea that there is a better ski ex-
perience out there for everyone, both on 
and off the hill. We started with humble 
beginnings in a funeral parlor in Cam-
bridge, which is where we got our name, 
but we have always had big aspirations. 

We worked tirelessly for four years in 
the basement of a funeral parlor fusing 
the highly engineered but often unfor-
giving construction of a race ski with 
some of the more progressive all-moun-
tain shapes to create a line of skis that 
can handle whatever you throw at it. We 
learned very quickly that just making 
great products was not enough though. 
In addition, we wanted to create a totally 
different experience of buying a pair of 
skis. With that in mind, we developed a 
unique process where each ski is made 
to order and designed with custom 
graphics. We are very transparent about 
what we do, and how we do it — and take 
so much pride in the craftsmanship of 
our product. We love having clients in 
the shop, and the shared experience we 
can create for events and for build-your-
own-ski workshops that we host, is really 
rewarding for everyone involved.

NESJ: Why Boston? What does the 
city give you as a business that you 
would be hard-pressed to find else-
where in New England? 

Wallace: Boston is an amazing place 
for us to be. A lot of skiers in New England 
live or work in and around Boston, so we 
are vary accessible for our clients. In ad-
dition, this is a fantastic innovation com-
munity to be involved with. As our work 
includes manufacturing, innovation and 
technology, we have been able to lever-
age the knowledge (of) many world-class 
universities, industry-leading craftsmen 
— furniture builders, boat builders, ma-
chine shops — as well as work with tech 
companies here to build our process and 
systems to the point where they enable 

us to stand out from other smaller ski 
companies. There is a very vibrant com-
munity here of like-minded businesses, 
which are innovating their processes 
and building amazing products, and it is 
fun to be part of that. 

The best thing about being in Boston 
is that we have been able to bring a piece 
of ski culture to the city. Parlor is only sev-
en minutes from downtown, but the beer 
is always cold, the shop smells like wax 
and someone is always ready to invite you 
in and tell a ski story that is mostly true.

NESJ: What makes your products 
original from both your average re-
tail ski as well as those created by fel-
low custom shops? 

Wallace: The biggest difference in 
the materials we use is the quality. We 
build every pair to order and never cut 
corners on materials. Informed clients 
know Parlor skis are amongst the most 

durable skis on the market. We use a 
vertically laminated hard and soft wood 
core, laminates from Vectorpy, and plas-
tics from Crown. When you use the best 
materials, the focus shifts to how they 
come together. This is one of  the beau-
tiful aspects of custom work. We can 
change and refine the composition of 
every ski to match every individual cli-
ent’s needs. 

Every custom shop has its own style 
and process, and many are making 
good skis.  I think what sets us apart 
from the other brands in New England 
is our scale. We are building more skis 
every week than a lot of others do in a 
year. 

There is a sweet spot that we are 
fortunate to be in, where we are small 
enough that we can pay close attention 
to each client and build their skis truly 
to order, but we are large enough to put 
these skis through a manufacturing pro-
cess that is  advanced, honed, dialed in. 
Compared to our West Coast competi-
tion, what sets us apart is our focus on 
creating a custom ski that really carves 
and is stable on ice when you need it to 
be. Our New England roots and our race 
background has always brought our fo-
cus back to carving performance.

NESJ: How has Parlor evolved from 
the early years? 

Wallace: It has been an rewarding ex-
perience to watch Parlor grow over the 
last seven years. We have made huge 
leaps in our manufacturing capabilities, 
which are 100 percent in house and have 
gone from what was a fairly basic shop 
when we started to a facility that can 
turn out truly world-class skis. We built it 
up over time, working to find the perfect 
solution for every stage of the process. 

Parlor’s most important evolution 
has been with our community. We have 
met and continue to meet so many in-
spiring people through this  business, 
and each of them contributes to our 
success,  whether  they’ve had a really 
unique design concept we’d never envi-
sioned for their Parlor skis, they’re sport-
ing a Parlor T-shirt and telling a friend 
about our process and craftsmanship, 
or even coming to work with our team. 
It is the unique, passionate individuals 
that make this fun, and we are thrilled to 
be in touch with so many skiers here in 
New England and around the world.

NESJ: What has this season 
brought to help deliver you to the 
next level?  

HUB OF INNOVATION

n Boston is 
the perfect 
HQ for Parlor 
Skis, which 
takes custom 
to a new 
level, with 
community at 
the forefront 

 Mark Wallace



February 2018 www.skijournal.com 13  

Wallace: This year we have grown our 
staff and brought on some high-energy 
and innovative talent. We now have a full-
time design engineer running our CNC 
and design software, and we have even 
more amazing graphic designers than 
before. We also have two inspiring young 
guys running our finishing equipment 
and a full-time dedicated lay-up person 
doing final assembly and quality control 
for every ski that goes out the door. We 
have a bigger event staff than ever be-
fore, and each of them will be on the hill. 
Everyone is getting out on the skis. This 
year, we have also partnered with Stowe 
and the Yellowstone Club to roll out some 
new, exciting ways of bringing the Parlor 
experience to the mountains. 

NESJ: What are some of the steps of 
creating a custom ski with a customer? 

Wallace: There are two sides of what 
goes into a custom ski — what the cus-
tomer sees and what we do behind the 
scenes. For the customer, we normally 
start the process with an email or a phone 
call. We talk about where they are going 
to be skiing, what they are working on, a 
few key points about technique and what 
they want their graphics to look like. We 
then pair them with one of our graphics 
designers who sends them a few initial 
design drafts, takes feedback and then 
develops a final  design for them. Once 
we have the specs complete, we send the 
order downstairs and the shop gets to 
work. Two to three weeks later,  the skis 
are ready for pick up or shipping and 
ready to be enjoyed on the hill.

Fitting and afterwards as we finalize 
specs of the ski is the best part of my job. 
It starts with a mental picture of skiing a 
run. I spent many years racing in the U.S. 
and Europe, and a big part of daily race 
preparation is visualizing the course. 

So each ski starts with an image of the 
trail and how I envision a customer ski-
ing down the trail. For example, if a skier 
wants a powder ski that is not too damp, 
I picture a steep bowl run with trees on 
the top of it, then opening out onto some 
more low-angle powder below. Then I 
figure out how they’re going to ski the 
run. Is it a lot of short turns or are they 
going to send it off the top and then 
make two turns on the run-out? I meet 
with our design team, then an outline, a 

profile and materials take shape in CAD. 
We model the performance, and a new 
ski is born.

NESJ: How have you seen the cus-
tom ski business change in only the 
time that Parlor has been in operation? 

Wallace: The custom ski world has 
continued to gain traction, as people 
are no longer satisfied with off-the-shelf 
products. We have seen increased atten-
tion from the media and review sites. 
Some of the companies have come and 
gone, and we found if we deliver qual-
ity products and connect with people, 
they’ll keep coming back. 

NESJ: How much bigger can you 
get, and do the walls of East Boston 
limit you in any way? 

Wallace: We have an amazing space 
in Boston with strong growth potential, 
so that isn’t a limiting factor. In addition 
to physically scaling our space out, we 
are dedicated to maintaining the quality 
of experience that comes from interact-
ing with your ski builder, and are always 
seeking new for ways to scale that. 

NESJ: How can skiers experience 
Parlor for a feel for the product? 

Wallace: We always recommend you 
come by the shop to put your hands on 
the product, see the shop and meet the 
builders. We also have made a big effort 
to make sure people can get out and try 
the skis. We have demo fleets at Stowe, 
Wachusett and Shawnee Peak, as well as 
a 12-stop demo tour that we have part-
nered with Lord Hobo on for this year to 
bring you an amazing on- and off-snow 
experience.

NESJ: In 10 years, you hope for Par-
lor to be …

Wallace: We want to still be building 
the best skis money can buy and putting 
smiles on our customers’ faces, because 
they know their skis are as unique as 
they are — custom made just for them. It 
is likely there will be more carving prod-
ucts coming soon, and we will continue 
to focus heavily on new experiences, 
partnerships, trips and workshops. The 
sky is the limit.

feedback@skijournal.com
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By Tony Chamberlain

When many people 
think of Olympic 
skiers and where 
they come from, 
the slate is fairly 

blank. Growing up, these athletes don’t 
compete in front of crowds or perform 
at big-name sports colleges, or even rec-
ognizable minor-league systems. Their 
spectators are mostly parents who stand 
at the finish hopping from foot to foot.

They might come from out west, the 
Rockies, where the whole world seems 
created for winter sports. But check out 
the ski squad the U.S. will be sending to 
South Korea this month, and you’ll find 

plenty of New Englanders, kids you see 
at any ski area, flickering through gates 
or getting air in the terrain parks. Some 
go off to one of the many ski academies 
in the Northeast, and many go to signifi-
cant college ski teams, competing for the 
ultimate prize, a national championship.

Here are some of the prime con-
tenders for U.S. Olympic ski and snow-
board team selections for the 2018 Py-
eongChang Winter Games.

Alpine
Mikaela Shiffrin will lead the U.S. 

alpine team along with Lindsey Vonn. 
Just 22, Shiffrin, one of the leading ski-
ers in the history of the team, was a stu-
dent at Burke Mountain Academy be-

ROAD TO PYEONGCHANG

 David Chodounsky

n From gate runners 
to aerial magicians, 
New Englanders  
are primed to wow 
PyeongChang — and 
the world — at the 
2018 Winter Games 
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fore she left New England for 
Vail, Colorado.

Andrew Weibrecht is a veter-
an of the U.S. Olympic and World 
Cup teams who already owns 
two Olympic medals in speed 
events, focusing on both down-
hill and super-G. After he did his 
early skiing in New York state, he 
skied for Dartmouth before join-
ing the U.S. national teams.

David Chodounsky is a 
33-year-old slalom racer who 
helped Dartmouth win an 
NCAA championship, then com-
peted for the U.S. Olympic and 
World Cup teams. At Dartmouth 
he was captain of the national 

championship team, then made 
the transition to the U.S.team, 
where his best finishes have 
been 15th and 19th in slalom.

Ryan Cochran-Siegle, 25, 
from Starksboro, Vt., is a long-
time member of the the Mans-
field Ski & Snowboard Club in 
Stowe. This technical specialist 
comes from a long ski pedigree. 
His mother, Barbara, won Olym-
pic gold in slalom at the 1972 
Sapporo Games. This is Co-
chran’s fifth year on the World 
Cup team and he’s ranked as 
the 83rd technical racer on the 
World Cup. His best World Cup 
giant slalom finish is 20th.

AJ Ginnis attended Green 
Mountain Valley School and 
Dartmouth as a technical racer.

Slalom specialist Nolan 
Kasper of Warren, Vt., returned 
to the World Cup after nearly 
three years battling injuries.

Freestyle 
Troy Murphy, a motocross 

racer from Bethel, Maine, who 
attended Gould Academy, is 
one of the top moguls skiers on 
the U.S. team.

Nessa Dziemian from East 
Hampstead, N.H., was North 
American champion in moguls 
in 2015. After her early success, 
a knee injury sidelined her last 
season, but she is considered a 
definite medals contender.

Mac Bohonnon is an aeri-
als specialist from Madison, 
Conn., who skied for the Strat-
ton Mountain Freestyle Team. 
Bohonnon placed second last 
season in the World Cup aeri-
als standings and is coming off 
a fifth-place finish at the Sochi 
Olympics.

Kiley McKinnon from Madi-
son, Conn., has finished in the 
top 10 in the World Cup stand-
ings for the past three seasons 
and in 2015 was World Cup aeri-
als champion.

Eric Loughran, an aerials spe-
cialist from Pelham, N.H., and the 
Loon Mountain Freestyle Team, 
made the U.S. World Champion-
ships team last season.

Nordic
Jessie Diggins is a prod-

uct of the Stratton Mountain 
School Elite team and a four-
time World Championships 
medalist who will be competing 
in her second Olympic Games.

Simi Hamilton, a Middle-
bury College graduate, lives in 
Vermont and trains at Stratton 
Mountain. He has four podium 
finishes on the World Cup circuit.

Sophie Caldwell is a mem-
ber of the well-known family of 
nordic ski racers. She lives in 
Peru, Vt., has four World Cup 
podiums and placed sixth at the 
Sochi Olympics.

Patrick Caldwell, Sophie’s 
cousin, was the 2015 NCAA 
champion from Dartmouth. He 
currently lives in Lyme, N.H.

Andy Newell from Shafts-
bury, Vt., will be making his 
fourth trip to the Olympics. He 
is married to another top nordic 
racer, Erika Flowers.

Liz Stephen is a two-time 

Olympian from East Montpe-
lier, Vt., who skied at Burke 
Mountain Academy and has 
been on the World Cup podium 
six times.

Julia Kern, from Waltham, 
Mass., races for Dartmouth and 
placed second in the U.S. cham-
pionships in 2016.

Ida Sargent is a skier from 
Barton, Vt., who had two po-
dium finishes at test events 
held at the Olympic venue of  
PyeongChang.

Katharine Ogden from 
Landgrove, Vt., this season 
became the first U.S. skier to 
win an individual medal at the 
World Junior Championships.

Snowboarding
Seth Wescott is a Sugar-

loaf, Maine, native who honed 
his skills at Carrabassett Valley 
Academy before a slew of World 
Cup wins and two Olympic gold 
medals in boardercross. He won 
the first boardercross race in its 
first running at the 2006 Torino 
Games. He repeated the feat in 
2010 at Vancouver, but had to 
skip Sochi because of an injury. 
When he’s not racing on the cir-
cuit, Wescott enjoys solo back-
country boarding trips in the 

Alaskan wilderness.
Lindsey Jacobellis will en-

ter her fourth Olympic Games 
in February. Winner of many 
World Cup events, she won 
a silver medal in Torino. She 
was in the development years 
of boardercross and grew up 
boarding in the unofficial East-
ern mecca of the sport, Stratton 
Mountain.

Jonathan Cheever is a na-
tive of Saugus, Mass., who is 
also a boardercross athlete. Off 
the hill, he works as a plumber 
to help pay for travel and coach-
ing on the snowboard circuit. 
Never an Olympian, Cheever, 
ranked sixth in the world, has 
an advantage to other team 
hopefuls because he already 
has made the podium in a quali-
fication event.

Kelly Clark is a veteran of 
the U.S. team from West Do-
ver, Vt. She attended Mount 
Snow Academy then joined the 
national team for four Olym-
pic appearances and has three 
medals (one gold, two bronze) 
under her belt.

Ty Walker will be entering 
her second Olympic Games. 

Continued on Page 16
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The Stowe, Vt., native now at-
tends Brown University. As a 
member of the slopestyle team, 
she earned a 14th-place show-
ing in Sochi.

Julie Marino is a Westport, 
Conn., native and big-air and 
slopestyle rider who, among 
her other achievements, has the 
unique accomplishment of win-
ning the big-air competition at 
Fenway Park in 2016.

Freeskiing
Devin Logan of West Dover, 

Vt., holds multiple overall AFP 
titles, X Games medals and 
World Cup podiums. She won 
silver in slopestyle at the 2014 
Olympics in Sochi.

Annalisa Drew of Andover, 
Mass., was a member of the 
inaugural Olympic halfpipe 
skiing team in 2014, finishing 
ninth at the Sochi Games.

Julia Krass of Hanover, N.H., 
qualified for the 2014 Olympics 
in slopestyle.

Caroline Claire of Manches-
ter Center, Vt., is a rising star on 

the slopestyle team.

Biathlon
Often considered, at least in 

this country, a strange hybrid of 
cross-country skiing, biathlon 
consists of classical nordic rac-
ing with target shooting. This 
combination tests the athlete’s 
ability to control one’s body af-

ter racing on skis with height-
ened heart rate and heavy 
breathing. Each miss with the 
.22 rifle is a deduction from the 
racer’s overall score.

Susan Dunklee of Barton, 
Vt., already has punched her 
ticket to the Olympics based on 
her silver-medal performance 
at last season’s biathlon World 

Championships. According to 
Max Cobb, president of U.S. Bi-
athlon, Dunklee “can contend for 
a medal in every race she starts.”

Sean Doherty of Center 
Conway, N.H., became the all-
time leader in individual med-
als at the IBU Youth/Junior 
World Championships in 2016, 
winning three medals to bring 

his career total to 10.
Emily Dreissigacker of 

Morrisville, Vt., is a former All-
American rower at Dartmouth.

Clare Egan from Cape Eliza-
beth, Maine, was a member of 
the 2015 and 2016 World Cham-
pionship teams.

feedback@skijournal.com

ROAD TO PYEONGCHANG Team USA hopefuls

Continued from Page 15
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40 unique rooms 
in 5 historic buildings
• Use of nearby health club 
• Spa services also available

Package deals!
STAY 2 NIGHTS GET THE 3RD 50% OFF! 
see website for details

legendarY dining
• Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
• 170-seat Function Suite:  
 800-321-3985 to book

comPanY store & gift shoP
tWo PuBs
• Live Entertainment!
• 14 handcrafted ales on tap!
 Many available in local stores & restaurants

on-site BreWerY
• BREW TOURS DAILY Reserve Online

• Brewer’s Weekends: learn how to brew beer!  
 2   nights, breakfast daily, reception, dinner, &  
 T-shirt or hat!

135 Main Street, No. Woodstock, NH 03262      

                                    
                800-321-3985  • WoodstockInnNH.com



LET US LIGHT UP 

YOUR WINTER!

You already know us for our night skiing and riding, and with upgraded lighting on every ski trail, 
this season it will be even better than ever.  

With our remodeled Coppertop Lounge, nights will be more fun inside too! Night skiing 
(and apres-skiing) are a great way to let off steam after a tough day at the office.

Night skiing & riding is fun for the whole family! Don’t feel like cooking? Bring the kids up after 
school for a few runs and enjoy dinner in the Black Diamond Restaurant.

Whether you’re coming up after school or work, here for our fun Night Race League OR just want 
to replace your morning jog with some evening runs, night skiing or riding gives you a chance to 
double your fun this winter!

SKI THE 
LATE SHIFT!

CAN’T GET HERE BY 4 PM? 
Try the discounted Night 

Shift Ticket from 7 – 10 pm. 
Come later, ski more!

Open daily until 10 pm. May close at 8 pm beginning 3/11/18. 
Operates in conjunction with Mass. Dept. of  Conservation & Recreation.

 

SKIING AND RIDING AT WACHUSETT WILL 
BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY (AND YOUR NIGHT!)

 Buy Night Tickets
online at 

wachusett.com
& SAVE!

BUY NOW  ❆  wachusett.com  ❆  978.464.2300

499 Mountain Road
Princeton MA 01541 
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NESJ SPOTLIGHT World Pro Ski Tour

By Brion O’Connor 

Expect an unmistakable 
sense of déjà vu when rac-
ers slide into the starting 
gates at the revived World 
Pro Ski Tour at New Hamp-

shire’s Waterville Valley in February and 
Maine’s Sunday River in late March. Old-
timers might hear the haunting exhorta-
tions of famed announcer Bob Beattie, or 
even catch a glimpse of ghostly appari-
tions resembling Steve and Phil Mahre, 
Billy Kidd, Tiger Shaw or Felix McGrath 
running the gates.

“The original Pro Tour was really the 
rock ’n’ roll age of skiing,” said Michael 
Ankeny, a Minnesota native and 2015 
North American Cup champion. “The 
racers were cool, and the events looked 
like a big party.

“I hope that the new Pro Tour can pig-
gyback off of that, and continue to bring 
the same energy to the events,” said An-
keny, 27. “I hope it stays true to its roots.”

Last March, the revived Pro Ski Chal-
lenge at Sunday River brought top North 
American racers together for the coun-
try’s first professional dual race in 18 
years. Top-ranked American and four-
time national champion David Chodoun-

sky, a Dartmouth grad, defeated 2017 U.S. 
and Canadian national slalom champion 
AJ Ginnis to take the $10,000 grand 
prize. This year, World Pro Ski Tour orga-
nizers are planning three events, includ-
ing the two in New England.  

Ankeny was among this new breed 
of slalom racers, along with brothers 
Alec and Ace Tarberry, 2012 national GS 
champion Robby Kelley, and 2016 nation-
al GS champion Kieffer Christianson, 
who raced side-by-side at Sunday River.

“I’m a huge fan of dual slalom be-

cause the excitement of racing head to 
head is exponentially more exciting than 
racing the clock,” said Alec Tarberry, a 
two-time All-American at Middlebury 
College. “Head-to-head racing is also 
more exciting for the fans. They can feel 
the adrenaline and intensity.”

Prior to last year’s event, it had been 
almost two decades since racers like the 
Tarberrys and Ankeny had a legitimate 
option to compete professionally in North 
America if they weren’t participating in 
the international “amateur” World Cup.

“Historically, the World Pro Ski Tour 
has been another avenue for ski racers to 
pursue if they are looking for other ways 
of making an income, looking to extend a 
career, or just change up the pace of the 
grueling World Cup circuit,” said Ankeny. 
“The guys who started the tour were hav-
ing fun and tearing it up on the hill. That 
overall atmosphere associated with the 
Pro Tour is what attracted me the most.”

Ace Tarberry, a two-time NCAA All-
American, first got a taste of the Pro 
Tour at school. 

“My college ski coach at Dartmouth, 
Peter Dodge, is a notorious former racer 
from the Pro Tour days,” he said. “My 
teammates and I used to fantasize about 
what it would be like for the tour to come 
back. We’d look at the poster of him in 
the ski office, racing over a pro bump, 
reading ‘Nordica, the benchmark in ski-
ing.’ The dream was always for ski racing 
to regain popularity among the general 
public, and this is the venue.”

Dodge raced on the World Pro Tour 
and U.S. Pro Tour from 1980 to 1989, 
twice capturing Pro Skier of the Year 
honors. Those events gave him “the 
chance to compete independently, and 
to prove to myself that I could be the 
best in the world on a given day,” he said.

New England dates
 White Mountain Dual Challenge | Waterville Valley | Feb. 8-10
 Visit Maine Pro Ski Championships | Sunday River  | March 29-31

TOUR DE FORCE

Revived World Pro Ski Tour 
boasts two New England 
venues, aims to mirror  
the cool vibe of the Mahre,  
McGrath and Dodge days

 Max Hall (red) and Kieffer Christianson 
fetch air off a small jump at Sunday River 
in the 2017 Pro Ski Challenge.

 Mark Engel 
(foreground) races 

against Robby 
Kelley in the 2017 
Pro Ski Challenge 

at Sunday River.
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Beattie, a former racer and longtime 
coach of the U.S. Ski Team (1960-69), 
launched the original World Pro Ski 
Tour in 1970. The tour offered an alterna-
tive to the prestigious World Cup, which 
dominates the European circuit and is 
considered the pinnacle of the sport. 
Beattie’s stroke of genius was to present 
a different format — the dual slalom. In-
stead of racing strictly against the clock, 
Pro Tour slalom racers competed side by 
side on mirror courses.

“What’s nice about (the dual slalom) 
is that it’s usually a short course,” said 
Phil Mahre, 1984 gold medalist in Sara-
jevo and one of the best skiers produced 
by the United States with 27 World Cup 
victories. “The viewing public can see 
from start to finish.

“In amateur ranks, when the person 
is skiing down, you don’t know whether 
that person is having a good run or not,” 
he said. “But when you see them coming 
down head to head, you can see who is 
leading.”

Mahre and his twin brother Steve 
(nine World Cup victories) were lured 
to the Pro Tour for financial reasons, to 
fund their fledgling car-racing careers 
and recoup a lost investment in a failed 
clothing line.

“And we had a lot of fun doing it,” said 
Mahre, 60, laughing.

With an eclectic mix of former World 
Cup stars and not-ready-for-prime-time 
racers, “the camaraderie on the tours was 
unbelievable,” said Dodge, 63. “We were 
all incredibly competitive on the hill, 
(but) we knew we had to work together to 
travel, train and to make the tour happen.”

“Back in the day, the pro tours were a 
big deal,” he said. “Promotions, parties, 
events leading up and during the week-
end, strong presence by manufacturers 
with equipment and technical support … 
almost every event was televised. There 
were pro-am fundraisers with celebrities, 
kids asking for autographs, et cetera. It 
was a great show.”

Plus, the tours inspired a generation 
of skiers who might not have been at the 
top echelon of the sport but cherished 
racing nonetheless.

“I had posters in my room as a child 
of all the great pro racers from the ear-
lier eras,” said McGrath, the Pro Tour’s 
Rookie of the Year in 1992. “Coming 
from a small, non-ski town and not being 

exposed to the international world of ski 
racing until I was older, made the tour a 
big deal for a little kid who loved to ski.”

According to McGrath, the World Pro 
Tour was “the opposite of the World Cup,” 
and self-sufficiency was the key to success.

“There were no coaches or service 
people to support you,” said McGrath. 
“You had to survive on your own. That 
meant taking care of all the details the 
U.S. Ski Team normally managed, such 
as making your training schedule, travel 
plans, et cetera.

“I personally enjoyed that, because 
there was no one to blame if you skied 
poorly,” he said. “It was 100 percent the 
skier’s responsibility to perform.”

The original World Pro Ski Tour im-
ploded in 1982, when the racers went on 
strike, and Beattie, by then a successful 
race commentator, shut it down. Several 
B-level tours filled the void. One was 
the Eastern Pro Racing Tour, headed by 
partners Ed Rogers, a Maine restaura-
teur, and Michael Collins under the um-
brella North American Pro Ski. The tour 
went through several ownership chang-
es — though Rogers was a constant — 
until The Family Channel sold its sports 
properties to Fox. When Fox dropped the 
tour, the series vanished, leaving racers 
in the lurch. And in mourning.

“The tour had a grassroots feeling,” 
said McGrath, 56. “We toured to some 
of the best ski resorts in America — Tel-
luride, Aspen, Vail, Killington. Yet some-
times we raced at Boyne, Michigan, and 
Nashoba Valley (outside Boston). These 
smaller races always had many fans 

watching and taking part.”
The demise of the Pro Tour in 1998 

created a vacuum that led to ESPN’s X 
Games and various snowboarding events, 
like the Dew Tour. But those events, 
said Rogers, put too much emphasis on 
“judged” competitions, such as halfpipe 
contests, while the public simply wants to 
see “a winner.” X Games races like board-
ercross and ski cross, and even Red Bull’s 
manic Crashed Ice events, reinforced that 
spectators want definitive results.

“In skiing, you’ve got winners and 
losers,” said Rogers. “Pro skiing fits that. 
You race each other until there’s only 
one guy left.”

The World Pro Ski Tour’s return was 
announced in early 2016, but logistical 
hurdles prevented organizers from put-
ting together a series. Instead, the singu-
lar event was held at Sunday River as “a 
springboard” that Rogers said should con-
vince other sponsors, other ski areas and 
other racers to sign on for future seasons.

Part of the draw of the World Pro Ski 
Tour is exposure, said Rogers. The Wa-
terville Valley and Sunday River events 
will be televised by CBS Sports.

“We felt if we could get any one of the 
cable sports networks to do it, that would 
be a start,” said Rogers, 79. “So we hope 
we will grow and they will grow at the 
same time.”

The cable deal is a critical piece of the 
puzzle. So is patience, say former racers. 

“It’s great the tour is being resur-
rected,” said McGrath. “However, it’ll 
take time to build the tour back to what 
it was. Unfortunately, it’s probably about 

sponsorship and prize money. The better 
the sponsors, the better the prize money. 
This will attract better ski racers, and 
make for a better tour.”

The Tarberry brothers count them-
selves among the lucky ones.

“This event has the potential to be 
legendary,” said Ace Tarberry, 29. “This 
event certainly has the same vibe, and 
with today’s social media I think it has a 
chance to reach people on a much high-
er level than before.”

Rogers has similar expectations. 
“My goal is to create a professional 

sport, not just to have a bunch of events,” 
said Rogers. “We want to have our tour 
big enough to have 50 guys on the tour, 
where all of those guys can make a living.

“At least number 50 could make as 
much as he would if he were a full-time 
ski instructor,” he said. “And number one 
would make a couple million a year, and 
be considered a top athlete compared to 
other top athletes.”

The bottom line, said former racers, 
is that the revived World Pro Ski Tour 
will succeed if it captures the ultra-cool 
atmosphere that made the original tour 
a must-see event.

“My fondest memories?” said Dodge. 
“Defeating Austrian superstar Hansi 
Hinterseer in the finals of my third pro 
race in Aspen, and getting to kiss Play-
boy bunny Barbie Benton on the victory 
stand.”

Talk about the stuff that dreams are 
made of. 

feedback@skijournal.com

 David Chodounsky 
(33) and AJ Ginnis with 

New England racing 
legend Pam Fletcher.

 Mark Engel (left) and Robby Kelley race head-to-head.

 David Chodounsky tops the podium.
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SKI SHOP Apparel

TRENDSETTERS
By Matt Boxler

Just because my personal philosophy of 
snowsports fashion is about holding onto 
what works best for as long as possible — 
much to the dismay of my family that col-
lectively cringes at the dirty, duct-taped 

apparel I trot out with for the seventh, eighth, ninth 
season in a row — doesn’t mean I don’t appreciate the 
latest industry trends.

In fact, like many of us in the lift line, I’m constantly 
browsing new looks and inquiring about how the latest 
in outerwear performs in various mountain conditions, 
continually editing a mental shopping list that might 
actually, eventually result in a purchase. It’s fun, but 
there’s also considerable research behind the trending 

we see in our sport.
You might have noticed that small brands like 

Strafe, Voormi and Stio are gaining in popularity, a 
fact confirmed by the latest Insights Report produced 
by Snowsports Industries America. Solid colors, clean 
lines and pockets, and lean fits are current style trends, 
the report proclaims.

And beyond style, apparel makers continue to explore 
fabric innovations that strike a viable balance between 
environmental sensitivity and functional perfection. 
Perfluorinated chemicals (PFC), for instance, have been 

used for decades in the outdoor industry due to their ex-
emplary water-repellant properties. Now, apparel mak-
ers are exploring alternatives, though PFCs still reign.

Voormi’s innovative nylon-reinforced Surface Hard-
ened thermal wool pushes the performance of natural 
fibers through advanced construction methods. Look 
for another innovation — biomimetic spider silk — to 
begin appearing in ski apparel as well. This recently de-
veloped method for spinning artificial spider silk will 
allow apparel makers to take advantage of the mate-
rial’s lightweight and incredibly strong properties.

While your typical lift-line fashionista might not be 
well-versed in all the technological innovations, they 
know what they’re wearing makes them look good. 
Here are some of the most popular apparel items out 
there today that accomplish just that, and more.

The North Face Chakal
This weatherproof retro-inspired ski jacket features varied insulation that 
places the most warmth (100 g) at the core, slightly less (80 g) in the sleeves, 
and light insulation (60 g) in the hood. Modern bells and whistles for the hill 
include a snap-away powder skirt and underarm vents to keep you dry.

Burton AK 2L Blade
The Burton women’s 2L Gore-Tex Blade Jacket packs essential features like 

the waterproof strength of a fully Gore-Seam taped construction combined 
with the warmth and breathability of a mapped taffeta lining. The signa-

ture articulated fit allows for layering options in mixed weather conditions 
while allowing full range of motion on the climb up or the ride down.

Blackstrap Hood Balaclava
The hood features an ergonomic design and four-way stretch fabric for 
multiple wearing applications and helmet compatibility. It is UPF 50-plus 
rated to block 97.5 percent of harmful UV rays and has a dual-layer hinged 
mouth that is breathable for all-season use. Full synthetic, quick-dry fabric 
with moisture-wicking technology keeps you comfortable and dry. Every-
thing is 100 percent lens safe to pair with your sport goggles or eyeglasses.

Hestra Fall Line Women’s
This mitten features a cowhide leather shell with  

Fiberfill insulation to keep your hands dry 
and warm. Hestra added a smooth Bem-

berg lining for soft comfort, and the  
neoprene cuff works with the hook-
and-loop closure to keep snow out. 

Coal B�E�B� Light
A single-layer balaclava made of mois-

ture-wicking grid fleece fabric, it is warm 
and protective while being lightweight and 

breathable. It features a contoured shape for 
optimum fit and classic Coal label at hem.

n Popularity contest winners feature  
solid colors, clean lines, lean fits

family comes first
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Buff Original Women’s
The multifunctional Original Buff is a bandana, ponytail holder,  
sun guard, scarf, hat, neck gaiter or dust screen. Printed in fun designs  
and made of 100 percent polyester microfiber, it is durable, soft,  
wind resistant, breathable and moisture wicking. This seamless  
tube of fabric can be worn for everything from skiing to cycling and  
is ideal to wear under a helmet or other headwear.

Arc’teryx Sabre Glove
Designed for big-mountain freeride skiing and snowboarding, this  
durable glove features Gore-Tex hand protection with leather-reinforced 
fingers and palms, short cuff and Primaloft insulation.

Eider Shaper
Technically advanced for committed back-

country skiers, the Shaper Jacket features the 
exclusive ergonomic Fix-a-Shape zipper, which, 
thanks to the unique structure of the 
teeth, is able to form a cocoon 
around your face, providing a 
highly protective collar 
without limiting 
mobility of your head 
or irritating skin. The 
innovative bi-density 
weave shell fabric increases 
the durability and abrasion 
resistance on exposed areas, while 
remaining soft and supple through-
out the torso. Seamless transition be-
tween the densities results in greater 
breathability and packability, while 
decreasing overall weight.

Dakine Smyth II — The 
Smyth Gore-Tex 2 Layer shell 
jacket provides protection against 
the elements at a reasonable 
cost. Design features include an 
interior mesh goggle pocket, 
wrist gaiters, media-compatible 
chest pocket and mesh-lined 
under arm vents for unparalleled 
performance and comfort.

Touted as the warmest snowboard 
mitten on the planet, this product 

combines the collective heating 
powers of Triple Goose Down, 

15 ounces of PrimaLoft Gold 
Insulation and a Hydrofil wicking 

fleece liner. It fights moisture 
with ultra-breathable Wind-

stopper fabric from Gore, and 
its low-profile cuff easily slides 

underneath your jacket’s sleeves. 

Norrona Svalbard Anorak
This product is a men’s fashionably  
retro and light anorak made of organic 
cotton. With its timeless design and 
contemporary details, this anorak not 
only will give you full wind protection 
but also that old-school look and feel. 
The fabric is made durable and soft by 
a mix of organic cotton and recycled 
polyester. The kangaroo pocket is perfect 
for windy days, as is the protective hood. 
This anorak has a zipper on the side, 
which makes it easy to take on and  
off and can be used for ventilation.

Patagonia Snowbelle
Updated this season with an attached  

hood, exposed waterproof center-front  
zip and a lighter-weight insulation 
package for better versatility, this fully 
featured H2No Performance Standard 
2-layer jacket has an articulated fit for 
freedom of movement and a smooth 
taffeta liner for ease of layering.

Burton AK Oven Mitt
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SKI FASHION The Vertical Runway

Cold temps give way to hot styles at Sunday River

The Christmas/New Year’s holiday week at Sunday River 
was a snow lover’s dream, with more than two feet of  
perfect snow falling over five days. The temps might  
have been on the frosty side across New England, but the 
amazing conditions and vast array of terrain — with all 

eight of Sunday River’s peaks open — made it an incredible playground 
for riders and skiers of all expertise and tastes. Looking good when the 
temps dip low can be a challenge for some, but not for these style stars 
who geared up right and brought their unique style to their “happy 
place.” This season is starting out strong, so find your unique style, dress 
smart for conditions and get out on the vertical runway. BENHARRIS

KATHY

Kathy Benharris leads the Boston Fashion Meetup Group, and her clients include individual brands and 
designers, international charities, sports teams, private clients, retail entities and publications. Kathy has 
developed, styled and produced fashion events during New York Fashion Week and Boston Fashion Week.

2018-19 alpine fashion forecast
Recently, I got a sneak peek at what next season will bring at the New England  

Sports Representatives Show. What’s coming? Get ready for smart and stylish use of 
Neoprene and body con softshell pants that flatter, plus sequins, embellishments and 
faux fur so well done it 
can pass as the real thing. 
Bib overalls and one-piece 
suits are truly everywhere, 
with just about every 
brand offering versions 
sure to challenge outdated 
thoughts on the one-piece. 
At Roxy, the look is flirty/
sassy. At Strafe, the 
aesthetic is utilitarian and 
shred ready. Lutha’s sexy 
sleek one-pieces with  
rose gold zippers are 
straight up Bond girl. 

Obermeyer’s next 
collection is chock full of 
standout pieces offering re-
fined style in performance 
clothing for all members of the family. Some of my Obermeyer favorites include  
(from left): Soleil reversible down insulator in feline frost with Jinks stirrup 
pants; Beau Jacket in green with Clio softshell pants in midnight plaid;  
Hadley Jacket in honeysuckle print with Sundeck 4-way stretch pant in white.

Ladies who zoom
Some ladies lunch, some have tea parties and some, 
like Lorri and Stacey, like to fly down some sweet 
vertical at Sunday River.  As these two beauties entered 
the Mountain Room in North Peak Lodge, every head 
turned. It was a challenging day from a temperature 
standpoint, but they kept their style game strong. 
Stacey paired her Skea silver ripstop cargo pants with 
a Killy Jacket, Smith helmet and uber-warm fringed 
and beaded Astis gloves. Lorri looks effortlessly stylish 
in her Bogner Fire & Ice jacket and pants, POC helmet, 
Giro goggles and Hestra gloves.

Pattern play
Andrea from Amesbury, Mass., likes to mix it up both 
in how she plays out on the mountain and how she 
dresses for it. Hiking up Locke Mountain on a blue sky 
day, this snow siren’s look was inspired by her favorite 
hat, which she used to match, but not “matchy-match,” 
with the rest of her outfit. Andrea’s jacket and pants are 
from Burton, her toasty warm gloves are by Hestra and 
her goggles are Oakley. Mixing patterns works when 
the color palettes are the same hue and the energy of 
the prints are in sync. Hats off to you, Andrea, for 
getting this right and making it look so good.

Mad for plaid  The friendly fun staff at the 
Mountain Room serves up great comfort food and drinks 
while wearing L.L. Bean flannels, jeans and maybe even 
a pair of Bean’s famous duck boots. Explains owner Sarah 
Smith: “L.L. Bean is a must for any true Mainer, and for 
that reason it was easy to rely on their flannels as the  
‘uniform’ for the employees. We also have Mountain Room 
hats as an added accessory. They certainly come in handy 
when you have to run out to the deck to deliver a round of 
drinks or our popular grilled cheese and tomato soup. Here 
at the Mountain Room it’s pretty simple — fantastic food, 
with a side of flannel.” Located in North Peak Lodge, the 
Mountain Room is renowned chef Harding Smith’s newest 
restaurant and my new favorite place to take a lunch 
break. Check it out next time you are at the River. Cheers!

Father/daughter corduroy dance
Winter weekends at Sunday River are made for  
fun for Lexington, Massachusetts’ Mark and his  
daughter Kendal. Kendal’s jacket and pants are  
from Obermeyer, and her helmet and goggles are  
by POC. Mark is wearing a Phoenix ski jacket,  
Descente pants, Smith helmet, Briko goggles and  
Leki gloves. I love how their outfits look together. 
Check out how the print of her Obermeyer pants work 
with his outfit. Clearly, style runs in this family.

She’s so fancy
Wonder Woman might have her gold cuffs,   
but Skea Limited’s sequins have their own   
super powers. Check out Lindsay from New  
York City, who brings drop-dead glamour to the 
slopes with Skea’s Fancy Resi Parka in black with 
two-tone gold sequins and Skea’s gold cargo 
pants. Very fashion forward and so on trend 
— the sequins can change color just by running 
your hands and flipping the sequins the opposite 
direction. Warning: Once you start to play and 
create with the sequins, it’s very hard to stop!  
The placement of the sequins at the forearms  
and across the upper back is just the right 
amount of glitz and shine. Lindsay has added 
Skea’s Finnish Raccoon fur trim to her jacket  and 
completes her looks with a fur pom pom   
hat and Oakley goggles. Shine on!
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By Brion O’Connor 

With each passing winter, it becomes more difficult to find 
a New England ski area, or a ski town, that has remained 
true to its skiing roots. Things change, and often for the 
better (after all, we want our high-speed lifts). But of-
tentimes, something is lost in that progression, a 

sense of time and place that, once gone, can’t be restored. For those of 
us who still love the experience of a genuine slice of ski history, our 
choices are dwindling. But they still exist. 

We can find it at Mad River Glen in Vermont, or Bousquet in west-
ern Massachusetts. But for the best combination of historic ski hill and 
town, Cranmore Mountain Resort in North Conway, N.H., stands a cut 
above. Cranmore is celebrating 80 years this winter. Let that sink in 
for a minute. Eight decades.

In 1938, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the rest of 
the country were still recovering from the depths of the Great 
Depression. Europe was a tinderbox, with countries bracing for 
the inevitability of a Second World War. Heavyweight boxing 
champ Joe Louis KO’d German Max Schmeling in their famed 
rematch at Yankee Stadium, and American financier Harvey 

Dow Gibson, a Conway native, opened a new ski area at Lookout Mountain, 
later renamed Cranmore Mountain.

Driving into Cranmore today, regardless of which direction you come from, 
it’s all but impossible to avoid the overwhelming sense of nostalgia that per-
vades this ribbon of the Mount Washington Valley. The time-period train de-

pot, preserved storefronts, rustic ski clubs and old-fashion hotels all speak 
to a bygone era. Standing at a corner of North Main Street in downtown 

North Conway, you can almost sense the benevolent ghosts of skiers 
past, hauling their oversized boards from the Snow Train to their ac-
commodations for the weekend.

Visitors to Cranmore are greeted by a life-size statue of Hannes 
Schneider, the charming, charismatic Austrian ski instructor who came 

to the United States in 1939 after being imprisoned for his views re-
garding Hitler’s Nazi Germany. The statue is a beautiful tribute, but 

almost seems understated given the larger-than-life influence that 
Schneider had on skiing not just at Cranmore, but nationwide.

“The pioneer was Harvey Dow Gibson, who started the ski 
area, but the credibility that he brought was Hannes Schneider,” 
said Ben Wilcox, Cranmore’s president/general manager and a 
longtime Valley resident. “That’s when we got the cover of Life 
magazine and everything exploded. Cranmore was the news,

SKI WEEKEND Cranmore Mountain Resort
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CRANMORE

internationally, because (Schneider) came to America.”
Mount Washington Valley’s rich ski legacy began with Gibson and Carroll 

Reed. It was Reed, with the backing of Jackson hoteliers, who brought Aus-
trian Benno Rybizka from Schneider’s ski school in St. Anton to teach at his 
Eastern Slope Ski School in 1937. Rybizka was soon training local hockey play-
ers to be ski instructors. Several went abroad to earn their Austrian State Ski 
certification exam and later became the earliest members of the U.S. Army’s 
famed 10th Mountain Division. 

Gibson, a Fryeburg Academy and Bowdoin graduate, 
bought the Eastern Slope Inn (then known as the Ran-
dall Inn) in 1937, and established Cranmore. Buoyed by a 
$15,000 grant from FDR’s Works Progress Administration, 
and aided by the town of Conway, Gibson had his work 
crews clear roughly 200 acres at Cranmore. The earliest 
New England areas featured tight, twisting trails, but Gib-
son wanted to recreate the alpine landscapes of Austria, 
and that meant creating open trails. He persuaded Reed 
to sell his interests in the Eastern Slope Ski School, and 
brought in Reed’s band of Austrian-trained ski instructors, 
who delivered a measure of star power to the Mount Wash-
ington Valley, and Cranmore specifically. Soon others were 

looking to share in the experience.
During the ensuing decades, Cranmore cultivated its reputation as an in-

novative ski area. Due to Cranmore’s west-facing configuration, which often 
resulted in daytime snowmelt and overnight freezing, investing in ground-
breaking grooming technology was crucial in the 1940s. Snowmaking would 
follow decades later, after the expansion to the East Bowl. During the 1970s, 
Schneider’s son Herbert launched the Mountain Meisters midweek race se-

ries, which is still the largest weekly citizens’ recreational 
race program in the country.  

In 2018, there is an unmistakable “Back to the Future” 
feel at the mountain, highlighted by the completion of 
Phase One of a new $50 million redevelopment project 
— Kearsarge Brook Condominiums — at the base of Cran-
more’s South Slope.

“We’ve been talking about Cranmore’s future, Ke-
arsarge Brook, for the past few years, and today we can 
say this is Cranmore’s present,” said Wilcox. “Kearsarge 
Brook will heighten everything done at the mountain and 
will set the table for the next 80 years to come.”

Continued on Page 26
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The 18 two- and three-bedroom condo-
miniums provide something the moun-
tain has been missing — slopeside access 
to the trails and views of Cranmore and 
the surrounding White Mountains. When 
completed, the six-phase Master Plan will 
bring six new buildings, 106 year-round 
residences, and 45,000 square feet of new 
day-lodge space to the resort.

“With Kearsarge Brook, we’re going 
to do everything we can to preserve the 
character, but wanted to make sure what 
we did in this base area was unlike any-
thing else in New England,” said Cran-
more owner Brian Fairbank, whose Fair-
bank Group also includes Jiminy Peak 
in Massachusetts and Bromley in Ver-
mont. “Taking this base area and mak-
ing it spectacularly beautiful becomes 
an essential ingredient for us to say how 
we’re going to differentiate ourselves for 
the future.”

Fairbank took over the reins of Cran-
more in 2010, two years after he first set 
his eyes on the celebrated hill. In many 
ways, he inherited more than seven de-
cades of ski tradition.

“I’ve been passionate about the ski 

resort industry my entire life,” Fairbank 
said. “I became intrigued about the his-
tory of Cranmore and the ability to pur-
sue new opportunities for both summer 
and winter, while building on its heri-
tage and the culture that exists with the 
employees who work there.”

Those hardy souls who took the 
“snow trains” from Boston to North Con-
way would recognize a number of rem-
nants found at Cranmore, including the 
countless black and white photographs 
throughout the lodge and surrounding 
buildings chronicling its history. One of 
the funniest images is “The Flying Nun” 
in Cranmore’s ticket office, of a robust 
religious sister aboard a Skimobile car. 
A year after opening, Cranmore unveiled 
the Skimobile, a unique lift designed by 
local mechanic George Morton, featur-
ing small cars running on a wooden 
track (similar to a roller coaster). 

Atop the hill, the Meister Hut is as 
warm and as inviting as it was 70 years 
ago (and looks like it hasn’t been updat-
ed during the same span, which is a com-
pliment). I can’t think of a better place 
for a hot chocolate or microbrew. The 
views overlooking North Conway, as 
well as Cathedral Ledge and the White 

SKI WEEKEND   Cranmore Mountain Resort
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800-RJACKET         (800-752-2538)
redjacketresorts.com

Our two-night package features 1 discounted lift ticket per 
person per stay to Cranmore Mountain, unlimited Kahuna 

Laguna Water Park admission, and breakfast daily.

WINTER PACKAGES
SKI SPLASH STAY

 Ski the slopes of Cranmore Mountain then heat up in the 
tropical waters of Kahuna Laguna Indoor Water Park!

MID-WEEK AND WEEKEND 
WATER PARK PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Rates vary. Terms apply.
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Mountains to the west, are simply stunning.
Just above the top of the South Quad lift is another 

wonderful testament to Cranmore’s keen sense of self-
awareness. Along the edge of Jimmy’s Run trail is a tall 
slab of granite, with a bronze plaque commemorating 
the memory of Jimmy Mersereau. A legendary snow 
crew boss, Mersereau spent four decades at Cranmore, 
constantly improving the hill’s terrain.

“My father got a job here when I was born, and 
started full time when I was 2,” said Johnny Mersereau, 
Cranmore’s mountain manager, who oversees snow-
making and grooming. “He was a pioneer of snowmak-
ing. He helped lay some of the first pipe on the hill.”

The younger Mersereau said he felt like a kid in a 
candy store when Fairbank took ownership, providing 
a capital infusion that allowed him to triple Cranmore’s 
fleet of snow guns. Mersereau also takes immense 
pride in the seamless working relationship between the 
snowmaking and grooming crews.

“This is how my father always did it. We drove a snow-
cat and helped those guys make snow,” said Mersereau. 
“That’s the way I grew up, so that’s the way I know how 
to do it. A lot of mountains don’t. They’ll have a groom-
ing guy and a snowmaking guy, and they’ve got to work 
together. But where I’ve been in the middle of both of 
them, it just makes things easier. I know where all the 
snow has to be made, and where to push it.”

The crew’s continuing commitment to its craft is 
evident. Just last month, during the Northeast’s bru-

tal cold snap, my family and I woke up at our Jackson 
condo to temperatures of minus-22. By the time we 
reached Cranmore, determined to confront the ele-
ments, the mercury had barely inched above zero. Yet 
the trail conditions were absolutely superb. The classic 
packed powder readily accepted our edges, allowing for 
big, fast GS turns.

“You don’t typically think of snowmaking as cus-

tomer service, but that’s really how our guys think of 
it,” said Wilcox. “There’s such a passion, knowing that 
you’re making such a difference for the mountain and 
for all these people.”

Currently, the mountain tops out at about 2,000 feet, 
with 1,200 feet of vertical drop, and 170 skiable acres 
(though Wilcox has acknowledged that expansion to 
nearby Black Cap Mountain is under consideration). 
Cranmore boasts a total of 56 trails, with a breakdown 
of 16 beginner (28 percent), 25 intermediate (44 per-
cent) and 15 most difficult (28 percent), which includes 
seven glade areas, and five terrain parks. In truth, all 
but absolute beginners can handle most of Cranmore’s 
blue-square terrain, while the glades are tight and chal-
lenging but not super steep.

To get skiers and snowboarders up the hill, Cran-
more has nine lifts, including the high-speed Skimobile 
Express quad (named after Morton’s famed invention), 
which offers nice views of Mount Washington and the 
Presidential Range. Parents will appreciate knowing 
that there are trails for every ability level, including the 
beginner Easy Street, spilling from the summit.

The Snowsports School has upheld Schneider’s leg-
endary instructional reputation, offering an outstand-
ing variety of group and private lessons. If you have 
children, you definitely should consider Cranmore’s 
KidsRule Mountain Camps. If you need gear, the fast 

SKI WEEKEND   Cranmore Mountain Resort
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 Along the edge of Jimmy’s Run trail 
is a tall slab of granite, with a bronze 
plaque commemorating the memory 
of snow crew boss Jimmy Mersereau.
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and friendly rental team will make sure 
you’re properly fitted with high-quality 
Rossignol skis, snowboards and boots. 
As a bonus, you can take your multiday 
rentals to other areas, allowing one-stop 
shopping. 

Cranmore’s lodge is a no-nonsense 
facility that doesn’t have many frills, but 
enough room for your family to stretch 
out and grab a burger or maybe a bever-
age. For a little variety, the Mountain Ad-
venture Park offers the Cranmore Moun-
tain Coaster, the Soaring Eagle Zipline, 
a Giant Swing and a lift-serviced tubing 
park with 10 400-foot lanes of high-speed 
excitement. Cranmore Fitness has work-
out equipment and a variety of classes, 
from yoga to TRX.

What to do after a day 
on the hill? Karen Dolan, 
Cranmore Mountain Re-
sort’s Snowsports School 
director and an instructor 
with more than four de-
cades of experience, has 
the perfect après-ski sug-
gestion. “Head to Zip’s for 
a crafted beer,” said Dolan 
with a laugh. “Check in 
with your friendly bartend-
ers, mountain staff or locals 
to learn where the best of 
valley (attractions) are once 
the lifts close. Zip’s is kid 
friendly, and a trip to Zeb’s 
Store is a must for them.”

Zip’s Pub & Grill is another New Eng-
land ski institution, with a bar that recog-
nizes some of Cranmore’s best-known per-
sonalities (yes, that’s Hannes Schneider on 
the menu cover) and a wall dedicated to 
Cranmore Ski Patrol Legends and Snow-
sports School Hall of Fame. Other great 
après-ski options in the vicinity include 
McGrath’s Tavern, Delaney’s Hole in the 
Wall, May Kelly’s, the Sea Dog Brewing 
Company, Moat Mountain Smoke House 
& Brewing Company, Horsefeather’s and 
Tuckerman’s Restaurant & Tavern. 

Of course, no matter where you go, 
the history of North Conway and Cran-
more won’t be far behind. That’s a good 
thing.

feedback@skijournal.com

GET OUR
NEW APP

Download it FREE today!

SKI WEEKEND Cranmore Mountain Resort

MAKE YOUR NEXT DAY ON THE 
MOUNTAIN … YOUR BEST DAY!

In the heart of N.H.'s best skiing. Find us on Main Street off Exit 32 on I-93 in Lincoln.

PREMIER GEAR, RENTALS & TUNES

603-745-8347
rodgersskiandsport.com

What else to do
Like the good ol’ days of New England skiing, 

North Conway and the sprawling Mount Washington 
Valley have several ski areas to sample. If you want 
to venture beyond the trails at Cranmore, check out 
Attitash/Bear Peak (attitash.com) in Bartlett, the 
venerable Wildcat (skiwildcat.com) in Pinkham Notch 
(tickets at these two mountains are interchangeable), 
and the historic Black Mountain (blackmt.com) on the 
outskirts of Jackson. If you want to add skinny skis to 
the mix, the Jackson Ski Touring Foundation has 154 
kilometers to assuage your free-heel appetite. For a 
better appreciation of the area’s rich ski traditions, 
visit the new branch of the New England Ski Museum 
in the former North Conway Community Center.

Where to stay
Cranmore skiers have myriad lodging options in 

addition to the new Kearsarge Brook Condominiums. 
Want to stay with the history theme? The Eastern 
Slope Inn (easternslopeinn.com; 800-862-1600) 
is your best bet, though the Stonehurst Manor 
(stonehurstmannor.com; 800-525-9100) or the White 
Mountain Hotel (whitemountainhotel.com; 800-533-
6301) also are great choices. The Red Jacket Mountain 
View Resort (redjacketresorts.com; 800-752-2538) 
and the Hampton Inn & Suites (northconwaysuites.
hamptoninn.com; 888-H20-PARK) are phenomenal 
family option, thanks to the in-house water parks and 

daily breakfast. For something more cozy, consider 
the Red Elephant Inn (redelephantinn.com; 603-356-
8430), the Farm by the River Bed & Breakfast  
(farmbytheriver.com; 603-356-2694), the Oxen  
Yoke Inn (theoxenyoke.com; 800-862-1600) or the 
Cranmore Inn (cranmoreinn.com; 603-356-5502). 

There also are fabulous options in Jackson, just a 
few miles north (where you have the hilarious choice 
of two livery services — Turtle Taxi and Fast Taxi). 
Favorites include The Wentworth (thewentworth.com; 
603-383-9700), the Inn at Thorn Hill (innatthornhill.
com; 800-289-8990), the Inn at Jackson (innatjackson.
com; 603-383-4321), the Christmas Farm Inn  
(christmasfarminn.com; 603-383-4313), and Whitney’s 
Inn at Jackson (whitneysinn.com; 603-383-8916).  

For a thorough compendium of lodging  
options, attractions and ski packages, visit the  
website NorthConwayLodging.com.

Continued from Page 27
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Where to eat
In addition to the fun, aforementioned après-ski 

venues, North Conway has numerous dining spots to 
satisfy any cravings, from American to international. 
Decide what you’re in the mood for, then check out 
places like Taste of Thai, Shalimar Authentic Indian 
Cuisine, the Black Cap Grille, Merlino’s Steak House, 
Muddy Moose Restaurant & Pub, Cresh’s Italian  
Country Kitchen, Deacon Street Restaurant/Martini  
& Whiskey Bar, Jalisco Mexican Restaurant, Chef’s 
Bistro, Bangkok Café, Wicked Fresh Craft Burgers,  
Vito Marcello’s Italian Bistro and the Lobster Trap. 

Outside of town, the Red Parka Pub in Glen is a 
North Country institution that gets better with age 
thanks to the guidance of owner Terry O’Brien. Due 
to its prime location at the intersection of Routes 16 
and 302, as well as great food and atmosphere, there’s 
typically a traffic jam at the pub’s front door  
(conjuring the famous Yogi Berra line: “No one goes 
there anymore; it’s too crowded.”). If the wait is too 
long, I might head to nearby Margarita Grille, with its 
farm-to-table menu of Southwest delights and  
top-notch margaritas, or Joseph’s Spaghetti Shed.

Farther up Route 16 in Jackson, the Wildcat  
Inn & Tavern has both fine dining in its elegant  
hole-in-the-wall dining room and pub food plus  
live music at the bar next door. Another terrific  
fine-dining option is the aforementioned Inn at 
Thorn Hill, while the Shovel Handle Pub at Whitney’s 

Inn and the Shannon Door Irish Pub (stop in while 
the local Riley Parkhurst Project is providing the 
music) offer comfort-food menus.

Events
Cranmore continues its 80th anniversary bash 

with celebration weekends on Feb 3-4 and March 3-4, 
including special online packages for skiing and  
snow tubing.

Saturday nights, all season through  
March 10: Cranmore’s signature winter event,  
Cranapalooza, is back for another season of DJ  
dance parties in Schneider Square with C-more  
the Penguin, live music, outdoor entertainment,  
family activities, s’mores, fireworks on select nights 
and live music at Zip’s Pub. Cranapalooza also is held 
on certain holiday and vacation periods (including 
every night during Feb. 17-24). 

Feb. 24 and March 10: Cranapalooza  
with fireworks

March 9-11: Hannes Schneider Meister Cup 
Weekend. The weekend honors Austrian Hannes 
Schneider, the founding father of ski instruction who 
introduced skiing to millions around the globe. The 
event kicks off Friday night with a Tyrolean-themed 
dinner, EMS Twilight Skinning Tour and a torchlight 
parade. Saturday, the celebration continues with a 
dual giant slalom race, silent auction, vintage skiwear 
contest, après entertainment, prizes, music and more.

March 17: Season-pass holder party
March 24: Flannel Festival
March 31: Spring Splash

April 1: April Fool’s Day Ticket Special
For a complete listing, visit cranmore.com.

— BRION O’CONNOR

SKI WEEKEND Cranmore Mountain Resort
CRANMORE MOUNTAIN RESORT 1 Skimobile Road, 

North Conway, NH
cranmore.com

Phone: 603-356-5543
Vertical drop

1,200
Trails/glades
56

Skiable acres
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Lifts
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HAPPY 
HOUR

Daily 3-6 p.m.

Late-Night  
Menu

Every Night

Monday
MUG CLUB 
SPECIALS

Tuesday
KARAOKE

Wednesday

TRIVIA
Friday and 
Saturday

LIVE MUSIC

Sunday 10-2
BRUNCH

AWARD- 
WINNING  

CRAFT BEER  
AND CREATIVE 

PUB FARE

In North Conway
Serving lunch, dinner, 

late night and kid’s menu

1976 White Mountain Hwy
North Conway, N.H.

603-356-0590

Located in the 
Big Red Barn. 

Ample parking 
in rear lot.
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By Joan Wallen

One of the gems of Sunday 
River’s sprawling resort 
is the Jordan Hotel, sit-
ting slopeside at Jordan 
Bowl, the westernmost of 

the area’s eight peaks. The River’s pre-
mier lodging property, the hotel offers 
a range of accommodations with ski-in, 
ski-out capability and spectacular views 
of Sunday River’s western peaks and the 
Mahoosuc Range. 

Among the hotel’s numerous ameni-
ties are facilities for recreation and fitness, 
including a heated outdoor pool with two 
hot tubs, the Jordan Spa, a fitness room 
and health club, a steam room and a sauna. 
Valet and concierge services, three restau-
rants, a gift shop, a game room, laundry fa-
cilities and ski check are among the other 
amenities to make your stay as enjoyable 
and comfortable as possible.

With units ranging from a standard 
hotel room to a three-bedroom deluxe 
suite — all non-smoking — the Jordan 
is well-suited for a single or couple up 
to a party of eight. All units except the 
standard rooms have kitchen facilities 
for those times you prefer to eat in. Each 

unit is equipped with 37-inch flat-screen 
TVs, cable, DVD players, a “Boyne Bed 
and Signature Linen Package,” individu-
ally controlled heating and air condi-
tioning, daily housekeeping, hair dryer, 
coffee maker, complimentary coffee, iron 
and ironing board. 

The standard hotel room is a spacious 
415 square feet with two queen beds, or a 
queen and a sleep sofa, and can be con-
nected to an adjoining room or suite for 
larger groups. The two different types of 
studios are one room, and all have kitchen 
facilities allowing for cooking and dining 
in. The Studio Superior has either a queen 
bed or a queen Murphy bed. The Studio 
Deluxe has a queen Murphy bed and an 
additional sleep sofa. The one-bedroom 
units can accommodate four guests and 
have either one or two baths. Some of the 
studios and one bedrooms offer a deck, a 
particularly nice amenity in summertime. 

There are three configurations of the 
two-bedroom units, all featuring two 
baths, decks and accommodating six 
guests. All have two separate bedrooms 
with a living area and a kitchen. Each of 
the very spacious three-bedroom suites 
are unique. Ranging from about 1,500 to 
2,300 square feet, these largest units can 

sleep eight in three separate bedrooms 
plus a sleep sofa and have 2-3 baths, a 
living area, kitchen and deck. Some units 
also include a gas fireplace, a sauna and/
or a washer/dryer.

If your chosen room doesn’t have a 
kitchen, or you just don’t want to cook, 
the Jordan Hotel has several dining op-
tions to enjoy. It is said that breakfast 

is the most important meal of the day, 
and the Grand Ave offers hearty daily 
breakfast buffets to get you off to a good 
start. With a wide variety of dishes from 
fruit to pancakes to pastries, omelet and 
crepe stations and lots more, everyone 
gets to select their favorites to stoke up 
for a day on the hill. 

At lunch time, head to the Northern 
Lights Café for soups, salads, homemade 
sandwiches and hot and cold beverages. 
The café also serves breakfast. Just ski 
down to the hotel’s ski-in, ski-out en-
trance and you are there. Sliders Res-
taurant, located slopeside at the hotel, is 
an upscale pub with easy ski-in, ski-out 
access off the Lollapalooza trail. On nice 
days enjoy the adjacent large deck with 
its views of Jordan Bowl. Or dine indoors 
for lunch or dinner while sampling a 
creative menu and traditional favorites. 
Guests at the Jordan Hotel can purchase 
discounted dining cards for use at many 
of the resort’s restaurants, including the 
three at the hotel.

Darcy Lambert, director of commu-
nications for Sunday River, says, “The 
Jordan Hotel is an excellent place to 
stay if you are looking to escape the 
crowds and enjoy being surrounded by 
the slopes and nature. It’s location on the 
far end of Sunday River is away from the 
hustle and bustle of base area activities 
and lodges. The hotel’s surrounding ski 
terrain — the Jordan Bowl  — provides an 
absolutely breathtaking backdrop, with 
views of Mount Washington and the Ma-
hoosuc Mountains.”

The Jordan also has the capability to 
offer conference and meeting facilities 
catering to groups large and small. Meet-
ing rooms Birches I and II can hold 75 to 
150 people, depending on set-up style, 
and can be opened to one large room ac-
commodating twice that many. Juniper, 
Spruce and Balsam also can be used sep-
arately for 75 to 100 people or combined 
for 135 to 275 attendees. Combined with 
the varied room accommodations and the 
numerous outdoor activities, the Jordan 
makes an attractive venue for meetings 
and conferences any time of year.

feedback@skijournal.com

CHECK IN/CHECK OUT Jordan Hotel

Jordan Hotel
27 Grand Circle, Newry, Maine
Phone: 207-824-500
www.sundayriver.com/lodging/jordan-hotel
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Soak up Sunday River’s peak property
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FAMILY SKIING Presented by

By Joan Wallen

Long dubbed a ski-
er’s mountain and 
once boasting the 
logo “Burn your 
boots off,” Cannon 

Mountain has held a reputation 
for being a tough, cold moun-
tain for hardy, advanced ski-
ers. But the Cannon Mountain 
Snowsports School, along with 
an ideal and unique learning 
area, brings a different perspec-
tive, allowing skiers of all ages 
and abilities to learn and prac-
tice in a non-intimidating, relax-
ing environment and enjoy the 
very varied and special terrain 
this mountain has to offer. 

The school’s beginnings go 
back to 1949 as Franconia Ski 
School, headed by two well-
known ski figures, Swiss national 
team member Paul Valar and his 
wife, U.S. Olympian Paula Kahn 
Valar. Today, the Snowsports 

School at Cannon Mountain, 
under the direction of Irv Foun-
tain, has a staff of about 100 ski 
instructors and 20 snowboard 
instructors. Their certifica-
tions, through Professional Ski 
Instructors of America, range 
from national team members to 
Level 1-certified instructors to 
new trainees. All are trained to 
offer their students the most up-
to-date techniques suited to stu-
dents’ abilities and skill levels.

Cannon Mountain Snow-
sports School features a little 
mountain within a big moun-
tain — this is the unique Tucker-
brook Family Area for learning 
and family skiing, the headquar-
ters for the Snowsports School. 
With 14 trails and four lifts, it 
provides a wonderful teaching 
area for the school and a great 
practice area for kids, families 
and snowsports enthusiasts. 
While it is an integral part of the 
main mountain on the Peabody 

Slopes side, and easily accessed 
from the Peabody base area with 
its full-service lodge, it is situat-
ed off to one side with no access 
from above. That means no ad-
vanced skiers or would-be racers 
schussing by as you are making 
your slow, careful turns or learn-
ing a new maneuver. From wide-
open beginner slopes to easier 
intermediate trails and tree 
skiing, to a beginner freestyle 
park, the Tuckerbrook area is a 
fine location for both learning 
and practicing and a great way 
to get your ski or boarding legs 
under you before tackling the 
larger mountain. 

The Snowsports School is 
located along the Brookside 
beginner trail and has its own 
magic carpet lift for its pro-
grams. Beginners start out here 
and are introduced gently on 
the Brookside slope. The longer 
Tuckerbrook quad chair gives 
you access to the entire area, 

but still on gentle slopes to give 
newcomers an easy, non-threat-
ening introduction to turning 
and stopping. During busy 
times, the Tuckerbrook area 
also is served by the Brookside 
triple chair and a handle tow 
serving Huckerbrook, a gentle 
introduction to freestyle terrain.

Daily skiing or snowboard-
ing kids programs are offered 
by the Snowsports School for 
children ages 3 to 12. The 8- to 
12-year-old group, Mountain Ex-
plorers, and Cannon Kids, ages 
4-7, can choose morning, after-
noon or all-day classes that are 
grouped by both age and ability. 
The full-day program goes from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and in-
cludes an all-day, all-mountain 
ticket, lunch, snacks and equip-
ment storage. There are color-
coded ski racks to make sure ev-
eryone ends up with same gear 
they started with. Morning-only 
or afternoon-only classes also 

are available. For 3-year-olds, 
the Tykes program runs morn-
ings only, for an hour and a half.

For families visiting Cannon 
on a regular basis, the Junior 
Development Program, un-
der the coordination of Alysia 
Rourke, has approximately 34 
sessions running weekends, 
holidays and vacation weeks for 
children ages 3 to 15 for both 
skiing and snowboarding. In 
skiing, the goal of the youngest 
group, ages 3-4, is to provide an 
introduction to skiing so that by 
the end of the season they can 
ski the lower mountain confi-
dently. Starting at around age 5, 
children are grouped in classes 
suited to their age and ability, 
with concentration on different 
skills appropriate to their level. 
As the kids advance in age and 
skill, there are progressive class-
es moving from honing skills on 
green terrain to teaching con-
fidence on blue trails, learning 
linked parallel turns, and skiing 
some trails from the summit. 
Going on from there, the groups 
work toward more challenging 
terrain to gain confidence on 
black trails, practice short-radi-
us turns on bumpy terrain and 
in trees, as well as an introduc-
tion to gate training and recre-
ational racing. All groups are 
based on age and ability.

Snowboarders have three 
groups —  the beginners just 
starting out, the intermediates 
comfortable on blue square 
trails and those comfortable on 
the whole mountain and in any 
of Cannon’s terrain parks.

But what about Mom and 
Dad, or any other adults looking 
to ramp up their technique and 
enjoy the challenge of Cannon to 
the fullest? The adult programs 
are for them. Whether you have 
kids in a seasonal program and 
want to polish your skills while 
they do the same, or are child 
free and want to sharpen your 
technique, you can ski and learn 
in a comfortable environment 
with highly qualified instructors 
and skiers of similar abilities. 

The Women’s Ski Group 
runs every Saturday through 
March, with another group on 
Tuesday mornings. While the 
classes emphasize progression 
from one skill to the next from 
week to week, drop-ins also are 
welcomed. The intermediate 
group has two levels of instruc-

Continued on Page 32
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 Honing your skills with a 
Cannon instructor can help 

you get out on the mountain 
to enjoy one of 97 trails and 
glades. Cannon features the 
longest vertical drop in New 

Hampshire at 2,180 feet.
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FAMILY SKIING

February brings longer days, 
Presidents’ Week vacation 
and plenty of events to New 
England’s slopes and resorts. 
At Mount Sunapee on Feb. 11, 

kids 6-14 can rule the terrain park. Park 
Rangers will be on hand with instructions 
and tips to help you nail all the features in 
the park. Feb. 20, the Vertical Challenge 
comes to the mountain. This all-day fun 
family event features a dual slalom with 
prizes, giveaways and an après-ski awards 
party for all members of the family.

At Gunstock, take a break from skiing 
and riding. Each Friday night, ride the 
Tiger Chair, and using headlamps and 
snowshoes, traverse the ridge for wonder-
ful views on moonlit 
nights and a great but 
not too demanding 
hiking experience.

In Vermont, Sugar-
bush invites talented 
junior skiers 14 and 
under to compete in 
the sixth annual Ju-
nior Castlerock Ex-
treme. This is a highly 
technical and very 
challenging run down 
Castlerock’s Lift Line 
trail. Young skiers will 
be challenged and 
possibly qualify for 
the main Castlerock 
Extreme. Everyone 
can enjoy Thursdays 
at Mount Ellen with 
lift tickets just $30 and live après music at 
the Green Mountain Lodge.

Do you love telemark skiing, or want 
to learn? Bromley has the expertise to get 
you going. On Feb. 3-4, Bromley offers a 
beginner to advanced telemark clinic, cov-
ering everything from basic telemark ma-
neuvers to high-end free-heel techniques. 

Join the clinic for one day or both. On Feb. 
24-25 celebrate Telefest. The 33rd annual 
Kare Andersen Telemark Festival is open 
to the entire family, with clinics for all ages 
and ability levels. In addition, there will be 
a sanctioned race with both citizen and ex-
pert categories.

For racing of a different sort, head over 
to Sugarloaf, Maine, on Feb. 10 for the 

fourth annual Fat Tire Race & 
Festival at Sugarloaf Outdoor 
Center. Using a 5-mile loop, 
there will be a men’s and 
women’s long course (18-20 
miles) and short course (9-10 
miles).

Also in Maine, Shawnee 
Peak celebrates Presidents’ 
Week with a variety of events 
on and off the slopes, includ-
ing a fireworks spectacular, 
yoga to warm up your mus-
cles and stand-up comedy 
with Bob Marley. Family Fun 

Day on Feb. 20 features a costume contest 
for young and old, face painting, an on-
mountain scavenger hunt, obstacle race, 
snow volleyball, a tug of war and much 
more. Everyone in the family will have ac-
tivities to enjoy as well as fueling up at the 
BBQ and watching or participating in the 
pie-eating contest. — JOAN WALLEN

tion — a lower and higher level 
to suit students’ abilities and 
pace of learning. The goal is 
to have you skiing all the blue 
trails and some of the black dia-
monds by the end of the season. 
In addition to simply enjoying 
the sport, you will gain the skill 
and confidence to keep up with 
the rest of the family as they 
also progress. No more having 
the kids wait for you at the bot-
tom! The advanced skiers group 
is geared toward those already 
comfortable skiing the whole 
mountain. Skills worked on will 
include moguls, tree skiing and 
hopefully some powder skiing. 

Although the Men’s Ski 
Group is based around the time 
their kids are in their seasonal 
programs, all men, with or with-
out kids, are encouraged to join. 
For intermediate and advanced 
skiers only, this group is aimed 
at instilling confidence on all ter-
rain at Cannon. Mogul, tree, pow-
der, crud and spring skiing are all 
part of the curriculum, so by the 
end of the season you’ll never be 
left behind, skiing everything the 
young hotshots can handle. Like 
the women’s program, this is sea-
son long, progressing from week 
to week. But if you can’t commit 
to the full season, drop-ins are al-
ways welcome here, too.

The Snowsports School also 
has partnered with Adaptive 
Sports Partners of the North 
Country to offer instruction in 
skiing and riding to those with 
physical or developmental dis-
abilities ages 5 and up. The 
package includes equipment 
rental, adaptive equipment, lift 
ticket and trained volunteer in-
structors and is available Tues-
day through Sunday. Reserva-
tions are required.

No matter your age or ability, 
from a first-timer to an accom-
plished skier or snowboarder, 
the Cannon Snowsports School, 
with highly trained and qualified 
instructors and an exceptional 
learning area, can give you the 
techniques you need, or polish 
your skills to let you get the maxi-
mum enjoyment out of skiing 
or riding all of this iconic New 
Hampshire mountain or any oth-
er resort you may visit.
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FEBRUARY 
IS PRIME 
TIME FOR 
FAMILIES 
ON SLOPES

 Mount Sunapee 
hosts the Vertical 

Challenge on Feb. 20 
and has a ton of other 

activities all month 
for families, groups 

and individuals.

 Night lights at Gunstock
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By Matt Boxler

In an era where bigger is believed 
to be better, where the latest 
is considered the greatest and 
where commercialism is king, a 
classic ski town tucked into the 

heart of the Green Mountains dares to 
do things a little different. There’s some-
thing about the Mad River Valley that 
flows counter to the “pamper me with 
more, now” mainstream, much the way 
its namesake river flows uniquely north. 
Here, in the historic towns of Warren 
and Waitsfield, the mountain terrain is 
legendary yet the lifestyle remains pur-
posefully more relaxed.

The valley’s two ski destinations — 
Sugarbush and Mad River Glen — are 
just a few miles apart, yet they hard-
ly consider themselves competitors. 
They’re more like sisters — one a “resort” 
and one an “area,” who always have lived 
next to one another and who always have 
insisted on forging their own identities. 
Accept them for who they are.

Together, they offer some of the most 
challenging terrain in all of New Eng-
land, yet they often take a back seat to 
their notable neighbors situated along 
Vermont Route 100: Killington (“The 

Beast”) to the south and Stowe (Vail 
Resorts) to the north. As such, the Mad 
River Valley often is overlooked by those 
skiers chasing a perception, when, in 
fact, the Holy Grail might be closer than 
they think. Be warned. If one day you de-
cide to take Exit 5 off I-89 and twist your 

car to the top of the Roxbury-Warren 
mountain road known as “the Gap,” when 
the Mad River Valley suddenly opens up 
below, you might soon discover that you 
never want to leave the place.

This is the precise way, the “right” 
way that so many skiers not only envi-

sion their sport, but also choose to par-
ticipate in it. It’s where kids who barely 
come up to your waist will launch them-
selves with confidence off mandatory 
drops, then literally fly en masse down 
the mountain, adeptly navigating vari-
able snow conditions and hungrily mak-
ing turns through tight old forest trees. 
Try to keep up. You might never see 
those kids again, until maybe at dinner, 
when their posse and yours unites again 
somewhere in the valley for dinner, per-
haps at American Flatbread — the locally 
owned, locally grown restaurant featur-
ing wood-fired pizzas.

It’s a place where you’re far more 
likely to share a chair with legendary ex-
treme skier John Egan than you are with 
a decked-out New Yorker complaining 
about the lack of grooming. Egan holds 
the secret to tapping into the soul of 
skiing, and he’s shared it with virtually 

SKITOWN
Warren/Waitsfield, Vt.

 Majestic Mount Ellen at Sugarbush Resort, 
with Bragg Farm in the foreground. Insets, 

Waitsfield and Warren village scenes.
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everyone in the valley open to discover-
ing it. You can tell by the way most skiers 
handle themselves on this terrain. “Be 
better here,” Sugarbush challenges.

“Ski It If You Can,” Mad River Glen 
counters. Take it as a challenge of your 
skiing ability or an invitation to not pass 
up the opportunity. Spend some alone 
time on MRG’s historic single chair (one 
of only two still operating in the coun-
try) or sit for a while among friends and 
soon-to-be-friends in General Stark’s 
Pub in the area’s vintage “basebox” and 
you might find your own answers.  

Founded in 1947, MRG today is coop-
eratively owned (since 1995) by share-
holders who collectively manage the 
area. Not much has changed since the 
early days, when the now iconic single 
chair was installed on General Stark 
Mountain, and trails like Catamount, 
Chute, Fall Line, Porcupine and Grand 
Canyon were cut, giving skiers 2,000 
feet of thrilling classic Vermont drop. 
You will not find all of the favorite pow-
der stashes on the map. But put in your 
time and this too might open up to you.

The ski area was uniquely among 
the first anywhere to embrace the new 
snowboarding movement in the 1980s, 
but issues with flat runouts and dis-
embarking from the single chair have 
since led to snowboards being banned. 
It is a haven for traditional alpine ski-
ers and free-heeling telemarkers alike, 
the back and forth between both classic 
skiing communities healthy and produc-
tive. Both possess the ability to enjoy all 
the terrain has to offer — powder, moguls, 
ice, corn, rocks and everything in be-
tween. It beckons those who appreciate 
that the mountain takes center stage and 
everything else takes a step back. You 
will not find spacious lodges, slopeside 
condominiums, base hotels, bubble six-
packs. Hell, you won’t even find a paved 
parking lot. But what you will find at Mad 
River Glen is excellence stripped down.  

Not all of the valley clings to simplic-
ity like MRG, however. Nearby Sugar-
bush Resort is one of the largest in New 
England, encompassing some 4,000 
acres and 16 lifts with a vertical drop of 
2,600 feet. Opened in 1958, Sugarbush 
features two mountain areas separated 
by Slide Brook Basin. During owner-
ship by the American Skiing Company 

in the mid-1990s, Mount Ellen (Sugar-
bush North) and the main part of Sug-
arbush, Lincoln Peak, were connected by 
the Slide Brook Express, a two-way quad 
chairlift that when it was installed was 
the world’s fastest. It is still the world’s 
longest detachable chairlift.

Lincoln Peak is where most of the re-
sort real estate is located, including two 

new base lodges (Gate House and Farm 
House), as well as the Claybrook luxu-
ry condominiums and hotel, and Rice 
Brook residences. Those projects com-
pleted between 2010 and 2013 are part of 
the vision of current ownership, Summit 
Ventures, a group led by majority owner 

Make this your 
new home.

View current listings at LoonRealEstate.com
Serving the the Loon area for over 49 years.

Lincoln, New Hampshire

New England Ski Journal profiles 
the snowsports history and passion  

of ski towns around New England.
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Continued on Page 36

♦

Location
The towns of Warren (1789) 

and Waitsfield (1782) are 
located in the Green Mountains in 

Washington County, about a three-
hour drive from Boston. Each are 

populated by about 1,700 people, and 
while Warren encompasses 40 square 
miles, Waitsfield, at 27 square-miles, 

serves as the primary business center for 
the valley.

Covered bridges 
The Mad River Valley features three 19th century, 
one-lane covered bridges. Warren Covered Bridge 
(1880) crosses the Mad River in Warren; the Great Eddy 
(1833), one of the oldest bridges in the state, crosses 
the Mad River on Bridge Street in Waitsfield; and 

the Pine Brook Bridge (1855), also called the Wilder 
Covered Bridge, crosses Pine Brook in Waitsfield.

GMVS notable alumni
Green Mountain Valley School has produced nearly 30 
Olympians since its founding in 1973, including Doug 
Lewis (1984 and 1988), A.J. Kitt (1988, 1992, 1994 and 
1998) and Daron Rahlves (1998, 2002, 2006, 2010).

The Potters
Waitsfield native Grace Potter is the singer, songwriter, 
instrumentalist who formed Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals in 2002 and appeared in an episode of “One 
Tree Hill,” performing her original song “Apologies.” 
She attended Fayston Elementary and Harwood Union 
High School in nearby Moretown. Her parents, Richard 
(Sparky) and Margaret (Peggy), are artists who still 
reside in Waitsfield.
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SKI TOWN Warren/Waitsfield, Vt.

Win Smith, who serves as president.
Like its smaller sister up the road, 

Sugarbush offers some of the most chal-
lenging skiing in all New England along 
Gadd Peak, Castlerock Peak and North 
Lynx Peak. Castlerock Peak, accessed 
by an intentionally slow-moving fixed-
grip double chair, is known for its steep, 
narrow, winding runs. Even when the lift 
isn’t running, Sugarbush skiers young 
and old will hike the ridge 20 minutes 
from the Heaven’s Gate chair along the 
Long Trail to access Castlerock’s natural 
snow terrain.

Mount Ellen is the home training 
site for Green Mountain Valley School, 
which was founded by locals in 1973 and 
has long since developed its own cur-
riculum to become a full-time school. 
Now an elite academy that has produced 
nearly 30 Olympians, its focus is devel-
oping alpine, nordic and biathlon racers.

Mount Ellen adds a decidedly more 
casual feel to the resort with its old-
school base lodge and absence of de-
velopment, but it is another serious op-
tion for the hard-core skier. The Summit 
Chair tops out as Vermont’s highest at 
4,083 feet, and steep runs like Black Dia-
mond and FIS, bump runs like Extermi-

nator, and woods runs marked and oth-
erwise challenge the best. 

Defined by the Mad River along the 
valley floor, this ski town is also defined 

from above by both the Long Trail and 
the Catamount Trail. Both provide back-
country skiers, hikers and backpackers 
with the opportunity to summit three of 
Vermont’s 4,000-foot peaks.

Some more leisurely things to discov-
er in the valley include:

Mad River Distillers | This craft dis-
tillery, founded in 2011, is situated on the 
150-year-old Cold Spring Farm in Waits-
field at the intersection of routes 100 and 
17. Mad River Distillers produced its first 
spirit — Mad River First Run Rum — in 
2013. Since then, more than a half-dozen 

different award-winning craft spirits 
have been distilled there, including Mad 
River Malvados and its flagship, “Wick-
ed Vermont Apple Brandy.”

Lawson’s Finest Liquids | After 20 
years of home brewing beer, Warren resi-
dent Sean Lawson’s specialty maple beers 
and IPA’s have garnered awards at the 
World Beer Cup, Great American Beer 
Festival and at two IPA national cham-
pionships. Today, two of its favorites, Sip 
of Sunshine IPA and Super Session, are 
brewed at an alternating proprietorship 
at Two Roads Brewing in Stratford, Conn.

The Big Picture | Founded in 2006, 
The Big Picture has become a vibrant 
café, first-run and art-house theater, con-
cert and live event venue. It is a hub for 
the valley’s cultural, social and commu-
nity events and programming.

Ole’s Cross Country Center | On 
Airport Road, Ole’s features easy ski-
ing right out the door on 30 miles of ski 
trails, half of which are in open fields and 
half in the forest. 

Blueberry Lake Cross Country & 
Snowshoeing Center | In East Warren, 
the center features 11 trails (35 km) for 
classic skiing, skating or snowshoeing, 
easy to expert.
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 Sugarbush Resort

 Mad River Glen

www.mountsunapee.com

Buy Online in Advance to Save!

W E  A R E  S U N A P E E .

DIGITAL BONUS 
SUGARBUSH GALLERY



An unmistakably authentic atmosphere. A  genuine Vermont country setting. Come discover Sugarbush Living.

Slopeside Living  •  Vermont Style

Two-, three-, and four-bedroom slopeside homes now available.

Sugarbush Resort Real Estate
Warren, VT  |  800.806.1070  |   SugarbushLiving.com 

2018-01-19-NESJ-SUG-fullpage.indd   1 1/17/18   4:15 PM



PEAK PANORAMA
 Sugarbush Resort is a gem of the Mad River  
Valley and a winter playground for snowsports  
lovers of all ages, abilities and mind-sets.

John Atkinson/Sugarbush Resort





SUNSHINE AND CORDUROY
 Just another postcard day at Sugarbush Resort ...

John Atkinson/Sugarbush Resort







BUMP HEAVEN
 Sugarbush Resort offers terrain for all abilities  

but is famous for its steep and challenging.

Eugene Krylov/Sugarbush Resort



MAJESTY OF MOUNT ELLEN
 If it looks like another world ... it is. Sugarbush.

Hans von Briesen/Sugarbush Resort





STEEP PERFECTION
 Sugarbush and nearby Mad River Glen  
offer some of the top terrain in the East.

Hans von Briesen/Sugarbush Resort





FINE FORM
 A skier savors a stash of great snow  
and grade-A terrain at Sugarbush.

Hans von Briesen/Sugarbush Resort







SUGARBUSH AIR FORCE
 A skier gains some serious style  

points on a Sugarbush descent.

John Atkinson/Sugarbush Resort



CORRIDOR OF SOLITUDE
 Opportunities like these at Sugarbush? Priceless.

John Atkinson/Sugarbush Resort
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By Brion O’Connor

Woody Allen, in his 
Oscar-winning film 
“Annie Hall,” memo-
rably told Diane Ke-
aton: “Relationships 

are like a shark. They have to keep mov-
ing forward, or they die.” Likewise, life is 
a continuum, a series of events that ei-
ther keep us engaged or frustrate us. 

Skiing and snowboarding can be 
seen in the same light. Even though I’m 
no longer the skier I once was — yes, Fa-
ther Time catches up to all of us — I still 
enjoy the challenge of pushing myself, 
to see what my body and my surgically 
repaired hips and back can do as I carve 
my way into my sixth decade. Each day 
out is another test, and as a favorite col-
lege professor once told me, “Another 
chance to excel.”

Peter “Webbie” Weber, the snowsports 
director at Waterville Valley Ski Resort 
for the past 17 years and an instructor for 
34 years, said he knows how I feel.

“Because I’ve been at this for so long, 
and have been a teacher and lifelong 
learner myself, the best piece of advice 
is always the last one I’ve just received,” 
said Weber. “It’s rare that I don’t hear 
something or pick something up, almost 
on a daily basis, that sparks my inner 
learner and teacher and makes me feel 
like I’ve never skied better.”

The concept of “lifelong learning” is 

a natural fit for skiers and snowboarders. 
So we went back to our panel of instruc-
tors from last month’s Tackle the Terrain 
column on “Getting started the right 
way.” Not surprising, everyone on our es-
teemed panel agreed that instruction is 
key to a seamless transition from begin-
ner to intermediate terrain.

“Take a lesson with a PSIA/AASI-cer-
tified professional,” said Robin Calitri, 
head alpine trainer at Gunstock Moun-
tain Resort who has been teaching the 
finer points of skiing for 54 years. “Learn 
to make smooth, round turns on nov-
ice terrain. Learn to control your speed 
through shaping the turn.”

Similarly, John “Johnny Mac” Mac-
donald of King Pine Ski Area said, 
“Don’t stop periodically taking ski les-
sons. Your instructor will have you com-
fortably skiing the blues and looking for 
more terrain challenges.

“Too many skiers stop refining their 
skills with professional guidance, and 
it’s too bad,” said Macdonald. “Most ski-
ers out there are capable of skiing ter-
rain and conditions that they currently 
avoid, and enjoying it.” 

The reason why many skiers and 

snowboarders hit a plateau in their de-
velopment is that they feel like they’ve 
maxed out on the benefit of lessons, even 
when there’s still room for improvement 
(fortunately, unlike Allen’s shark, such 
dead spots are rarely fatal). Snowboard-
er David Binford, assistant director at 
Ragged Mountain’s Snow Sports School, 
said the first thing he tells anyone going 
to the top of the mountain, whether it’s 
a green, blue or black trail, is “that their 
measure of success has nothing to do 
with the trail.”

“The success is about enjoying the 
sport, taking steps each time they’re out 
to improve on the techniques that were 
given to them in their initial lessons,” 
said Binford. “It does no good to get to 
the top of an intermediate trail and for-
get everything that was taught on a be-
ginner trail, then fall back to using bad 
technique to get down the trail, such 
as constantly staying on your heel-side 
edge.

“Of course, we all want to get to the 
top, experience new trails, but if we wipe 
out everything learned previously, we’ve 
actually only done ourselves harm,” he 
said. “Work to get the techniques down, 
then gradually make the move up the 
mountain in order to challenge yourself 
and hone the skills you’ve mastered on 
the beginner trails.”

Keep in mind, however, that the ter-
rain is different when you’re moving up 
from green circle, or beginner, trails to 

blue square, or intermediate, runs.
“The first thing our skiers moving 

to intermediate terrain quickly realize 
is that it is in fact steeper,” said Jean-
nie Masters, a PSIA Level 3-certified in-
structor at Pats Peak and Waterville Val-
ley. “And, because it is steeper, they will 
accelerate quickly if they don’t complete 
their turns. 

“Our skiers moving to intermediate 
terrain might react to speed increases by 
bringing upper-body movements into a 
turn, quickly pivoting their skis, throw-
ing them sideways, and leaning up the 
hill,” Masters said. “This feels safer to the 
skier, enabling them to move away from 
committing to go down the hill. But, this 
does in fact have the opposite effect on 
safety. 

“I always remind my students that if 
they continue to use their legs to turn 
their skis, and focus on a nice round turn 
shape, they can ensure a progressive, in-
control descent, and the skier stays in 
control. I will often lead my students on 
this path, to give them a sense of what 
this feels like, until they can repeat it 
consistently on their own.”

Weber agreed, stating: “Once some-
one understands that making turns is 
not only the way to maneuver around the 
hill, but is the way to control your speed, 
you are on your way to intermediate land 
and beyond.”

That makes perfect sense, given that 
fear, or at least nervousness, is a major 

TACKLE THE TERRAIN Graduating to intermediate terrain

AVOID THE LEARNING PLATEAU
n Master turn shape for 

control, then seek out fun 
and versatility on the hill

 Robin Calitri, head alpine trainer at Gunstock Mountain Resort, 
stresses learning to control your speed through shaping the 

turn. There’s no better place to practice than on the Gunstock’s 
55 trails, boasting grade-A views of Lake Winnipesaukee.
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limiting factor for beginners trying to 
reach the next level. Being able to man-
age your speed, and stop when you want, 
helps erase, or at least minimize, those 
doubts. Just don’t expect those changes 
to happen immediately. Be patient. If 
you make the commitment, the improve-
ments will come. But they may come 
gradually. Remember, little victories are 
still victories.

“Start small, use the whole hill, work 
your way across the terrain,” said Sean 
Norton, director of Dartmouth Skiway’s 
snowsports school.

In the same vein, Rob Bevier, director 
of Snowsports at Loon Mountain, recom-
mends that fledgling intermediate skiers 
experiment to determine what feels best.

“Change your timing of movements, 
the intensity of those movements and 
the duration of moves on all types of 
snow conditions and see what works best 
for your desired outcome,” said Bevier.

It’s also wise to remember that ven-
turing into intermediate trails means 
more obstacles, including those that go 
beyond the contours of the terrain. Ex-
pect the trails to be more crowded trails, 
with a wider variety of skiers and snow-
boarders (some of whom, we need to 
point out, won’t always behave with oth-
ers in mind).  

“Be aware of your surroundings on 
the mountain while staying in balance 
and completing round turn shapes to 
control your speed as you begin to ex-
plore new areas,” said Karen Dolan, di-
rector of Cranmore Mountain Resort’s 
Snowsports School. “Ski the mountain 
as you own it, and have fun.”

Ah yes, fun, the most important ingre-
dient of them all. And it plays a crucial 
role in our final piece of advice. Macdon-
ald encourages improving skiers and 
snowboarders to mix it up, and embrace 
the adage that “variety is the spice of 
life.”

“Pursue versatility,” said Macdonald. 

“Learn to ski bumps, the woods, the race 
course, the ice, the powder, steeps, flats, 
corduroy, death cookies, all of it. Most 
skiers have the capability, and skiing 
gets more fun every time you ‘figure out’ 
the next challenge.”

feedback@skijournal.com
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 The Loon Mountain 
Ski and Snowboard 
School offers group 

and customized private 
lessons to help you 

advance to intermediate 
and expert terrain at the 

New Hampshire resort, 
which features a  

2,100-foot vertical.

kingpine.com 603-367-8896 
1251 Eaton Road, East Madison, NH 03836

MORE FUN,
MORE AFFORDABLE
 BEST SKI-IN AND SKI-OUT RESORT - BEST OF NH 2017 | NEW HAMPSHIRE MAGAZINE

Discover Your New Winter Tradition. Ski & Stay Packages Include:
• Accommodations, Breakfast And Lif t Ticket Per Night For All Guests 

On Reservation. King Pine Lif t Tickets Include Access To Skiing,  
Snowboarding, XC Skiing, Snowshoeing and Ice Skating

• Complimentary Use of Purity Spring Resort Indoor Pool, Hot Tub & 
Fitness Room. Resort Shuttle Bus - Weekends and Holidays Only

• Non-Holiday Midweek (Sunday-Thursday nights) Stays Also Include 
Complimentary Snowtubing (Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday evenings) 
and Night Skiing (Tuesday)

• Ask About Our “Weekend Extender” Special, Add A Thursday Or 
Sunday Night Stay To Your Weekend Reservation And Receive 50% 
Off That Additional Room Night

Book Online At bit.ly/NESJSkiStay Or Call (603) 367-8896
All winter activities are available as weather conditions permit. Complimentary Snowtubing/Night Skiing not 
valid during Holiday periods.
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By Brion O’Connor

So here we are, a month into 
the new year. How many of 
us already have seen those 
lofty resolutions go by the 
wayside? I can’t speak for 

everyone, but I have a difficult time with 
New Year’s resolutions simply because 
they’re made during one of the most 
inhospitable months of the year (yes, 
I know that sounds sacrilege to the ski 
crowd, but let’s be honest).

January features a scarcity of sun-
light and often bitter-cold temperatures 
(think about the cold snap we endured 
during the holidays). There’s also the 
added stress of holidays, which can leave 
you a little frazzled. For those reasons, I 
typically think of “New Year’s resolu-
tions” as something of an oxymoron. 
Of course, that just might be my cynical 
journalistic nature.

Whitney Ladd Otto, a leadership de-
velopment consultant with Valor Per-
formance near Boston, is more of an 
optimist. Otto believes resolutions are a 
great way to see winter in a positive light.

“The dark of winter is when we most 
need the hope that resolutions signify,” 
said Otto. “January 1 offers us the clean 
slate of a pending new year and the collec-
tive energy of people around us working 
towards change. This time of year can sig-
nal to us that it’s time to plan our own re-
newal into new habits and new patterns.”

Skiing or snowboarding can play a 
major role in that rejuvenation. Whether 
it’s finding a new level of skill or even a 
different skill (“I’m finally going to try 
backcountry skiing.”), or exploring a new 
resort or region, skiing is an excellent 
vehicle to stretch our personal boundar-
ies, to find our real potential. That’s one 
of the reasons skiing and snowboarding 
are such great “lifetime” sports.

So how do we adhere to our skiing 
and snowboarding resolutions? The first 
thing, says Dr. Adam Naylor, a sport psy-
chology consultant with Telos SPC, is 
to understand the difference between 
a lighthearted resolution and a serious 
commitment to change.

“Making a New Year’s resolution is 
not the same as reflective and effective 
goal-setting,” Naylor said. “Oftentimes, 

it’s at best little more than well-inten-
tioned fantasizing.”

Psychologist and author Jack Korn-
field, who trained as a Buddhist monk, 
recommends that people consider set-
ting “long-term intentions” instead of 
New Year’s “resolutions.”

“Setting a long-term intention is like 
setting the compass of our heart,” wrote 
Kornfield in his book “The Wise Heart.” 
“No matter how rough the storms, how 
difficult the terrain, even if we have to 
backtrack around obstacles, our direc-
tion is clear. 

“At times our dedications are prac-
tical: to learn to play the piano well, to 
build a thriving business, to plant and 
grow a beautiful garden,” he wrote. 
“But there are overarching dedications 
as well. We might dedicate our life to 
prayer, commit ourselves to unwavering 

truthfulness or to work for world peace. 
These overarching dedications set the 
compass of our life, regardless of the 
outer conditions. They give us direction 
and meaning”

Now, I’m not suggesting anything 
quite as “deep” or all-encompassing as 
Kornfield is talking about. Skiing and 
snowboarding, after all, are pastimes, 
not life goals (for most of us, anyway). 
But Kornfield’s comments speak to the 
idea that a successful resolution requires 
commitment. 

If you’re serious about taking your 
skiing or boarding to another level, 
then you’ve got to work. Hard. Sports 
as physically demanding as skiing or 
snowboarding means that any resolu-
tion will require both an on-slope and an 
off-slope component, since better fitness 
will invariably translate to better results 

on the slopes.
Successful resolutions, said Naylor, 

typically have the following four traits, 
all of which apply to skiing and snow-
boarding:

n Reflective preparation. Improving 
your skiing or snowboarding is all about 
getting your reps. If you’re getting out to 
the slopes on a regular basis, you can vi-
sualize loftier goals. If not, dial back your 
expectations. 

n Choose enjoyable activities. This is 
perhaps the single best reason for tailor-
ing your resolutions around skiing and 
snowboarding. Simply put, they’re fun. 
“There are so many ways to improve fit-
ness — exercise classes, running, athletic 
events, strength training, and more,” 
said Naylor. “Engage in something ap-
pealing.”

n Anticipate having your commit-

THE SKI LIFE New Year’s resolutions

REVISITING SKI SEASON RESOLUTIONS
n Up your skill level, find  
a new activity or explore  
a new region or resort  
this winter as you feed off  
the energy of the mountains
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ment tested. Most worthwhile goals 
aren’t easy to achieve, so expect to con-
front obstacles along the way. Perhaps 
Mother Nature doesn’t cooperate with 
enough natural snow to make tree ski-
ing/snowboarding an option, or a nag-
ging injury prevents you from tackling 
that scary steep expert trail. Remember, 
those obstacles are temporary. 

n Make it social. After “fun,” this is 
probably the next best reason for ski-re-
lated resolutions. The social aspect of ski-
ing and snowboarding is one of the great-
est attractions of winter sports. “Whether 
it’s the infectious positive energy of oth-
ers or the workout buddy that holds you 
accountable, don’t discount the ‘power of 
the pack,’ “ said Naylor. “The more we can 
engage positive emotions and social con-
nections around exercise, the more we 
thrive and the better we commit.”

Naylor’s last point, said Otto, is par-
ticularly fitting.

“Accountability is powerful. Share 
your goal commitments with others,” 
she said. “By making your goals pub-
lic, you are reducing the likelihood you 
duck your own plans.”

Otto also recommended that skiers 
and snowboarders be specific when stat-
ing their fitness goals, and how those 
goals apply to their on-hill performance.

“It’s not unusual for people to make 
general resolutions, like ‘Live life to the 
fullest,’ or ‘Get in shape,’” she said. “If 
you want to ‘Get fit,’ decide what that 
means in terms of your behaviors. 

“Whatever your goal is, make sure 
you identify the ‘what, when and how’ 
of the actual behaviors it will require to 
achieve,” said Otto.

Being specific should come naturally 
to skiers and boarders. Both activities 
require constant assessment and reas-
sessment of what our abilities will allow 
(without us getting hurt). Take the time 
to think about the previous season, or 
even just your last outing, identifying 
those moments when you felt limited by 
your fitness level, skill-set or the terrain.

Finally, Otto tells her clients to expect 
to falter occasionally. The key is to avoid 
the temptation to interpret those mis-
steps to mean their resolution is a failure. 
This should be second nature for skiers, 
since the sport teaches us that “It’s not 
important whether or not you fall. The 
important thing is to get back up.” That 
maxim holds true whether you’re plan-
ning to hit the slopes or hit the gym.

“Life is busy and unpredictable, and 
nothing will go perfectly,” Otto said. 
“Have a plan for what to do if you stum-
ble. If you have a work project and don’t 
get to the gym, walk the stairs at work 
for 20 minutes, schedule an extra work-
out with a friend for the weekend, or do 
a fitness video in your home.”

Both Naylor and Otto also emphasize 
that anyone committing to a New Year’s 
resolution needs to maintain perspective.

“Show it a bit of self-compassion,” 
said Naylor. “Sticking with a resolution 
is tough.”

Occasional stumbles, said Naylor, 
“are growth spots, not fatal flaws.” If you 
find yourself at the lip of a nasty pitch 
and it doesn’t feel right that day, don’t 
hesitate to take a rain check, and plan to 
come back to it another time. 

So be firm in your convictions, but 
forgiving if they go sideways. Those mo-
ments shouldn’t derail your resolutions. 
Keep moving forward, and get back on 
the slopes.

feedback@skijournal.com

SEVENBIRCHES.COM • 603.745.7550
RiverWalk Resort at Loon Mountain

22 South Mountain Drive, Lincoln, NH 03251

REVISITING SKI SEASON RESOLUTIONS
 Resolve to explore Okemo Mountain Resort 

this winter. The resort features 121 alpine 
trails across 667 skiable acres, as well as an 
extensive nordic center, mountain coaster, 

snow tubing, snowcat excursions and the 
Ice House rink. More at okemo.com.



MISS AN EPISODE? WATCH THEM ALL HERE

u

Season 3, Episode 1: Waterville Valley Resort

TV SHOW

u

Season 3, Episode 2: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 6: Sunday River

Season 3, Episode 5: Attitash/Wildcat

u

Season 3, Episode 3: Wachusett Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 4: Loon Mountain Resort

u

https://vimeo.com/200021277
https://vimeo.com/203156705
https://vimeo.com/218836845
https://vimeo.com/218834784
https://vimeo.com/203157135
https://vimeo.com/205259641


Season 2, Episode 1: Killington and Chile

u

u

Season 2, Episode 3: Ragged Mountain

Season 1, Episode 4: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 2, Episode 4: Waterville Valley Resort

u

u

Season 2, Episode 2: Loon and Cannon

u

Season 1, Episode 3: Waterville Valley Resort

Season 1, Episode 2: Smugglers’ Notch Resort

u

Season 1, Episode 1: Boston Ski Expo

u

https://vimeo.com/151030366
https://vimeo.com/153980153
https://vimeo.com/141583861
https://vimeo.com/153980212
https://vimeo.com/151035996
https://vimeo.com/141699395
https://vimeo.com/141582624
https://vimeo.com/141582119
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TONY CHAMBERLAIN’S LAST RUN

By Tony Chamberlain

An old friend of mine who 
now spends winters in 
Florida used to ski with 
me quite a lot. In fact, our 
families spent many win-

ter vacations and weekends in the New 
England countryside. 

When he turned into a snowbird and 
headed south for half the year, I asked 
him, “What about skiing?” Would he go 
up to the Rockies (as many Florida ski-
ers do) for a winter vacation? Wouldn’t 
he miss the regular skiing weekends that 
seemed to tie our winters together in a 
way that made me, anyways, dread the 
melting season, the appearance of green 
soft patches on the slopes?

He said, “No, I think of skiing as 
just an activity that gets Northerners 
through winter.”

Oh, the heresy! The outrage! And all 
these years I thought this guy was, like 
me, a lifelong ski nut.

One winter when I was in New Zea-
land about my publisher’s business, I 
did get to the mountains of the South 
Island, where skiing was rip roaring in 
the middle of July. It occurred to me that 
ski racing teams were somehow living 
charmed lives because they got winter-
time and skiing year round —  just like 
that surfing movie “Endless Summer.”

For the past few decades, the ski in-
dustry has not been competing with 

itself — ski resorts strategizing to steal 
market share from one another. A grow-
ing interest in sunshine vacations —
beaches and boats — has become the de-
veloping rival for vacation dollars from 
Northerners. 

In response, resort owners are coun-
tering with all kinds of recreation to fill 
the void when the skiing becomes mar-
ginal. Having paid dearly for all that 
resort time, skiers feel justly deprived 
when they can’t do the only thing they 
can’t do at home, or in Costa Rica, or on 
a Carnival ship.

Check out Jay Peak’s mega indoor 
waterpark, the Pump House, complete 
with a surfing wave and a four-story 
vertical drop into a pool. There’s also a 
waterpark at Great Wolf Resort in Fitch-
burg, Mass., near Wachusett.

Then there’s the recreating of The 
Balsams in Dixville Notch, N.H., where 
Les Otten and his company are erecting 
a whole world of non-skiing goodies, in-
cluding a several-day course in gourmet 
cooking. “No one’s going to go skiing the 
way our parents did,” says Otten. “We 
have to rethink the whole experience that 
a new generation is looking for.”

All of this is a very worthy attempt to 
fight for an industry that has made de-
cades of remarkable advances in snow-
making, grooming, uphill transportation 
and even comfortable ski boots, all to 
move the needle on the pain/joy meter 
in favor of the consumer. 

But there’s something else coming, 
called, in commercial title, Neveplast 
NP30. The first area in the country to 
use Neveplast is Buck Hill in Minnesota. 
At Buck, when the snow melts and the 
slopes turn green, you keep right on ski-
ing, all summer into fall, until the snow 
falls again.

Buck Hill is a small ski area — 306-
foot vertical — close to an urban popu-
lation (Minneapolis). It has given the 
world skiers such as Lindsey Vonn and 
six-time World Cup race winner Kris-
tina Koznick. Now, Buck Hill skiers are 
schussing in summertime on its new 
green surface that looks and feels like a 
modern artificial football field.

Like many synthetics, Neveplast is 
derived from other products — in this 
case, ground-up traffic cones. The sur-
face consists of bristles that the ski or 
board edge can bite in, giving a consis-
tency that feels like packed powder, say 
many of those who have tried it. I have 
not skied on it, but have seen it and 
heard from some who have, and the re-
views are pretty positive. 

A video shows skiers descending a 
slalom course, and snowboarders going 
through a series of terrain park features 
looking pretty much like they always do 
and making the same range of moves.

Buck Hill race director David Solner 
hopes this allows his racers to expand 
their season from four months to the 
whole year in order to compete with 

the big areas in the Rockies where ski-
ing has a much longer season. Even 
though Neveplast allows skiing in warm 
weather, forget the shorts and Hawaiian 
shirt — a fall on the stuff feels like falling 
on hard-packed snow, says Solner. And 
when it snows? Just ski on the snow in-
stead, with the same equipment.

Could this be a game-changer for 
the New England ski scene, especially if 
global warming will, as some predict, be-
gin to ravage the sport later this century? 
Aren’t there already ziplines and alpine 
slides that let you zoom down moun-
tains in summer? There are all kinds of 
ways to descend vert as fast as you dare 
in the offseason, just not on snow.

The joy of skiing is not only sliding 
downhill but also mastering the athletic 
form it takes to make a carved turn. And 
so far, the Neveplast experience looks to 
be about the same set of body motions 
as on snow.

There is the question of winter am-
biance that always makes skiing look 
somehow like glittering magical stuff 
on postcard settings and heavy doses 
of nostalgia. But to save the sport in the 
future, or even expand it to places out-
side the Snowbelt, maybe this artificial 
surface — or whatever it might become 
say 50 years from now — might make it 
worth our while to watch what happens 
at this historic little Minnesota hill.
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Historic Buck Hill takes 
the Neveplast plunge for 
four-season viability. 
Will New England follow?

OFFERS HOPEGOING ‘GREEN’

 A skier descends 
Buck Hill in 

Minnesota on 
the Neveplast 

artificial surface.



1-800-78 OKEMO (1-800-786-5366)   LUDLOW  VERMONT   okemo.com    #itsokemotime

A family operated resort since 1982, Okemo stands apart from other resorts  
with a feeling of belonging to the mountain ... to a very special place.

With top-rated snowmaking, two orange bubble chairlifts and a warm, welcoming staff,  
Okemo shines a fresh new light on winter.

 BE PART OF THE
MOUNTAIN.



EIGHT WAYS
TO SUNDAY.

Eight mountain peaks, 135 trails, and the 
most dependable snow in New England. 
Save on lift tickets every day at SundayRiver.com.




