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A  grand new experience has arrived in New Hampshire’s White Mountains.
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Long hailed as a kid-friendly  
playground, Smugglers’ Notch now 

stakes its claim as the pinnacle of 
Eastern skiing, with terrain as tame 

or as challenging as you require and 
amenities that check off all the boxes



Access snow, terrain and hospitality – as reliable 
as you’ve heard and as convenient as you deserve.

THIS IS YOUR DESTINATION.

Loon Mountain Resort
Exit 32 off I-93 | Lincoln, NH

Save on Lift Tickets only at 
LoonMtn.com/Tickets

 EXIT
HERE

$119*
pp/pn 

with Full Breakfast for Two

LoonMtn.com/Stay

* Quad occupancy with a minimum two-night 
stay. Plus tax & resort fee. One child (12 & under)
eats free with each paying adult. May not be 
combined with any other offer or discount.  
Late-season specials available. 

Featuring indoor pool, health club & spa, 
slopeside hot tub, two restaurants and more!

SLOPESIDE  
SKI & STAY 
Kids Eat Free

 from





**offer applies to new or upgrading passholders

SPRING
SKIESTA

C A R D

O K E M O ’ S

Buy a Skiesta Card and you could get

Ski
every day

 for as
little as

from March 16th 
until closing day

    Visit
okemo.com/skiesta

Buy before the price 

goes up on March 16th

**$99 off a 2018/19 Season Pass!

$129!
*Plus tax

*

ok e m o . c o m    # i t s o ke m o t i me
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Shiffrin joins Ikon team
Alterra Mountain Company is the lat-

est industry conglomerate to throw its 
version of a super season pass into the 
ring with the launch of Ikon Pass for 2018-
19, an effort being supported by Olympic 
skiing champion Mikaela Shiffrin.

Burke Mountain Academy product Shif-
frin is an investor in the company, which 
will compete for customers in the increas-
ingly competitive season pass marketplace 
that includes similar offerings from Vail 
Resorts (Epic Pass) and the Mountain Col-
lective. The Ikon Pass will offer skiers and 
riders access to 23 “iconic” destinations, 
including 12 Alterra resorts and 11 industry 
partners that collectively span nine states 
and three Canadian provinces.

Alterra destinations include Steamboat, 
Winter Park Resort, Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows, Mammoth Mountain, June 
Mountain, Big Bear Mountain Resort, Strat-
ton, Snowshoe, Tremblant, Blue Mountain, 
Deer Valley Resort and CMH Heli-Skiing 
& Summer Adventures. Ikon Pass partner 
destinations include Aspen Snowmass, 
Copper Mountain Resort, Eldora Mountain 
Resort, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, Big 

Sky Resort, Killington Resort, Sunday Riv-
er, Sugarloaf, Loon Mountain Resort, Alta 
Ski Area and Snowbird.

Shiffrin was the youngest woman in 
U.S. history to win a world champion-
ship and the youngest athlete in history 
to win an Olympic slalom gold medal. 
“I grew up skiing on mountains big and 
small with my family, so when I’m in 
the mountains, I’m home,” Shiffrin said. 
“They each play an important role in my 
career and hold a special place in my 
heart. I’ve spent more time training on 
snow at Ikon Pass destinations than any-
where else in the world, since first skiing 
the World Cup in 2010. It is a huge honor 
to be an owner in Alterra Mountain Com-
pany and to represent the Ikon Pass.”

Bode bonanza at Sunapee
Now is your opportunity to race 

against New Hampshire native Bode 
Miller, the most successful male Ameri-
can ski racer of all time with Olympic 
and World Championship gold medals, 
two World Cup championships and 33 
World Cup victories. Miller will be mak-
ing a special appearance at Mount Su-
napee on Friday, March 23, to help raise 
awareness for adaptive ski programs: 
New England Healing Sports Associa-
tion and Turtle Ridge Foundation.

Miller will set the dual NASTAR pace-
setter time on Eggbeater beginning at 10 
a.m. He will line up for the start alongside 
Sunapee’s own Jason Lalla, a Paralym-
pics gold medalist athlete. All racers will 
then follow to see if they can beat Miller’s 
time. Proceeds from the event — all regis-
tration is $50 and open to anyone — will 
support both adaptive skiing programs.

At the end of the day, Miller will take 
the stage at Sunapee Lodge from 5-6:30 
p.m. to talk about his life and how he got 
to where he is today. He will accept ques-
tions from the audience.

Based at Mount Sunapee, NEHSA is 

an alpine ski program for people with 
physical disabilities, serving those who 
want to enjoy active and independent 
lives through participation in sports. In 
the past 40 years it has 
grown to include a wide 
variety of physical, cog-
nitive and developmen-
tal disabilities.

Established in 2005 
by Miller and his fami-
ly, Turtle Ridge Founda-
tion seeks to a provide 
a philanthropic platform in the commu-
nity, support youth and adaptive sports 
programs and offer the opportunity for 
the disabled community and young peo-
ple to participate in a variety of sports 
and recreational activities that would 
not otherwise be available to them. The 
foundation offers grants, scholarships, 
general funding and periodically gifts 
its exclusive TRF MonoSki to the adap-
tive and youth sports world.

“The challenge in life for most people 
is making the conscious decision to do 
good for others or to do nothing. It’s that 
choice that defines the individual,” Mill-
er said.

OKEMO MOUNTAIN RESORT has been named one of the “2018 Best 
Places to Work in Vermont,” according to a list compiled by Vermont Busi-
ness Magazine, the Vermont Chamber of Commerce, the Vermont Depart-
ment of Economic Development, the Vermont Department of Labor and 
the Society for Human Resource Management — Vermont State Council 
and Best Companies Group.

This statewide survey and awards program is designed to identify, 
recognize and honor the best places of employment in Vermont, benefit-

ing the state’s economy, its workforce and businesses. The “2018 Best 
Places to Work in Vermont” list is made up of 50 companies.

“At Okemo, everything we do as a family business reflects our desire 
to support our employees in what they do to create ‘The Okemo Differ-
ence’ for our guests,” said Okemo Mountain Resort co-owner and vice 
president Diane Mueller. “We were especially proud to learn that Okemo 
is the only ski resort to be recognized as a ‘2018 Best Places to Work in 
Vermont.’ ”

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country BY MATT BOXLER AND NESJ STAFF

OKEMO 
A TOP 
PLACE 
TO WORK  

Taylor to lead Vt� museum
Stowe resident Deb Taylor 

has been appointed executive 
director of the Vermont Ski and 
Snowboard Museum. Taylor 
spent 11 years as director of 
Camp Sewataro in Sudbury, 
Mass., and has extensive  
experience in leadership,  
administration, communica-
tions, events and development.

Since moving to Stowe in 
1993, Taylor has been an active 
member of the community. She 
has been involved in the Stowe 
Land Trust as a former board 
member, a land steward and a 
volunteer, and in the Catamount 
Trail Association as a trail  
maintenance volunteer.

“There is so much positive 
energy at the museum right  
now thanks to the enthusiastic, 
talented and incredibly  
dedicated members of the  
board and staff,” Taylor said.  
“I am delighted to have this  
opportunity to join them in 
leading the museum forward. 
We have lots of exciting ideas  
for new programs and projects 
to create more community  
connection and involvement.  
We hope you will join us.”

 Mikaela Shiffrin

 Bode Miller
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This walk-to-the-slopes, nicely 
built single-family home with 

attached two-car garage on Loon 
Mountain offers lots of room to 
spread out and entertain. This five-
bedroom home is lovingly cared for 
and very tastefully appointed and 
furnished throughout. 

The home features cathedral 
ceilings, tiled wet areas, Corian 
kitchen counters with under-
mount sink and a cheery open floor 
plan with slider from the living 
room and master bedroom to a 
large deck. 

Other features include 
skylights, large bathrooms, plenty 
of storage, forced hot water base-
board heating, additional Rinnai 
heat and two hearths with wood 
stoves for that New England cozy 
ambience and warmth.

There is solid knotty-pine 
cabinetry and pine accents throughout. This classic 
New Englander has a large family room for the kids 
with an oversized walk-out slider, private washer/
dryer room, utility room, mudroom entry, private 

yard with electric fencing for your family pet and 
much more. 

For more on this and other great homes in ski 
country, check out loonrealestate.com.
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Wednesday Night train
Quickly becoming known as the most 

accessible ski area in New England giv-
en its cooperative partnerships with the 
MBTA Commuter Rail, ZipCar and Uber, 
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area has add-
ed a new public transportation feather in 
its ski hat.

The ski area has been offering week-
end ski train service from Boston’s 
North Station for several years and has 
now added Wednesday night ski train 
service. The added convenience might 
be especially helpful to Boston area col-
lege students and others who want to 
take advantage of the resort’s night ski-
ing and snowboarding during the week.

The new midweek night service, 
which began Jan. 17, leaves Boston’s 
North Station at 3:30 pm. A mountain 
shuttles meets passengers at the Wachu-
sett Station with the arrival of the 5:08 
p.m. train. The shuttle returns skiers and 
snowboarders to the Wachusett Station 
for the departure 10:35 p.m. train, sched-
uled to arrive back in Boston at North 
Station at 12:04 am.    

“The ski train is a comfortable and 
convenient option for area residents 
seeking a day of winter recreation, sav-
ing them time and effort,” said David 
Scorey, general manager/CEO of Keo-

lis Commuter Services, 
the MBTA’s operating 
partner for the commuter 
rail. “One of our goals is 

to grow off-peak ridership of the com-
muter rail. Wachusett Mountain is one 
of many great destinations across the 
network that passengers can enjoy with-
out the hassle of traffic or finding park-
ing. We hope more customers will see 
the train as a fun way to make the most 
out of winter.” 

The Wednesday service supplements 
the Saturday and Sunday service, which 
departs North Station at 8:35 a.m., arriv-
ing at Wachusett Station at 10:11 a.m. 
The shuttle for returning trains departs 
for the Wachusett Station at 5:15 p.m. 
to catch the 6:10 p.m. train, arriving at 
North Station at 7:40 p.m.

“The ski train provides a great op-
portunity to provide Boston-area cus-
tomers with an easy option for public 
transportation to the mountain,” said 
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area president 
Jeff Crowley. “Being so close to Boston, 
Wachusett is one of the most accessible 
ski areas in New England. And, with 
the opening last year of the Wachusett 
Station, now we’re easier to reach than 
ever before. Our partnership has been a 
wonderful way to increase use of the out-
bound commuter rail service. It’s a great 
service to the Boston residents who love 
to ski or snowboard but don’t have other 
transportation options.” 

 

 

                                                                       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ski n’ Stay Family Suites 
Packages start at $112.00 per person 

 

 

Black Bear Lodge 
Waterville Valley, NH 

blackbearlodgenh.com 

  Walk/ride shuttle to Mountain 
  Full sized Kitchens in suites 
  Suites sleep up to 6 
  Heated Indoor/Outdoor Pool 
  Video Games room 
  Knee Hockey Play room 
  Complimentary Coffee in Lobby 
  Complimentary WiFi 
  Waterville Valley Freedom Pass 
  Skateboard Park next door 

Reserve Today 800-349-BEAR W
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SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country BY MATT BOXLER AND NESJ STAFF

Vermont resorts promote safety
Vermont’s ski and snowboard resorts 

participated in the National Ski Areas As-
sociation initiative to keep guests safe on 
the slopes by creating a unique and infor-
mative video series hosted by “That Guy.” 
Throughout January’s National Safety 
Awareness Month, “That Guy” videos 
helped educate viewers on the seven points 
of NSAA’s Responsibility Code. 

Individual Vermont resorts participated 
in Safety Awareness Month with the follow-
ing events and activities:

n To raise awareness of helmet safety, 
Smugglers’ Notch Resort hosted for the 
fifth time its popular “Wear your helmet 
to work” day for employees. Other weekly 
activities during the month focused on 
chairlift safety (primarily for kids), terrain 
park safety with Park Smart, and the Skier 
and Riders’ Responsibility Code. Addition-
ally, ski school and patrol staff have been 
through Fit for Snow training, which focus-
es on nutrition and personal fitness. Also, 
the resort awarded a season pass, Smug-
glers’ Gold and more to the winners of a 

poster contest for children in the local el-
ementary school that illustrate the themes 
of “Your Responsibility Code” and “Park 
Smart.”

n Sugarbush Resort welcomed guests 
to participate in special safety events, in-
cluding Meet the Ski Patrol and Toboggan 
Rides. Guests also learned about mountain 
wildlife and their habitats with Meet the 
Wildlife Experts. 

n Killington and Pico Mountain hosted 
an après-ski giveaway, including helmets 
and Killington swag, presented a ski safety 
awareness video and offered a chat with a 
ski patroller over coffee and doughnuts in 
the K-1 Lodge. Killington also donated art 

supplies to Killington Elementary for a 
poster contest directed at skier safety and 
the interactive display hosted in the Rams-
head Base Lodge Saturdays and Sundays 
through the month.

n Okemo Mountain Resort commemo-
rated National Safety Awareness Month 
by promoting Vermont’s own PHAT team 
(Protect Your Head at All Times). The Ver-
mont Snow Sports Research Team, a part-
nership of Vermont Children’s Hospital at 
Fletcher Allen Health Care and the Univer-
sity of Vermont College of Medicine, helps 
educate skiers and riders about helmet use.

n Stratton Mountain Resort’s events are 
part of its award-winning Play Safe, Play 
Smart, Enjoy the Mountain campaign. Each 
week the resort offered programming with 
a unique focus, including helmet safety, lift 
education, lifts and trails and the respon-
sibility code with weekly raffle prizes from 
Smith helmets. Activities such as scaven-
ger hunts with prizes, AED and CPR train-
ings, coloring contests, samples from re-
lated partners, and movie nights occurred 
throughout the month to reinforce key com-
ponents of a safe ski and ride experience.

Quiros settles
Ariel Quiros, the one-time 

owner of Jay Peak and Burke 
Mountain resorts as well as a 
number of connected properties, 
has agreed to pay back more than 
$81 million, according to a settle-
ment with the federal Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

Quiros had been accused of 
misusing investor funds intended 
for projects in Vermont’s North-
east Kingdom to instead be used 
for personal expenses, including 
two luxury condominiums in 
New York City. Those funds, esti-
mate at $50 million, were raised 
from foreign investors through 
the federal EB-5 “path to a green 
card” program. Quiros’ business 
partner, Bill Stenger, will pay 
$75,000 under the settlement.

NOLAN KASPER of the U.S. Ski Team and 2018 U.S. Olympic Team 
overcame a tough day of qualifying and a loss in run one of the semifinals 
to win the White Mountain Dual Challenge at Waterville Valley in Febru-
ary over runner-up Morgan Megarry of the Canadian Ski Team. 

Kasper (Warren, Vt.) qualified as the 15th seed, which gave him a 
difficult route to the finals. The most tense moment came in the  first run 
of the semifinals when American slalom skier Robby Kelley (Starksboro, 
Vt.).  defeated Kasper by .36 seconds. With a .62-second victory in run 

two, three-time Olympian Kasper was able to overcome the deficit and 
advance to take on Megarry in the final. “It was great to see such a big 
crowd of enthusiastic supporters today at Waterville Valley for this event. 
Like all the racers here today, I am thrilled to see that the World Pro Ski 
Tour has come back after being dormant for so long,” Kasper said.

The Rocky Mountain Pro Ski Classic at Snowmass will be March 8-10, 
and the Visit Maine Pro Ski Championships at Sunday River will conclude 
the World Pro Ski Tour schedule March 29-31.

KASPER RULES  
AT WATERVILLE
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 Stratton

DIGITAL BONUS 
PRO TOUR GALLERY

The opening week of the 2018 
Olympic Winter Games featured 
a gold medal by Burke Moun-
tain Academy product Mikaela 
Shiffrin and some promising 
performances by other New 
England-connected athletes.

Shiffrin won the giant slalom gold 
medal for her second gold, having 
won the slalom at the 2014 Sochi 
Games. The heavy favorite in the 
slalom the next day, she finished just 
off the podium in fourth.

On the men’s side, with Bode 
Miller (Franconia, N.H.) having 
retired and now in the NBC broadcast 
booth, Ryan Cochran-Siegle 
(Starksboro, Vt.) led Team USA with 
an 11th-place finis in giant alslom 
and 15th in super-G. “I couldn’t have 
anticipated these results at all,” said 
Cochran-Siegle.

In women’s cross-country, Team 
USA finished fifth in the 4x5 km relay 
at Alpensia Cross Country Skiing Centre 
— an Olympic best for the women.

“That was our best Olympic finish 
ever,” said Kikkan Randall, who with 
Sophie Caldwell (Peru, Vt.), Sadie 
Bjornsen and Jessie Diggins  
(Stratton Mountain) finished 1:20.5 
off the gold-medal time of Norway. 
“While we tend to be really focused on 
the medals because we know deep in 
our hearts that it is possible, it’s amaz-
ing to put together four strong legs 
and to get that best-ever result.”

Gold for Shiffrin 
in Olympic GS

DIGITAL
BONUS 
OLYMPICS  
GALLERY



Danbury, New Hampshire raggedmountainresort.com

ACCEPT THE MISSION:

• Get the MISSION: AFFORDABLE Season Pass for just 
$259 from March 14th to April 1st

• Unlimited skiing and riding every day Ragged Mountain 
is open for 2018-19 season, i.e. no blackout dates

• Buy now and the rest of the 17-18 season is included

• Price increases to $289 on April 2nd and full price next  
 fall will be $499

• Ragged Mountain is only 98 miles from Boston and 58 
miles from Manchester via I-93 or I-89

Season Passes for Just $259: March 14th to April 1st!

Looking for the Real Deal?  Ragged Mountain has it!  
MISSION: AFFORDABLE prices are almost impossible 
to believe, but they are very real. From season passes 
for $259 to the Free Bebe Wood Learn To Ski & Ride 
Program, there’s never been anything like it.  

You get Ragged Mountain’s amazing glades, New 
Hampshire’s only high speed six-person chairlift, terrific 
terrain, the best Learn to Ski or Ride program in the 
country, and Mission: Affordable specials just for pass 
holders all season long.  But act NOW, because the 
$259 Season Passes sale ends April 1st!

Online at raggedmountainresort.com or for more information, call Guest Services, 603.768.3600

It’s the best deal in all of New England!

Get Your 
Season Pass

Just
$259





BURKE’S GOLDEN GIRL
 American Mikaela Shiffrin, who honed her craft at Burke 

Mountain Academy in Vermont, hurtles past a gate en route to 
winning gold in the women’s giant slalom at the PyeongChang 

2018 Olympic Winter Games. Shiffrin also took gold in slalom 
in the 2014 Olympics and is now tied with Ted Ligety and  

Andrea Mead Lawrence for the most Olympic gold medals 
ever won by an American Olympian in alpine skiing.

Christophe Pallot/Agence Zoom/Getty Images



WEARING THE FLAG PROUDLY
 Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates after winning the women’s giant slalom.

Martin Bernetti/AFP/Getty Images







SLALOM SETBACK
 Mikaela Shiffrin pushes past a gate in the Olympic  

women’s slalom. The three-time defending slalom World 
Championships winner, Shiffrin was a heavy favorite in the 

PyeongChang slalom but finished just off the podium in fourth

Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images



HUB NATIVE MAKES BRITAIN PROUD
 A native of Boston, Isabel Atkin of Great Britain competes during the 
freestyle skiing women’s ski slopestyle final on Feb. 17 at the  PyeongChang 
Olympic Winter Games. Atkin nabbed the bronze medal to become the first 
Briton ever to win an Olympic skiing medal. Her father is British, while her 
mother is from Malaysia, and Atkin started competing for Great Britain at  
age 15 after learning to ski at age 3 at Sugarloaf Mountain in Maine.

David Ramos/Getty Images (action); Javier Soriano/AFP/Getty Images





By Tony Chamberlain

There are perfect ski trails for guys like me. 
Guys whose orthopod has used phrases 
such as “Only cruise the blues” based on 

that inevitable blending of age and knees. 
Now, Dr. Thornhill did not say runs had to 

be boring, and 
to insouciant 
youth, blue skiing 
equates with 
boring. I agree 
that straight, wide 
white carpets 
with predictably 
pitched fall lines 
get pretty old 
in a hurry. They 
neither challenge 

the body nor fire the soul. 
But in my 60-plus years skiing, I have 

found a number of delightful blue square runs, and a recent visit to Wildcat confirmed that. I’m not sure 
whether my fondness for Wildcat was that it was my introduction to skiing with a high school ski trip, or 
whether it’s the immense grandeur of the place, nestled in the embrace of Mount Washington, giving 
skiers a view of the scooped glacial cirques of Tuckerman and Huntington ravines descending from that 
iconic summit, the “crown of New England.” 

At least once a visit to Wildcat, I stop to concentrate on Tuckerman and imagine Toni Matt’s breath-
less (and somewhat errant) descent of the headwall and ravine in the 1939 Inferno race. And I guess I’m 

looking for the ghosts of Walter Praeger, Joe 
Dodge., Harold Hillman and other founding 
fathers of our sport who made the steeps of 
Washington their playground. 

But enough daydreaming — we’re here 
to ski. Off the Wildcat Express Quad, we stop to 
adjust at the top of Lynx trail that mirrors Wildcat 
trail on the opposite boundary. The first few hun-
dred yards is a flattish road along a cliff on the left 
— good for a few warmup turns before you have 
enough speed for the first thrilling left-hander 
into a drop that builds speed, wide enough for 
nice GS turns — if you choose to make turns. 

After another flat transition, the trail goes 
into a moderately steep right turn, and now 
you are flying through the bare hardwood and 
pine forest with a quick left and right, then 
dropping into a really sweet face. About two 
more turns and if you’re skiing fast, there is 
one righty that borders on dangerous. The 
track narrows and the angle falls away as you 

have to crank on your left foot into a tight right turn. Miss it and you’re off a 7-foot drop into the woods. 
The next turns give you a full view of Washington’s ravines before another steeper face, then a run-

out to the lift. If you’ve skied at a fairly brisk pace, the 2.75-mile run takes around 4½ minutes without 
stops. Your tucking teenager will do it in 3½. For a little less pace, try the meandering green trail on 
the far right-hand boundary — Polecat to Tomcat — a 3-mile amble through the woods with typical 
Wildcat scenery. It’s opposite number, the Wildcat trail to the far right, is undoubtedly the run that gave 
Wildcat its early reputation for rough stuff. It deserves its black diamond designation.

SLOPESIDE Odds & Ends from Snow Country

Lynx, Wildcat: Blue bliss, all season long 

MONTH

OF
THE

TRAIL

 Lynx is one of the most 
popular of Wildcat’s 48 

trails. It was once voted 
“Most Scenic Trail” in the 

North Conway area by 
National Geographic.
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This winter, Attitash Mountain Resort & Wildcat Mountain
offer you an experience unmatched in all of New Hampshire: 
two ski resorts, all wrapped up into one ticket! 
Nestled in the magnificent White Mountains, & located only 20
minutes from each other, these two incredible resorts provide 
the perfect storm for your next skiing adventure.

SAVE BIG 

off the ticket window price 

when you buy in advance at 

attitash.com  or 

skiwildcat.com

1 LIFT TICKET2 MOUNTAINS
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Calendar information 
is provided by advertising 
ski areas. To advertise, 
call 617-773-9955, ext. 222 
or email advertising@ 
skijournal.com.

PLENTY OF POW 
Photo by Bretton Woods

Ladies Day Extravaganza
Tuesday, March 13 | Mount Sunapee

Enjoy a complimentary breakfast with 
friends, demo the best women’s skis in 
the industry, learn what products are 
best for you, ski, have lunch and après. 
Raffle and giveaways include a pair of boots, a pair of skis, Kari Traa 
clothing and other fun and indulgent items. You must have a lift ticket 
or a season pass to participate. Buy your lift ticket online in advance to 
get the best price. Registration for Ladies Day Extravaganza is $25 and 
will be collected on the day of the event. mountsunapee.com

March 20-24

Waterville — 2018 U.S. Freestyle Championships

Saturday, March 24

Cannon — BodeFest

Sunday, March 25

Wachusett — Cardboard Box Race

Saturday, April 7

Okemo — Slush Cup and Splash for Cash

Saturday, April 14

Sunday River — Pond-A-Palooza

Saturday, March 10

Sugarbush — Castlerock Extreme

Sunday, March 11

King Pine — 18th annual Marky B. Boardfest

Monday, March 12

Wildcat — 15th annual 100,000 Vertical Foot Challenge

Friday, March 16

Attitash — Red Parka Pub Challenge Cup

Sunday, March 18

Pats Peak — Josh Russell Memorial Slalom Race

Thursday, March 1

Bretton Woods — WRENegades Nordic Ski Tour

Saturday March 3

Ragged — USASA Boardercross

March 3-4

Loon — First Class Beginner’s Weekend

Smugglers’ Notch — Extreme Skiing Challenge

March 9-11

Cranmore — Hannes Schneider Meister Cup Weekend

Stratton — The Vermont Open

For more information visit waterville.com
Valid for new season pass purchases only.

When You Purchase Your 
New 2018/19 Season Pass

FEBRUARY 24  END OF SEASON



For more information visit waterville.com
Valid for new season pass purchases only.

When You Purchase Your 
New 2018/19 Season Pass

FEBRUARY 24  END OF SEASON



SKI SHOP Cross-country

By Matt Boxler

With participation rates soaring some 18 percent in just two 
years, cross-country skiing is the fastest-growing segment in 
the industry. Five million people participated in nordic skiing 
during 2016-17, according to Snowsports Industries America, 
and those numbers are likely to continue climbing in the wake 

of the 2018 Olympic Winter Games.
New England in particular is a hotbed for the sport, thanks in large part to the 

legacy of Bill Koch, the Vermont native who became the first American to win an 
Olympic medal in nordic skiing (he won silver in the 30 km in 1976). Koch also 
popularized the “skate skiing” technique so popular today, and his New England-
based youth leagues introduce countless participants to the sport.

“I see what has happened even in just the past few years — the success of the 
women’s U.S. cross-country ski team, and the emergence of a really strong and 
growing juniors program in the U.S.,” said Amie Smith, executive director of the 
New England Nordic Ski Association. “I see younger kids watching these new role 
models and wanting to be just like them. This is great for our sport, and great for 
our nation. If more people cross-country skied, just for the love of being outdoors 
and the joy of gliding across the snow, the world would be a better and happier 
place.”

Smith, a Bennington, Vt., native who began racing nordic at the age of 5 with the 
Prospect Mountain Ski Club (before it became the Bill Koch League), has witnessed 

the sport’s growth in popularity first-hand through introducing her own two 
daughters to racing. “When my oldest started high school in 2007, she was one 
of two kids on the cross-country ski team,” she said. “Now, 11 years later, that 
same team has over 60 kids on it. These ‘no-cut’ teams allow accessibility to 
continue, whereas sports such as basketball, soccer, baseball, lacrosse, field 
hockey, et cetera all have teams that can only have a certain number of kids 
on them, and if you are not good starting out, you most likely will be cut.”

Smith says NENSA’s beginner, intermediate and race clinics are sold 
out with a wait list each year. And its Nordic Rocks programs in school 
systems in multiple states have expanded, serving as feeders into Bill 
Koch League race clubs. “I have also witnessed many a parent getting on 
skis after being encouraged by their kids who love it so much,” she said. 
“It really is the perfect family sport.”  

And that’s why the surge in popularity comes as no surprise. “Cross-
country skiing is an accessible sport, that can be enjoyed by anyone 
— at any age — from young children getting on skis for the first time 
with their parents or grandparents, to masters skiers well into their 
80s and even 90s,” Smith said. “It is a great activity that brings fami-
lies together and outside enjoying winter, even celebrating it.”

Whether you are racing, touring or simply getting out in the 
backyard to enjoy sliding around, nordic equipment is functional, 
reliable and fun to use. Here is a quick look at some of the equip-
ment out there today:

XC TREND SETTERS
n As cross-country participation soars, the gear has never been better
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SEVENBIRCHES.COM • 603.745.7550
RiverWalk Resort at Loon Mountain

22 South Mountain Drive, Lincoln, NH 03251

Skis
 Fischer 

Speedmax Skate 
With its revolution-

ary Cold Base Bonding 
technology, this ski  

resists warping from heat 
and pressure, no matter 

what the outdoor tempera-
ture, to ensure optimum  

wax absorption, thereby 
provide the best performance 

given surface conditions.
 Rossignol Ultra 

Life Waxless-IFP | Built 
with a Wood Air core waxless AR 

Plus base, this on-trail touring ski 
features traditional XC sizing for 

increased glide to make it popular for 
winter enthusiasts.
 Salomon S/Lab Carbon 

SK | With its full carbon construction, 
this ski is designed for athletes seeking 

the ultimate in skate-skiing performance. 
The product garners high marks in glide, 

acceleration, lightness and stability.
 Atomic Redster C9 Skintec 

X-Hard | Atomic takes its original waxless 
Skintec technology to a higher level for racers 

with its fastest and lightest production Skintec 
ski that is ready to race right out of the shop.
 Madshus Nordmarka | Part of 

Madshus’ classic performance series and designed 
for miles and miles on the groomed trail, the  

Nordmarka delivers XC performance with a little 
extra width and sidecut for better stability to go  

along with its waxless IntelliGrip integrated skin.

Boots
 Fischer XC Control | Constructed for skiers 

who have a great deal of touring experience or little to speak 
of, this boot’s performance sole and flat construction helps 
extend gliding, and its soft flex provides for a smooth kick.

 Rossignol X-Ium Carbon | An  
ultra-lightweight premium carbon skate boot, the  
X-Ium is the result of multiple seasons of testing on 
the World Cup circuit. It is an elite-level competition 
boot weighing in at just 450 grams, stiff and rigid to 
drive energy directly into the ski.
 Salomon Siam 7 Pilot CF | This 

boot has a women-specific fit (slightly narrower heel, 
higher instep volume), as well as a Quicklace system 
with hook-and-loop straps and thermos-moldable 
liner. Its two-axle pivot system boosts control and flex.
 Atomic Motion 25 | The Motion 25 is 

designed for skiers who like to dash off the prepared 
track to break their own trails. Insulated for reliable 
warmth, a zippered lace cover reduces snagging, and 
an internal heel counter boosts torsional stability.
 Madshus Glittertind BC | Built for 

ascending and descending in the backcountry, the 
Glittertind has a stiffer forefoot flex and a higher cuff 
for optimum torsional rigidity. A Thinsulate and Mem-
Brain Softshell ensures comfort, warmth and dryness.

Bindings
 Fischer Turnamic |  Co-developed by 

Fischer and Rossignol, Turnamic is a new binding  
system featuring seven mounting positions on the 
plate to allow skiers to customize their position over 
the skis. Adjusting the balance point over the ski  
optimizes how it performs relative to the terrain 
(climbing vs. flats vs. track vs. backcountry, etc.), 
snow conditions and skier’s technique. The Turnamic 
includes tool-free installation and adjustment on 
the IFP binding plate, a TurnLock mechanism to ease 
entry and exit, and a “floating” heel piece so as not to 
compromise the ski’s flex. Turnamic is cross-compatible 
with Rottefella NNN and Salomon ProLink boots.
 Salomon SNS Propulse Carbon 

RC |  This lightweight, World Cup-level classic race 
binding mounts close to the ski for maximum kick 
efficiency and is perfect for fast, high-level skiing.  
Its SNS Propulse one-rail system with full-length  
Guide Ridge enhances control. The SNS Propulse 
Carbon RC is compatible with SNS Pilot soles.

TREND SETTERS
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n Veteran NESJ contributor Brion O’Connor serves up his ‘Fab Five’ for late-season slope satisfaction

BEST BETSSPRING’S 
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By Brion O’Connor

PERHAPS IT’S MY HERITAGE, but I think of 
spring skiing in the same way I look at a tradi-
tional “Irish wake.” It’s a time of mourning, when 
the inexorable march of time brings my favorite 
season to a close. But it’s also a great opportu-

nity to celebrate everything that we skiers and snowboarders 
are grateful for. 

Thanks to the unpredictable nature of New England 
weather, even a true spring outing can have a true winter 
feel. Last April, my wife and I (together with our daughter 
Brynne) met up with some friends at Sunday River. The plan 
was to enjoy some nice weather and some nice easy turns, my 
first since having spine surgery the previous November. But 
Mother Nature had other ideas.

The snow flurries started during our drive from Boston’s 
North Shore, and by the time we got to our suite at the Jordan 
Hotel, it was dumping pretty good. As we enjoyed our ribs 
and brisket from Smokin’ Good BBQ and sampled a variety 
of tasty bourbons, I kept glancing outside. The snow kept 
accumulating, quickly. By the next morning, we had at least 
8 inches of sugary powder, and I remember saying to Lauri, 
“Welcome to spring in New England.” We had mid-winter 
conditions, in April. Crazy.

Now, trying to predict a late-season snowstorm anywhere 
in the Northeast is a tricky proposition. So I prefer to hedge 
my bets. I typically look for resorts that boast a superb combi-
nation of abundant natural snow and stout snowmaking op-
erations. Here’s a quick rundown of my favorite post-March 
1 destinations – my Fab Five, if you will. Sure, it’s a subjective 
list, I admit, but I like my odds.

Jay Peak, Vermont
The infamous Jay Cloud still hovers over the 3,858-foot 

Jay Peak, making sure the 2,153 feet of vertical and 78 trails, 
plus 24 glade sections, has more natural fluff than any other 
New England resort. The Jay Cloud is actually a meteoro-
logical phenomenon, known as an orthographic uplift, which 
means those westerly winds carrying precipitation from the 
Great Lakes run smack into Jay, rise and then stall, produc-
ing snow. Lots of snow. An average of roughly 350 inches 
each winter (compare that figure to other resorts below). And 
if you’re going to offer great spring skiing, having a great 
natural base is the place to start. The resort’s Pump House 
water park (check out the annual Beach Party on April 7) and 
Ice Haus indoor arena are bonuses, and a nice hedge against 
the possibility of inclement weather (as is the Taiga Spa). The 
annual Tailgate Party on April 28, featuring a cooking com-
petition among local chefs, is a “can’t miss” event.

Sugarloaf, Maine
No, Sugarloaf doesn’t have the Jay Cloud. But it’s got the 

only lift-serviced, above-treeline skiing in New England, with 
a summit elevation of 4,237 feet, a vast variety of terrain, 
more than 200 inches annual snowfall, snowmaking over 
more than 600 acres, and a welcoming vibe that is simply im-
possible to duplicate. The undisputed highlight of the spring 
season is the 30th annual Reggae Festival, April 12-15. Reg-
gae during Maine’s springtime, while it might sound like an 
oxymoron, is as fun a combination as mid-winter skiing and 
Mexican food (hello, chili and margaritas!). Enjoy four days 
of music and nonstop parties at the base of Sugarloaf Moun-
tain. Coming up a different weekend? You’ll always find live 
music at the Widowmaker Lounge. And the East Coast Pond 
Skimming Championship is set for April 21.

Sunday River, Maine
Of course, I got lucky during last spring’s visit to Sunday 

River. But the reality is that I, or Sunday River, didn’t “need” 
that late-season dump. The resort, with eight interconnected 
peaks (compared to the single massive mountains at Jay Peak 
and Sugarloaf) almost always has great coverage, a legacy 

Continued on Page 18
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 Spring is a perfect time to sample 
the eight interconnected peaks 
at Maine’s Sunday River Resort.
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that Les Otten established decades ago. 
In addition to roughly 170 inches of an-
nual snowfall, Sunday River has close to 
2,000 snow guns providing manmade 
snow over 95 percent of the resort’s 552 
acres. All of that makes for a promising 
Spring Festival (April 6-8) featuring the 
annual Slip ‘n’ Flip and rockin’ live bands. 
New this year is the Maine Brew Fest, a 
craft beer-tasting event on Friday night, 

April 6. For those who love speed, Sunday 
River will host the World Pro Ski Tour the 
previous weekend (March 30). The fol-
lowing weekend (April 14) features Pond-
A-Palooza and the Spring Après Concert 
at the South Ridge Outdoor Stage.

Bretton Woods, New Hampshire
Surprised? Don’t be. Bretton Woods is 

not about listing superlatives, like “big-
gest,” “greatest” or “steepest.” But this 
wonderful family area, coupled with the 

nearby Mount Washington Hotel (with 
sleigh rides, dog-sledding, nordic and 
snowshoe options, as well as a top-notch 
spa), is an exceptional springtime op-
tion. It’s got 464 acres of skier and rider 
accessible terrain, with a vertical drop of 
1,500 feet, and an annual snowfall of 200-
plus inches with 92 percent snowmaking 
ability. Now consider that it is annually 
ranked as one of the best East Coast re-
sorts for grooming — a key element in 
good conditions — and Bretton Woods 

quickly rises to the top of a short list 
for spring skiing and riding. The annual 
pond-skimming contest is an absolute 
howl, and the three-hour canopy tour is a 
terrific alternative for anyone who wants 
to try something out of the ordinary.

Killington/Pico, Vermont
The “Beast of the East” can be buttery 

smooth come springtime, thanks to the 
region’s most powerful snowmaking sys-
tem, top to bottom. This 4,241-foot mon-

Continued from Page 17
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40 unique rooms 
in 5 historic buildings
• Use of nearby health club 
• Spa services also available

Package deals!
STAY 2 NIGHTS GET THE 3RD 50% OFF! 
see website for details

legendarY dining
• Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
• 170-seat Function Suite:  
 800-321-3985 to book

comPanY store & gift shoP
tWo PuBs
• Live Entertainment!
• 14 handcrafted ales on tap!
 Many available in local stores & restaurants

on-site BreWerY
• BREW TOURS DAILY Reserve Online

• Brewer’s Weekends: learn how to brew beer!  
 2   nights, breakfast daily, reception, dinner, &  
 T-shirt or hat!

135 Main Street, No. Woodstock, NH 03262      

                                    
                800-321-3985  • WoodstockInnNH.com

ster prides itself on being one of the last 
resorts in the Northeast to shut down lift 
operations, and that simply doesn’t hap-
pen without an abundant snowfall — 250 
inches annually, thanks to the 2,500-foot 
base elevation — and an exceptional 
snowmaking and grooming infrastruc-
ture. Signature spring events include the 
Hibernation Park Jam on March 31, the 
Bud Light Bear Mountain Mogul Chal-
lenge on April 7, the always-entertaining 
Pond Skimming on April 14, and the 
Nor’Beaster Dazed and Defrosted festi-
val with live music on April 21. Looking 
for a truly epic challenge? Check out the 
Killington Triathlon (ski, bike, and run) 
on April 28.

Honorable mention
Of course, the above areas aren’t the 

only New England hills with great spring 
skiing. Places like Attitash/Bear Peak, 
Cranmore, Wildcat, Cannon, Waterville 
Valley, Sunapee and Loon in New Hamp-
shire, Okemo, Sugarbush, Stowe, Mount 
Snow, Smugglers’ Notch and Stratton in 
Vermont, and Shawnee Peak in Maine 
are all solid choices. Just don’t forget 
your sun block.

feedback@skijournal.com
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 Spring means skiing in shorts 
and a T-shirt — and sampling 

the festivities at Attitash in the 
Mount Washington Valley.

DIGITAL BONUS 
RESORT GALLERY



VALLEY VISTA
 Spring is a glorious time to explore the 61 trails of Loon 
Mountain Resort, which generally operates until mid-April 
on the storied peaks above the Pemigewasset River Valley.

Loon Mountain Resort





FOLLOW THE LEADER
 Just 2.5 hours from Boston, Mount Snow offers  
terrific alpine adventures for skiers and riders of all 
ages. The Mount Snow Ski School offers individual  
and group lessons for first timers up to experts.

Mount Snow





ISN'T IT GRAND?
 Surrounded by majestic Mount Mansfield — the highest 
peak in Vermont — and Spruce Peak, Stowe offers a vertical 
drop of 2,360 and a season that extends well into the spring.

Jesse Schloff/jesseschloffphotography.com







MAGICAL MOUNTAIN
 Stratton serves up an exciting blend  

of terrain for beginner to expert with 97  
trails fanning from a single summit, the  

highest peak in southern Vermont. 

Hubert Schriebl/Stratton Mountain Resort





TICKET TO FUN
 Have you checked out Waterville Valley’s new Green 
Peak area, which has boosted the resort by 45 acres of 

trails? Spring is a perfect time to hit the resort, which 
features 60 trails, 11 lifts and a 2,020-foot vertical.

Waterville Valley Resort



CARVING INTO SPRING
 Okemo is a carver’s dream, offering impeccable 
grooming and snow conditions on 121 trails and 667 
acres, with a season that extends to the middle of April.
 
Okemo Mountain Resort





SKI WEEKEND

By Eric Wilbur

As the story goes, a guest spending some vacation time at Smugglers’ 
Notch Resort a few years back ran into an issue while trying to get 
some work accomplished. 

The guest arrived having  forgotten a specific power adapter for 
his laptop, leaving him without the means to finish the tasks he’d 

laid out before navigating the trails out at Madonna, Sterling and Morse moun-
tains. And seeing as the closest Best Buy lays 45 minutes away, and it being the 
sort of equipment not readily available at the resort or any nearby outlet, well, that 
sprung Smugglers’ Notch personnel into action. 

One employee who lived close to the Best Buy in question proposed that he 
could swing by the electronics store to purchase the item in need, and deliver it to 
the guest’s room as early as needed the following morning. 

Situation solved. Work finished. Pow slayed. 
Just one, small issue. “While we don’t normally recommend that people try to 

work while they’re on vacation, we’re going to do everything we can to accommo-
date,” said resort spokesperson Mike Chait.  

Sense of humor aside though, it’s that elite sort of out-of-the-way approach that 
Smugglers’ Notch has strived to become. 

“We try to stress to our staff here that if a guest has a problem, it’s not just our job 

to offer suggestions on how to solve it, but it’s our job to go and solve it for them.” 
It’s that sort of commitment that resulted with an honor this season that the folks 

at Smugglers’ had been hoping to achieve. In its annual reader survey, Ski Magazine 
named the resort the top spot for service in the East, a distinction for which Smuggs 
had been striving. 

“We set a five-year goal,” Chait said. “We really wanted to be rec-
ognized by that survey for our level of service, and we hit it 
in year number two. That was a great honor. We really 
work hard to take care of our guests and to provide 
them with excellent customer service in all expe-
riences possible.” 

While the resort has a certain expecta-
tion for service from its staff, the “Guest of 
One” program has helped hammer that 
message. Think of it as an employee 
of the month award, but more fo-
cused on the actual service expe-
rience a resort employee might 
bestow upon a guest.  

Smugglers’ Notch Resort

SMILESSMUGG
Terrain for every appetite, superior service, amenities that  
would make Disney proud ��� and tons of snow ��� create  
perfect, welcome storm of a ‘No� 1 in the East’ distinction
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Continued on Page 22
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Smugglers’ Notch Resort
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“So, it’s not somebody who’s just a 
great employee,” Chait said, “but instead 
it’s somebody who has really taken steps 
to go out of their way and solve a problem 
for a guest or to extend a level of service 
that goes far beyond our expectations.” 

Even if it’s working on vacation. 
In its writeup as No. 1, Ski Magazine 

writes, “The staff at the resort go above 
and beyond to make your vacation the 
best. They couldn’t be better — whether 
it’s finding a babysitter for New Year’s Eve, 
mailing a child’s lost stuffed animal to your 
home or arranging an in-suite massage for 
your wife — they treat you like family!”

Pretty big deal for one of Vermont’s 
most beloved ski destinations.  But it’s 
not like the accolades stopped there. 

Naturally, Smugglers’ Notch also re-
ceived the nod from Ski Magazine read-
ers as the best kid-friendly resort in the 
East, an honor that it has owned since 
the category’s inception in 2014. Prior 
to the creation of that award category, 
Smugglers’ had swept the No. 1 spot for 
family programs for more than a decade. 
“America’s Family Resort” has become 
known as such due to Smugglers’ dedi-
cation to children programs, variety for 
other members of the family, and a com-
mitment to community and activity. 

All that inevitably led to the “big fish” 
from Ski Magazine readers this year — 
being named the No. 1 resort in the East. 

Smuggler’s Notch? The resort that ca-
ters to kids? With no high-speed chairlifts? 

No. 1? Yup. 
“Obviously, there’s a time and a place 

for conveying each message,” Chait said. 
“With how much we’ve pushed the fami-
ly-friendly element of Smugglers’, often-
times the caliber of the mountain itself 
from a skier’s standpoint kind of falls in 
that shadow.”  

That’s essentially the way that Ski 
Magazine begins its defense of Smuggs 
landing the top spot (with a specific nod 
to Stowe snobs for their likely denial of 
such matters). But editors make perfect 
sense of the landing seeing the resort’s hi-
erarchy in terms of being family-friendly, 
the level of service the staff provides, the 
skiing and riding value, and, perhaps sur-
prising to some, the gnarly terrain that 
awaits for the more adventurous making 
their way in the family truckster. 

That’s the trick involved at Smug-
glers’ Notch; Being the ultimate family-
friendly resort on the East Coast doesn’t 
mean it’s all magic carpets, mascots and 
chicken finger specials for dinner. On the 
contrary, the mountains at Smugglers’ 
Notch have some of the most serious bite 
in all of the Green Mountain State.  

Madonna Mountain is renowned for 
its bump-filled landscape, one that Ski 
Magazine notes is “as steep as anything 

SKI WEEKEND
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 Close to 
shopping,
restaurants
 Refrigerator, 
microwave and 
Keurig coffee maker 
in every room
 Complimentary 
“Express Start” hot 
buffet breakfast
 24-hour 
fitness center
 Business center

 Indoor pool 
 and Jacuzzi
 Free Wi-Fi 
 Guest laundry
 Free hot coffee 
all day long

FOR RESERVATIONS 
603-745-6700

www.hielincoln.com

Exit 32
21 Railroad St.
Lincoln, 
NH 03251

 Newly renovated hotel  Easy access to/from I-93
 Convenient to Loon, Waterville Valley, 

Cannon and Bretton Woods

ASK 
ABOUT OUR 
MIDWEEK 
SPECIALS

Stay smart at the Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
Lincoln East-White Mountains. Your home for all your 
Loon Mountain and Cannon Mountain ski adventures.

READY TO HIT THE SLOPES?  
BE THE READIEST

MAKE YOUR NEXT DAY ON THE 
MOUNTAIN … YOUR BEST DAY!

In the heart of N.H.'s best skiing. Find us on Main Street off Exit 32 on I-93 in Lincoln.

PREMIER GEAR, RENTALS & TUNES

603-745-8347
rodgersskiandsport.com

‘We set a five-year goal. We 
really wanted to be recognized 

by that survey for our level of 
service, and we hit it in year 

number two. That was a great 
honor. We really work hard to 

take care of our guests and 
to provide them with excellent 

customer service in all 
experiences possible.’

— Mike Chait, Smugglers’ Notch Public Relations
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in the country” in many spots. As if to 
better convey that point, readers ranked 
it No. 4 in Ski Magazine’s list of the top 
10 challenging mountains in the East, 
just behind Mad River Glen, Jay Peak 
and Sugarloaf, all of whom have long 
carried reputations of being challenging 
skier paradises. 

“Being a family-friendly resort doesn’t 
just mean mellow, easy terrain,” Chait 
said. “It also means terrain that can suit 
every member of the family. You can’t 
forget Uncle Ernie and his crazy eye for 
the steepest glades on the mountain. Un-
cle Ernie is part of the family, too.” 

In all, Smugglers’ Notch placed in the 
top 10 for nine of the 10 award catego-
ries in the annual issue, spanning from 
service and terrain to dining and après. 
As for the lack of a single high-speed 
chairlift? Well, to be frank, you’re going 
to need the extra time to rest your legs in 
between runs in the trees anyway. 

“Everybody in the family isn’t looking 
for the same experience. Therefore, to be 
diversified in terrain allows us to hit ev-
erybody’s desires on the hill,” Chait said. 
“So, we want to make sure that every-
body gets a chance to experience what 
they want to experience at Smugglers’, 
whether it’s long, beginner or intermedi-
ate cruiser runs on groomers or it’s man-
datory airs and steep turns down the Ma-
donna lift line.” 

As if to further prove the point about 
the tenacity of the terrain on Madonna, 
March brings with it the extreme ski-
ing challenge, hosted by the Smug-
glers’ Notch Ski and Snowboard Club, 
a challenge for competitors on the un-
groomed, steep filled with cliffs, bumps, 
trees, chutes and stumps. 

Yeah, it’s not exactly a section of the 
resort where you can expect to find furry 
mascots Mogul Mouse and Billy Bob Bear. 

“People come from far and near to 
compete in that one, and the level of ski-
ing is unbelievable,” Chait said of the 
event, held right beneath the Madonna 
chairlift. “Even if you’re just looking to 
ski blue terrain, you can ride that chair 
and see some of the best just sending off 
these cliffs and handling the short-radi-
us, tight little turns.” 

It’s even been an extreme season in 
the amount of snow Smugglers’ has re-
ceived this season, beginning last month 
with a tidy 2-3 feet in advance of local 
school vacation periods. 

“All of the natural snow aside, it’s 
been a fantastic season for snowmak-
ing,” Chait said. “Every time those guys 
have fired up, it’s been nice and cold, 
nice and dry. The snow they put down is 
bountiful, that’s for sure.” 

The January thaw that affected most 
ski areas in the Northeast didn’t spare 
Smugglers’ Notch, but as Chait said, 
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Make this your 
new home.

View current listings at LoonRealEstate.com
Serving the the Loon area for over 49 years.

Lincoln, New Hampshire

SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH RESORT 323 Vt. Rt. 108 South, 
Smugglers’ Notch, VT

smuggs.com
Phone: 800-419-4615 
Phone: 802-332-6854

Vertical drop

2,610
Trails/glades
78

Skiable acres

1,000+
Lifts

8

though it might have affected overall 
base depths, it also “caused a lot of snow 
to compact and form a really dense layer 
of a base over the rocks and any debris 
underneath the surface.” 

And so, as spring skiing awaits, Smug-
glers’ Notch is in perfect shape. 

“In terms of corn snow and spring 
skiing, we’re set up for some good stuff,” 
Chait said. 

Now, how’s that for service? 

What else to do 
The fun doesn’t stop on the slopes at 

Smugglers’ Notch. The new 26,000-square-
foot Funzone 2.0 Family Fun Complex 
opened its doors recently, with vast 
amounts of play space for children and 
adults to take part in some laser tag, an ob-
stacle course or slot car rally races. 

Take a snowcat tour to the top of the 
mountain and catch the resort’s  Thurs-
day night fireworks from a whole differ-
ent angle. On Mondays and Saturdays, 
take an evening tour to the top of the 
mountain, guided by experienced snow-
cat drivers. On Tuesday evenings, adults 
can find an opportunity to escape on their 
own tour of the mountain with the snow-
shoe adventure dinner, where guests will 
ride the Sterling lift to a mountain cabin 

lit only by candles featuring a gourmet 
meal, followed by a 40-minute snowshoe 
back down to the lodge. 

Tubing is available daily, as are snow-
mobile tours and zipline canopy tours. 
As if that’s all not enough, Smugglers’ 
features a steady calendar of events 
throughout the week for families from 
karaoke to bingo, while adults can find 
nights catered only to them in the likes 
of Bootleggers’ Lounge. 

Also happening in March, the Maple 
Sugar Festival at Boyden Valley Win-
ery features special activities including 
maple syrup tastings and wine tast-
ings. March 24-25 is officially Vermont’s 
celebration of the state’s maple sugaring 
heritage, and sugar makers will open 
their doors for visitors to tour and, of 
course, sample. 

Plans also are in the works for a big 

bash on St. Patrick’s Day, which happens 
to fall on a Saturday this year. 

Where to stay
As if it might be any surprise, Smug-

glers’ Notch also finished in the top 10 
(second overall) for lodging in Ski Maga-
zine’s latest reader survey. All condo op-
tions are within an easy walk to a resort 
shuttle and all village amenities. There 
are five different communities to choose 
from, with condo options up to five bed-
rooms. See  www.smuggs.com/pages/
winter/lodging/index.php  for pricing 
and availability. 

The Smugglers’ Notch Inn in Jef-
fersonville, originally built in 1790, has 
been restored into a cozy inn, fitting 
of the Vermont surroundings (www.
smuggsinn.com). The Smugglers’ Notch 
Wyndham offers comfort with rustic 
charm, just a snowball’s toss from the 
slopes (www.wyndhamsmugglersnotch.
com). The Sterling Ridge Resort in Jef-
fersonville is a majestically rustic option 
named among Best of New England by 
Yankee Magazine in 2017. This is prime 
for those seeking a romantic option, 
with each cabin coming complete with 
outdoor-themed furnishings, but with 
modern amenities that won’t make it too 

rustic (sterlingridgeresort.com). 

Where to eat
Smugglers’ Notch boasts nine of its 

own eateries on properties, but in case 
you’re up for exploring the surrounding 
area, breakfast at 158 Main and Bakery 
features an extensive selection of breads 
and pies. The Broken Yoke, located at 
the Smugglers’ Notch Inn, features some 
breakfast basics, along with more indul-
gent options like the nutty maple-pra-
line french toast, served with fresh fruit 
and whipped cream. 

Grab a slice or a full pizza at either 
Angelina’s Pizza Restaurant and Jef-
fersonville Pizza Department, or at the 
Downtown Pizzeria in Johnson, approxi-
mately a 14-mile drive. There, you’ll also 
discover Wicked Wings, with a dozen 
different sauces — from mild to wild, and 
everything in between — to choose from. 

Dinner at Martell’s at the Red Fox offers 
family-friendly dining with a late-night 
pub menu. Back at the Smugglers’ Notch 
Inn, the Village Tavern is a comfortable 
environment where executive chef Daniel 
Snow’s highlights include sautéed scal-
lops and twin lobster tails.

feedback@skijournal.com
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CHECK IN/CHECK OUT Clay Brook

By Matt Boxler

The heated walkways cir-
cling from the parking lot 
into Lincoln Peak village 
at Sugarbush Resort don’t 
always keep up with the 

rate of snowfall … and those are the best 
mornings. With the mountain tower-
ing before you, those anticipatory steps 
through softened snow are an indicator 
of the piles of fun that await on nearly 
600 skiable acres of classic New Eng-
land terrain.

These also are the best mornings to 

take in your surroundings. The big red 
barn you first notice while driving up the 
access road maintains its vintage charm 
close up — not an easy feat considering 
it’s 159,000-square-feet of luxury resi-
dences, 61 rooms in all. 

This is Clay Brook. Opened in 2007, its 
post and beam barn-style construction 
complete with towering silo harkens to 
Vermont’s agrarian past. It is both func-
tional and picturesque. It is the crown 
jewel of Summit Ventures’ vision to de-
velop a previously undistinguished base 
area village at the resort. Summit Ven-
tures is a partnership of several individu-

als including majority owner Win Smith 
Jr., who serves as president of the resort.

The architectural style of Clay 
Brook is shared by the comfortably 
clustered buildings that also define the 
new base area landscape and enhance 
the beauty of this morning walk to the 
lifts, including the 12,500-square-foot 
Schoolhouse (children’s ski school, etc.), 
14,500-square-foot Farmhouse (adult ski 
school, rental shop, ticket sales, café, 
etc.), and the 23,000-square-foot Gate 
House Lodge with vaulted ceilings, food 
court, Castlerock Pub and skier services.

It’s no wonder that ABC News at the 

start of this season selected Sugarbush 
among its top picks in a round-up of 
“The best ski-in/ski-out resorts in the 
U.S.” Claybrook, editors stated, appeals 
to a range of travelers — from families 
vacationing with kids to couples looking 
for a cozy lodge and slopeside dining.

A barn with curb appeal
n With top-notch amenities and iconic architecture, Clay Brook is a perfect base to discover Lincoln Peak 
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“(Clay Brook) is located right at the 
foot of Sugarbush, and there’s certainly 
no lack of activities off the mountain, 
with an outdoor heated pool, game room 
with a kiddie pool, and access to a large 
fitness center,” the editors wrote. “Free 
entry to swanky Sugarbush Health & 
Racquet Club is a bonus. The beauti-
ful round-barn restaurant and bar is a 
highlight. One of this property’s boons 
is that it has the energetic atmosphere 
of a large resort, but with just 61 units, it 
has the feel of a more intimate mountain 
lodge. All come equipped with full mod-
ern kitchens, washer/dryers, fireplaces, 

and plenty of space to spread out.”
Circling the perimeter of Clay Brook 

is inspiring; even the understated access 
to the 62-space underground parking ga-
rage is worthy of note (two Tesla charg-
ing stations are located here, free of use 
for hotel guests). It gets even better once 
you step inside. I suggest entering at 
Rumble’s Kitchen, the hotel’s adjoining 
6,000-square-foot round bar and restau-
rant with vaulted ceiling and seating 
for 130 with mountain views. Named in 
honor of Rumble, Sugarbush’s Bernese 
mountain dog mascot who spent nearly 
nine years at the mountain, the restau-

rant serves fresh American cuisine, of-
fering a selection of salads, sandwiches, 
burgers, steak, chicken and seafood, with 
vegan and gluten-free options.

Venturing deeper inside, Clay Brook’s 
61 residences range from studios to five-
bedroom suites. Each home features 
hardwood furniture in the Shaker style, 
Beaubois custom-crafted kitchen cup-
boards, mantles and vanities, stainless 
steel appliances, and granite counter-
tops. Rooms include fireplaces, washer/
dryers, balconies, four-poster beds and 
jetted shower/tub combos.

Clay Brook guests get access to un-
derground parking and valet services, 
personal concierge, grocery delivery 
service, private owners’ lounge, personal 
storage units, boot-warming and ski-
valet services, Health and Racquet Club 
membership and golf club privileges. 
Clay Brook also features a year-round 
outdoor heated pool (80-82 degrees) and 
two outdoor hot tubs (104 degrees).

The ski-in, ski-out hotel is located just 
steps away from the Super Bravo Ex-
press, Valley House Quad, Gate House 

Express, Village Double and Welcome 
Mat.  Guests and owners enjoy the high-
est level of resort privileges, including 
“Early Ups” lift access, extremely popu-
lar for those who love first tracks. 

A pet-friendly resort — dogs are the 
stars of an annual winter parade around 
the Lincoln Peak courtyard — Clay Brook 
has designated dog-friendly residences 
in the south wing of the building, so 
families need not leave their four-legged 
family members at home.

The hotel and accompanying base 
area development has bolstered Sugar-
bush as a four-season resort. Summer 
activities like ziplining and mountain 
biking are now family favorites, Clay 
Brook serving as the perfect jumping off 
point to enjoy summer in the Mad River 
Valley. Nearby Sugarbush Resort Golf 
Club is a Robert Trent Jones-designed 
18-hole course with incredible mountain 
and valley vistas from just off the access 
road. The Long Trail and the Mad River 
frame it all.

feedback@skijournal.com
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By Joan Wallen

At the base of Mount Washington, Great Glen Trails Outdoor Center is 
a mecca for outdoor adventures lasting a few hours or an entire day.  

The center serves up 45 kilometers of cross-country skiing trails 
that rise and fall gently enough to provide a challenge but do not 
intimidate. The trails are built on a solid base, which allows for two 

things many touring centers don’t have — the ability to ski on very little snow be-
cause of the smooth surface underneath and the ability to drive trucks on the trails 
to move snow around. 

Great Glen was one of the first cross-country areas to have snowmaking. Although 
the center blows snow only on 2 to 3 kilometers, it can be loaded into trucks, driven 
to where it’s needed and spread around. Every night almost every trail is groomed. 

Usually a double track is set for classic skiers, still leaving plenty of room for skate 
skiing as well. “With our snowmaking and nightly grooming, our conditions are very 
predictable,” says general manager Howie Wemyss.

Howie’s wife Sue, a 1984 Olympic cross-country skier, heads up the ski school, 
which offers group and private lessons. Even a group lesson offers a fairly personal 
learning experience, as there is a maximum student/teacher ratio of 4 to 1. Lessons 
may be purchased alone if you have your own equipment or as a package including 
rentals and a full-day trail pass.

Snowshoeing is allowed on all cross-country trails. In addition, there are dedi-
cated snowshoe and backcountry trails separate from the main trail network. Every 
Saturday, a member of the Great Glen staff leads a free guided snowshoe tour suit-
able for all abilities. On selected evenings, there’s an evening snowshoe tour led 
by a naturalist from the Appalachian Mountain Club. In keeping with the low-key, 

Great Glen: Your ‘get active’ potion
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low-impact approach to the outdoors, Great Glen has 
an old-fashion tubing hill. Walk, ski or snowshoe to 
the hill, grab a tube and slide down the broad, open, 
groomed expanse, then walk back up with your tube 
and do it all over again.

Winter fat biking is another popular activity at the 
area. Fat biking is allowed on the trail system, subject 
to snow and safety considerations. You can bring your 
own (subject to certain requirements) or rent a bike 
from the shop’s pool of bikes. Helmets are required.

Another unique feature of Great Glen is the Snow-
Coach tour. You can ride in a comfortable 12-passen-
ger van equipped with a four-track drivetrain (like you 

would see on a Sno-Cat) up the Mount Washington 
Auto Road to the tree line. The tour is about 90 min-
utes long and includes time to disembark and take in 
the spectacular views at an elevation of 4,200 feet. If 
that’s not adventurous enough for you, you can ski or 
snowshoe down from anywhere along the tour.

The vibe at Great Glen is low key and friendly. Dur-
ing the week the clientele is likely to be mostly older. 
Many locals have season passes and are out on the 
trails several times a week. On weekends there’s a good 
mix of families, kids and adults. 

On a recent trip there, my companion and I found 
everyone from the staff to the other skiers and snowsho-

ers to be very welcoming and friendly. Locals offer help-
ful hints, the staff is very knowledgeable and everyone 
greets you as you pass on the trails or stop at the Great 
Angel Warming Cabin for a rest or a snack. Just 3.2 km 
from the base, this heated cabin offers some lovely views 
as well as a chance to warm up or have a picnic.

The original base lodge was built in 1994-95 across the 
road from the current location. It was destroyed by fire in 
2001. In 2002-03 the old Glen House, across the road, was 
renovated to serve as the new base facility. A tunnel was 
built under Route 16 to provide direct ski-in, ski-out access 
from the lodge to the trail network and tubing hill. The 
20,000-square-foot building, with views of the northern 
Presidentials, houses administration offices, a retail shop, 
rental shop, changing rooms, showers and a spacious caf-
eteria. The cafeteria, on the main floor, serves a variety of 
tasty, homemade breakfast items, plus sandwiches, soups, 
salads, snacks and beverages at very reasonable prices. 
Also on this floor is the retail shop with a good assortment 
of cross-country goods and accessories. On the lower lev-
el, the rental shop has cross-country skis, boots and poles 
as well as snowshoes and fat tire bikes. All of the rental 
inventory — skis, snowshoes and bikes — are sold at a dis-
count at the end of the season so the center can start the 
following season with new equipment to give guests the 
best possible experience. For skiers’ convenience, there’s 
also a free tuning and wax room.

“Our niche is families,” Howie Wemyss says. “For 
the kids we have Trails Tracker and Scavenger Hunt 
and the Bill Koch League.” 

To participate in Trails Tracker, all you have to do is 
grab a trail map, which has a punch card on the back. 
Then ski the green trails and locate all the furry ani-
mals along the way. Punch your card as you find each 
one and earn an Official Trails Tracker button. The Bill 
Koch League is a regional youth cross-country program 
and is offered by the Great Glen Kids Ski Club, which 
meets every Sunday afternoon for first- through eighth-
graders. It includes skill development, games on skis, 
relay races, ski care clinics, trail skiing and more. But 
its main concentration is having fun.

All ages can compete in the Nordic Meisters series. 
This is a timed race using a handicap or adjustment 
system, somewhat like that used in sailing races. It lev-
els the playing field for all ages. Eight individual races 
are held Tuesdays. Your top six times count. Racers can 
run the course any time between 9 a.m. and 3:45 p.m. 
You can choose a long course (5.3 km) or a short one 
(2.7 km) in classic or skate style — or ski them both. 
Prizes are awarded at the end of the series.

“Our skiers love this race series,” Howie Wemyss says. 
“They can come any time during the day and can compete 
against anyone, knowing it will be leveled out in the end.”

The month of March brings a couple of very inter-
esting special events at the area. On March 4, Ski, Shoe 
and Fat bike to the Clouds will test competitors’ skill 
and endurance as they ski, snowshoe or ride a fat bike 
for 10 km on the trails of Great Glen and the snow-cov-
ered Mount Washington Auto Road. Billed as “North 
America’s toughest 10K,” participants begin on the 
nordic trail system for the first 4 km, then ascend the 
Auto Road, climbing 2,200 vertical feet with an average 
grade of 12 percent over the last 6K km. This event is 
not for the faint of heart or the inexperienced.

On March 10, help promote the spirit of giving at 
the second annual Great Glen Charity. For a donation 
of $25 to a favorite charity, adults can enjoy a day of 
free skiing, snowshoeing, tubing and a buffet lunch. 

Continued on Page 30
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kingpine.com 603-367-8896 
1251 Eaton Road, East Madison, NH 03836

MORE FUN,
MORE AFFORDABLE
 BEST SKI-IN AND SKI-OUT RESORT - BEST OF NH 2017 | NEW HAMPSHIRE MAGAZINE

Discover Your New Winter Tradition. Ski & Stay Packages Include:
• Accommodations, Breakfast And Lif t Ticket Per Night For All Guests 

On Reservation. King Pine Lif t Tickets Include Access To Skiing,  
Snowboarding, XC Skiing, Snowshoeing and Ice Skating

• Complimentary Use of Purity Spring Resort Indoor Pool, Hot Tub & 
Fitness Room. Resort Shuttle Bus - Weekends and Holidays Only

• Non-Holiday Midweek (Sunday-Thursday nights) Stays Also Include 
Complimentary Snowtubing (Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday evenings) 
and Night Skiing (Tuesday)

• Ask About Our “Weekend Extender” Special, Add A Thursday Or 
Sunday Night Stay To Your Weekend Reservation And Receive 50% 
Off That Additional Room Night

Book Online At bit.ly/NESJSkiStay Or Call (603) 367-8896
All winter activities are available as weather conditions permit. Complimentary Snowtubing/Night Skiing not 
valid during Holiday periods.

Kids 5-12 pay just $15 and under 5 is free with a 
paying adult. Bump it up to $50 ($30 for kids) and 
you also get a ride to tree line on the Auto Road on 
the Mount Washington SnowCoach.

While you currently need to travel down the 
road a bit for overnight accommodations, Great 
Glen has about 30 lodging partners who purchase 
coupons for their guests for free skiing and dis-
counts for the SnowCoach and lessons. According 
to Wemyss, this program is very helpful in con-
tributing to the area’s skier numbers, which total 
about 14,000 skier visits per season.

Change is under way, however, for next season. A 
new hotel is under construction, scheduled to open 
this summer. In addition to 68 guest rooms and won-
derful alpine mountain views, the hotel will have 
a restaurant, bar, meeting room, pool, gym and an 
outside bar. With year-round activities at Great Glen, 

this facility should be busy summer and winter.
Speaking of summer, there’s plenty to do there in 

the warm months also. Biking and trail running along 
scenic, well-marked trails winding through forest and 
fields offer lovely mountain and river vistas. Guided 
kayak trips provide leisurely paddling and plenty of 
opportunities to view moose, eagles, bears and many 
other denizens of the mountains. For the more adven-
turous, Great Glen offers full-day whitewater instruc-
tion on the Androscoggin River. Certified whitewater 
guides are available for custom group trips.

“Service is our calling card,” Howie Wemyss 
says. “We hire skiers because we want them to be 
able to communicate well with our guests. And we 
treat our staff well so they’ll be happy and in turn 
treat our guests well.”

For further information and prices, visit the 
website www.greatglentrails.com.
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There are 17 other cross-country ski areas in New Hampshire. Some are attached 
to downhill resorts such as Bretton Woods, Loon, Waterville Valley and Gunstock. 
Others are smaller, low-key operations with strictly nordic trails. 
 Pine Hill Ski Club in New London is a community-based organization open to 

the public with 24 km of groomed trails for skiing and snowshoeing. The trail network 
runs through local landowners’ properties and includes three dog-friendly trails.  
www.pinehillskiclub.com
 Ski Hearth Farm, in the heart of the White Mountains at Sugar Hill, has 25 km of groomed skate and 

classic trails as well as 13 km of field and woodland trails for snowshoeing and two dedicated dog-friendly trails. 
On Saturdays, after a great day on the trails, stop in at the nordic center for wood-fired pizza, ice skating, night 

skiing on the field trails and a roaring bonfire. www.skihearthfarm.com
 Windblown, in southern New Hampshire’s Monadnock Region, is located in the 

town of New Ipswich and has been family owned and operated for 46 years. Windblown’s 
40 km of undulating trails include enough variety to satisfy all members of the family. 
Along with exceptional grooming and high-quality rental equipment, the family-friendly 
base lodge serves healthy food. It’s a convenient day trip from Nashua, Boston, Worcester 
and Providence. www.windblownxc.com

These are just a few of the 18 cross-country centers throughout New Hampshire. For a complete list, go to 
www.skinh.com. Of course, you will find great cross-country skiing in other New England states as well. For more 
information, check out your state’s ski association website. — JOAN WALLEN

A PLETHORA  
OF OPTIONS





GATE BASHING
 Michael Ankeny (Dartmouth) busts through a GS  
gate during the White Mountain Dual Challenge at 
Waterville Valley Resort on Feb. 10. The event marked 
the New England return of the World Pro Ski Tour.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com







TAKES TWO TO TANGLE
 Morgan Megarry, left, and Michael Ankeny take on 

one of the small jumps on the Waterville Valley course  
during the White Mountain Dual Challenge.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com



EYES ON THE PRIZE
 Mardi Haskell of Holderness, N.H. and the  
Colby College Mules charges off a jump in the 
event, which returns to New England next month 
with the Visit Maine Pro Ski Championships at 
Sunday River, set for March 29-31.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com





ON EDGE
 Robert Cone of Killington, Vt., shows off  
top form as he steams around a gate in the  
White Mountain Dual Challenge.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com





INTERNATIONAL FIELD
 Swedish racer Rickard Kaahre stays focused  
as he brushes a gate at Waterville in the quest  
for the $10,000 top prize for the Pro Tour event.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com







KASPER TAKES TOP PRIZE
 Just before jetting off for PyeongChang  

and the Olympics, Nolan Kasper (Warren. Vt.) topped 
the podium at Waterville, edging Canada’s Morgan 

Megarry (No. 24), with Michael Ankeny third.

Mike Gridley/mikegridleyphotography.com
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THE SKI LIFE Getting back to the slopes

By Brion O’Connor

YEARS AGO, 
my younger 
brother Mike 
was sporting 
a fun bumper 

sticker that said, simply: 
“Skiing = Life.” At the time, 
Mike was living just outside 
Snowmass, Colorado, so I’m 
sure he had many like-mind-
ed folks nodding in agree-
ment when they saw the  
“Ski = Life” mantra plastered 
on the back of his burly 
pick-up. But this past year, 
I’ve come to see the saying 
in an entirely new light.

In the late winter of 2016, my left hip 
was failing, the inescapable result of a 
very active life, including more than 40 
years on the slopes and in hockey rinks 
(on the ice, not watching). My older 
brother Sean, a former team doctor for 
the U.S. Freestyle Ski Team, likes to say 
that our joints were never meant to last 
forever. Eventually, the bill comes due 
for all that wear and tear. 

That winter, I got in at least a dozen 
days on the slopes — my “last hurrah,” 
according to my bride — before having 
that left hip replaced in late March. The 
idea was to give myself enough time 
to be ready for summer hockey camps, 
and definitely be all the way back for 
the following winter and ski season. But 
a funny thing happened that summer: I 
started losing feeling in my feet.

My physical therapist, who was es-
sential in my rehab from hip replace-
ment, recommended a back specialist. 
That doctor was so concerned that she 
instantly ordered an MRI. The next day, 
I was in a neurosurgeon’s office. The di-
agnosis was simple, direct and 
sobering. I had spinal stenosis 
— bony, arthritic growth — and 
a pair of herniated discs along 
my lower spine. Even I, as an 
Average Joe, could see the proof 
on the MRIs. The nice, spacious 
spinal column of my upper back 
disappeared as the films moved 
to my lower spine. And that 
crowded column was pressing on 
my spinal cord and the nerves that 
branch off from it.

Weary of surgery, I asked several sur-
geons what my options were. I tried a 
course of prednisone, a couple of cortisone 
injections, and even several chiropractic 

sessions. The goal was to knock down the 
inflammation, with the hope of relieving 
pressure on my spinal nerves. But even my 
chiropractor, a cycling friend, confided: “I 
might be able to help if this is an align-
ment issue. But if it’s stenosis, you’ll need 
surgery to have that removed.”

The adjustments and injections 
helped, but only briefly. By October, I 

wasn’t worried about ski season. I was far 
more concerned about walking outside, 
dealing with ice, snow and slush. I knew 
I had to make a decision.

During one of several consultations, a 
spine specialist at New England Baptist fi-
nally told me: “I can’t guarantee that you’ll 
get better with surgery. But I can guaran-
tee that you won’t get better without it. But 

only you can decide what you want to do.” 
After the surgeon left, I lost it. I looked at 
my wife, Lauri, and just started bawling. 

All my life, I identified most closely with 
my physical persona. I wasn’t a great ath-
lete, but I was decent, and many of my most 
memorable moments came when I was ac-
tive, exploring my physical capabilities. 
And now all that was being taken from me. 

CHERISHED TURNS
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“It’s OK,” said Lauri. “We’ll get through 
this.”

Dr. Russell Brummett of Concord Or-
thopaedics in New Hampshire opened 
my back on Nov. 9, 2016, the day after the 
election (Translation? I didn’t get much 
sleep). The surgery was, in short, a high-
tech Roto-Rooter of my lower spine, as 
Dr. Brummett cleared out the arthritic 

growth that had invaded three vertebrae. 
The pain relief, thankfully, was almost 
immediate. But the effects of the nerve 
damage persisted. 

“Recovery can take anywhere from 
six to 18 months,” Brummett told me. 
“You’re going to have to be patient.”

The following April, Lauri and I, along 
with my daughter Brynne, headed to Beth-
el, Maine, to take my first post-operative 
turns at Sunday River. I couldn’t help but 
get my hopes up, but the reality was that I 
wasn’t ready. Not even close. My left side 
was still very weak, and even the short 
slide from condo to chairlift felt shaky. I 
lasted two runs, went back inside, exhaust-
ed, and promptly fell asleep for two hours. 

I woke up before Brynne and Lauri 
got back, and spent the next hour won-
dering if I had skied my last run. It was 
something I’d think about often over the 
next eight months. 

In December, Lauri and I visited Oke-
mo in Vermont, one of my favorite North-
east resorts. After my abbreviated session 
at Sunday River the previous spring, I 
was a bundle of nerves, but optimistic. I’d 
done a fair amount of cycling, and felt my 
strength was good, but I had no idea what 
my balance and, more importantly, my pro-
prioception would be. I was still unsteady, 
but I felt better. Considerably better. 

No, I wasn’t completely comfortable. 
My left leg, and left foot, still weren’t co-
operating completely. I took one spill 
when I crossed my tips, because my left 
ski was lagging behind. But I felt like I 
was heading in the right direction. Rid-
ing on the chairlift with Lauri, I couldn’t 
contain myself. 

“I’m just so damned happy to be out 
here with you,” I told my wife.

Then, this past January, Lauri and I 
drove north for a few days with Brynne 
and our eldest, Maddi, in the Mount 
Washington Valley, skiing at Mount 
Cranmore and Attitash/Bear Peak. Our 
first day out was bitter cold, but the girls 
were game. This is one of the reasons 
I love skiing. It challenges you, and in 
facing those challenges, you often find 
out what you’re made of. Just before we 
headed out into the bright, beautiful day, 
I huddled with my wife and two daugh-
ters, pulling them all close.

“I love you guys,” I told the three most 
important people in my life.

We had a great day. I had to take a few 
extra breaks, as my endurance was still no 
match for my Millennials. But I was out 
there, on the hill, feeling my edges under-
neath me and the cold, crisp mountain air 
filling my lungs. I could not stop smiling.

Mike’s bumper sticker was right. Ski-
ing = Life. In that moment, at the Mount 
Cranmore lodge, hugging my girls, I could 
not have felt more content, and I could 
not have felt more alive. I was back skiing. 
Which meant I was back, period.

feedback@skijournal.com
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n Getting back to the slopes after health rehab 

bolsters family bonds, enriches this ski writer’s life
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 Have your own challenge to overcome before 
you get back to the slopes? Let postcard scenes 
such as this one at Gunstock be your incentive. 

Breathtaking views of Lake Winnipesaukee, 
plus superb terrain and grooming, are 

the standard at Gunstock, which offers 55 trails.

This is one of the reasons I love 
skiing. It challenges you, and in 

facing those challenges, you often 
find out what you’re made of. 



TACKLE THE TERRAIN Spring snowboarding

LET SPRING BE YOUR BOOST
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 Considered the birthplace of snowboarding, Stratton (main photo 
and inset right) is still championing the cause thanks to superb snow 
and top-notch terrain, ranging from glades to wide-open groomers.
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By Brion O’Connor

Variety, as the old saying goes, is the 
spice of life. That applies to the “per-
fect” learning environment for snow-
boarding. Different conditions present 
myriad advantages and disadvantag-

es. And few months produce quite as much variety in 
terms of trail conditions as March and April.

“Every snowboarder will have a different opinion 
about the best conditions, and will find that the type 
of riding they enjoy most will shine more in one con-
dition over another,” said David Binford, assistant 
director of the Ragged Mountain Learning Center in 
New Hampshire. “Those conditions most likely will 
change as their riding advances due to their chang-
ing or evolving skill-set.”

For me, springtime provided a turning point when 
I first started snowboarding a quarter-century ago. 
Already a veteran skier, I was admittedly having 
trouble making the transition to a single board and 
the different body dynamics required, particularly 

edging with my heels and toes. But during a March 
outing when the temperatures were hovering in the 
40s and the snow softened up to a classic “corn” con-
sistency, I found it much easier to lean into my turns.

Soon, I was zig-zagging down the hill, much like 
riding a longboard. With that sensation came more 
assurance about how to transfer my weight effi-
ciently. The next season, I would take that newfound 
confidence to tackle a variety of terrain. Adam Ford, 
a snowboard instructor at Okemo Mountain in Ver-
mont, said my experience was almost predictable.

“I find that the warm, slushy snow conditions cre-
ate a lot of fun due to the ‘surfing’ style of riding that’s 
possible,” said Ford. “Being able to push the snow 
away from the board, building up a sort of ‘wave’ to 
ride against, can make for some exciting turns.

“Of course, when there’s no fresh powder on the 
bumps, having a warm sunny day can turn what 
could be piles of granite into forgiving lumps of slop 
where a rider can turn at any point in any shape,” he 
said. “It’s a workout, but there’s no icy trough to con-
tend with.”

Snowboard instructors note that every trail con-
dition, other than sheer ice, has benefits and draw-
backs. “I personally enjoy spring riding,” said Bin-
ford, who has been snowboarding for more than 30 
years. “Corn is some of the best riding snow, and its 
carvability can rival that of packed powder.”

Lucas Worrell, a snowboard instructor at Sunday 
River in Maine, had a similar take.

“As for picking up this sport, springtime, in my 
opinion, is one of the best times to learn besides 
on a powder day,” said Worrell. “The sun is shining, 
the weather is warm, the snow is soft and forgiving. 
When learning, the softer the snow, the less beaten 
and bruised you’ll be.”

Worrell is spot on. My wife, Lauri, and I still laugh 
(in hindsight) about her first, and only, snowboard 
lesson. It was in the dead of winter, on a frigid day, 
and Lauri had a half-day private lesson. We met up 
afterward for lunch, and I knew immediately things 
didn’t go well. Sitting in the lodge, she rolled up her 
snowpants, revealing a pair of bruised kneecaps.

“The snow was just so hard,” she said, holding 
back tears.

My bad. I should have known better. I suffered a 
similar incident a few years earlier, when I was tak-
ing up the sport. I was finishing a toe-side turn when 
I had a lapse in concentration, leaned back, caught 
my heel-side edge and jackknifed. I landed on the 
packed-powder trail with so much force that it took 
three days for the enormous bruise on my backside 
to surface. Not the ideal learning experience.

“Moderate depth soft snow or powder is obviously 
best for the beginner, considering the pounding one 
takes as a never-ever,” said Frank Cutitta, a Stratton 
Mountain snowboard instructor. 

The flip side, though, according to Cutitta, is that 

LET SPRING BE YOUR BOOST
March and April 
bring a diversity 

of weather and 
terrain but a 

softer platform 
on which to 

master those 
turns or tricks

Continued on Page 36
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 A rider savors some powder at Sunday 
River, which offers 135 trails and glades plus 

six terrain parks and an 18-foot Superpipe.
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 Ragged offers 1,250 feet of vertical and 
abundant sunny days to evoke smiles.



36 NEW ENGLAND SKI JOURNAL Spring 2018

TACKLE THE TERRAIN Spring snowboarding

“mashed potatoes create exhaustion for 
beginners and an inability to make tight 
curves easily.”

“Despite making it more comfortable 
to fall, wet or heavy snow makes learn-
ing difficult in regard to learning to link 
turns,” said Cutitta. “Fast conditions make 
it easier to turn but is less forgiving when 
catching an edge. Deeper, heavier snow 
also can be risky in catching a full front or 
back edge when the board is completely 
perpendicular to the slope.”

Worrell, again, agreed.
“One drawback to learning in the 

spring, or on a powder day, is that the 
snow can be slow,” he said. “Like riding 
a bike, the more speed you have, the eas-
ier it is to maneuver the board. So slow 
snow may hinder your ability to pick up 
skills needed to ride.” Likewise, Ford said 
the “biggest detriment to slushy spring 
snow is for beginners.”

“Learning how to balance weight on 
one edge and slide from one edge to the 
other can be hindered by snow that’s too 
soft and ‘grabby,’ “ he said. “It may be 
good for padding on the falls, but it can 
be tough to learn in.”

However, instructors emphasized 
that all conditions present challenges.

“You’ll experience days when the 
snow pack is hard pack, like boilerplate, 
which brings with it a whole different set 
of riding techniques that typically more 
experienced riders have mastered,” said 
Binford. “Generally, this snow condition 
will leave newer riders frustrated and 
ready to pack it in if the day remains 
cloudy and cool without the radiating 
sunlight or warmer ambient temps soft-
ening the snow into corn.”

Spring often brings the dreaded 
“freeze/thaw” cycle that can leave snow-
boarders facing a raft of conditions over 

the course of a single day.
“Typically with early spring riding we 

experience temps in the 40s to low 50s 
during the mid-afternoon and then a 
drop down below freezing at night, caus-
ing a freeze which results in generally 
hard snow conditions during the early 
part of the day,” said Binford. “Usually 
these conditions make the snow fast ear-
ly on, and those conditions will be great 
for those that enjoy riding fast.

“But hard snow conditions aren’t 
that fun for a snowboarder that likes to 
lay down smooth, deep carves,” he said. 

“That’s why later in the day when the 
snow becomes corn is the optimum time 
for me to ride.”

The freeze/thaw cycle, said Ford, also 
can lead to the dastardly “death cookies,” 
which result from nighttime grooming 
machines grinding through the base as it 
freezes. “A more common spring problem is 
the heavy, wet snow starting to set up in the 
late afternoon,” he said. “Snow that starts to 
freeze into a slope of choppy trenches and 
waves can be a jarring experience.”

Last, if you’re just starting out, expect to 
spend a fair amount of time on your knees 
or derriere. Snowboarding has a steep 
learning curve, but falls are inevitable. If 
it’s warm out, that means the snow is likely 
going to be wet. Dress appropriately.

“I always wear a pair of waterproof 
wind pants underneath whatever ski 
pants I’ve got on,” said Ford. “They’re su-
per light and don’t add any bulk, but give 
you an extra layer of water protection.

“The toughest issue to deal with is 
gloves,” he said. “I’ve never found a good 
pair of lightweight spring gloves that 
are actually waterproof. Unless it gets 
crazy warm, I just ride with my heavier 
winter gloves. Hot hands are better than 
drenched hands.”

feedback@skijournal.com
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Continued from Page 35

 With some of the 
best-kept corduroy in 

New England, Okemo is 
a haven for shredding 

the cruisers. Okemo 
boasts 121 trails across 

667 skiable acres.

Friday, March 23rd

AT MOUNT SUNAPEE

RACE, HANG, ASK
Gold Medalist, Bode Miller,  

raises awareness for  
Adaptive Ski Programs:  

NEHSA and 
 Turtle Ridge Foundation

BODE BONANZA BENEFIT



LET US LIGHT UP 

YOUR WINTER!

You already know us for our night skiing and riding, and with upgraded lighting on every ski trail, 
this season it will be even better than ever.  

With our remodeled Coppertop Lounge, nights will be more fun inside too! Night skiing 
(and apres-skiing) are a great way to let off steam after a tough day at the office.

Night skiing & riding is fun for the whole family! Don’t feel like cooking? Bring the kids up after 
school for a few runs and enjoy dinner in the Black Diamond Restaurant.

Whether you’re coming up after school or work, here for our fun Night Race League OR just want 
to replace your morning jog with some evening runs, night skiing or riding gives you a chance to 
double your fun this winter!

SKI THE 
LATE SHIFT!

CAN’T GET HERE BY 4 PM? 
Try the discounted Night 

Shift Ticket from 7 – 10 pm. 
Come later, ski more!

Open daily until 10 pm. May close at 8 pm beginning 3/11/18. 
Operates in conjunction with Mass. Dept. of  Conservation & Recreation.

 

SKIING AND RIDING AT WACHUSETT WILL 
BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY (AND YOUR NIGHT!)

 Buy Night Tickets
online at 

wachusett.com
& SAVE!

BUY NOW  ❆  wachusett.com  ❆  978.464.2300

499 Mountain Road
Princeton MA 01541 



MISS AN EPISODE? WATCH THEM ALL HERE

u

Season 3, Episode 1: Waterville Valley Resort

TV SHOW

u

Season 3, Episode 2: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 6: Sunday River

Season 3, Episode 5: Attitash/Wildcat

u

Season 3, Episode 3: Wachusett Mountain

u

Season 3, Episode 4: Loon Mountain Resort

u

https://vimeo.com/200021277
https://vimeo.com/203156705
https://vimeo.com/218836845
https://vimeo.com/218834784
https://vimeo.com/203157135
https://vimeo.com/205259641


Season 2, Episode 1: Killington and Chile

u

u

Season 2, Episode 3: Ragged Mountain

Season 1, Episode 4: Ragged Mountain

u

Season 2, Episode 4: Waterville Valley Resort

u

u

Season 2, Episode 2: Loon and Cannon

u

Season 1, Episode 3: Waterville Valley Resort

Season 1, Episode 2: Smugglers’ Notch Resort

u

Season 1, Episode 1: Boston Ski Expo

u

https://vimeo.com/151030366
https://vimeo.com/153980153
https://vimeo.com/141583861
https://vimeo.com/153980212
https://vimeo.com/151035996
https://vimeo.com/141699395
https://vimeo.com/141582624
https://vimeo.com/141582119
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TONY CHAMBERLAIN’S LAST RUN

By Tony Chamberlain

I suppose those of us who have 
spent most of a lifetime loving 
the sport and lifestyle of skiing 
do give something back. We buy 
the clothes and equipment, pay 

for the lifts, food, instruction and moun-
tain lodging. 

In fact, it all adds up to a consider-
able amount, right? But late January a 
man died at 93 — a man whose lifetime 
contribution to skiing over nearly seven 
decades is incalculable. 

Almost all skiers and boarders I have 
talked to about Warren Miller remember 
in some detail seeing their first Miller 
film. In fact beginning in 1950 with 
his first film, “Light and Deep,” the an-
nouncement of the newest Warren Miller 
film would break like an annual event 
that kicked off the ski season. It had the 
same psychological effect as, long before 
spring comes, Boston baseball fans relish 
the announcement of the day when pitch-
ers and catchers report to spring training. 

From the beginning of his career with 
an 8 mm camera he bought at age 22 
in 1946, Miller’s life and huge popular-
ity within the sport coincided with the 
growth and early spirit of skiing itself. 
Miller was a boy during the Depression 
who considered himself lucky to get a 
job helping at a fruit market in San Di-
ego for 10 cents per week, considering 
the huge unemployment rate. 

At that time, skiing was such a niche 
sport only relatively few in the Northeast 
— most from colleges such as Dartmouth 
— had ever tried. With a national focus 
on economic hard times followed by a 
world war that required personal sacri-
fices from Americans, skiing was regard-
ed as an expensive frill for the wealthy. 
After the war and a tremendous release 
of pent-up energy and an economy start-
ing to roll, Miller’s first films began to 
connect. They depicted a new world of 
grand alpine beauty, healthy, youthful 
fun, a dose of humor and sexiness. It all 
had a universal appeal even to those who 
had never set foot in an alpine setting or 
on a ski slope. After the decades of priva-
tion and war horrors, Americans wanted 
to have fun again, and Miller’s films were 
right there to sell fun to them. 

But at the start of his career, all was 
not as glamorous as the lifestyle he de-
picted. He was living in a camper trailer 
in the parking lot of Sun Valley where 
he taught skiing and lived largely on 
wild game he hunted in the surround-
ing countryside. He also filmed hours of 
footage of life in this playground that, at 

first, he showed only to friends. But en-
couraged by how captivated they were 
by his films, Miller began showing them 
at rented halls in Los Angeles and quick-
ly expanded to other cities around the 
country. Whether this stage of his career 
coincided with the huge ski boom of the 

’50s and ’60s, or helped create it, remains 
a fairly fascinating question. 

Here’s how Dick Collins, founder of 
Teton Gravity Research, answered it in 
Outside Magazine: “Warren Miller is 
the man who made the snowball that 
created the whole industry.” This might 

raise an eyebrow, but I’m not sure you 
could seriously argue that Miller didn’t 
inject a whole cultural view about ski-
ing and outdoor life — that, if you were 
a normal person like him, skiing should 
take precedence over any school or busi-
ness activity going on in the flatlands. 
Such an attitude, of course, created the 
American icon, the ski bum, of whom 
Miller might in fact be the original incar-
nation. When one makes 50 films, some 
are naturally better than others, and a 
few of Miller’s films have been criticized 
as formulaic. Also, some of his deadpan 
wise-cracking often veered into shots 
of attractive women, hilarious wipeouts 
and foibles and hot dogging it down the 
slope. Among the luminaries to appear 
were Jean-Claude Killy, Suzy Chaffee 
and Stein Eriksen. 

Sometimes criticized for the tone of 
his humor, Miller in his autobiography 
published last year, “Freedom Found,” ex-
plained that he considered the No. 1 mis-
sion of his films not to instruct or explain 
anything to viewers, but to entertain 
them. “What set my films apart,” he wrote, 
“it was the emphasis on entertaining peo-
ple, which means making them laugh.” 

As the sport of skiing and his career 
grew through the post-war years, Miller 
was traveling the U.S. and Europe — in 
fact all over the world — to bring visions 
of the ski world to an enthusiastic public. 
Never trained in formal filmmaking or 
directing, Miller had learned how to edit, 
add music and sound track and screen 
his films. As he neared the height of his 
career, he rented out halls to screen in up 
to 100 cities around the U.S., getting the 
preseason anticipation going. 

And he had a sharp eye for chang-
ing trends and styles, from clothing to 
equipment and various fads that popped 
up. One such fad took hold after Miller’s 
1954 film featured Eriksen performing 
his iconic front flip over his poles. With-
in the decade a whole movement of “hot 
dog’ skiing was leading the way to what 
we now know as freestyle, which includ-
ed ballet in the early days. 

His films included kayaking and surf-
ing — an early love of his while growing 
up in southern California. But even after 
he sold the company that kept the trade 
name, Warren Miller Entertainment, the 
essential theme stayed the same. With ev-
ery new twist in all his films, from sailing 
to snowboarding to big air and extreme 
skiing, that common theme, as Miller 
himself said often enough, was “man’s in-
stinctive search for freedom.”
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FROM SKI BUM TO ‘FREEDOM’ FIGHTER
n Through his classic ski films, Warren Miller sparked a passion  

for snowsports and a relentless pursuit of adventure





EIGHT WAYS
TO SUNDAY.

Eight mountain peaks, 135 trails, and the 
most dependable snow in New England. 
Save on lift tickets every day at SundayRiver.com.




